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Petition of William Crayton [Craton, Craten] VAS1744  VDT2 + 2 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    2/27/15 supp'd 4/7/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Source:  
http://digitool1.lva.lib.va.us:8881/R/NVSPXIEP1HI9NH6JEB1VYEC1ADQ4RI752ER91VDSX
EU9NQF8JL-03244?&pds_handle=GUEST search "Crayton"] 
 
[p 1] 
 To the Honourable the General Assembly 
 The petition of Wm Crayton [William Crayton] Humbly sheweth, 
The [That] he faithfully served the United States as a Soldier Three years & six Months & 
fortunately escaped until the merciless Massacre of Colo. Buford's Regament wherein he 
received seven wounds: one of which cut [?] the leaders [?] of his left Arm, by which he is 
rendered incapable by hard labour of getting a living for himself, his Wife, & four small 
Children. 
 Therefore he humbly prays this Honourable House to take his case into consideration & 
grant him such relief as they in their Wisdom may think just & your Petitioner as in duty Bound 
shall Pray &c. 

 
Wm Crayton's 
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Petition 
Nov'r 29th 1780 
Ref'd to Trade 

__ 
__ 

December 5th 1780 
Reasonable 

Allowed £300 Sum[?] 
Present relief 

 
Mr. Wilkinson 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Richmond City Legislative Papers 
 
[Note: the following transcript was made from very faint images of the document.  Use it with 
care.] 
To the Hon. the Speakers & the other Members of both houses of the General Assembly – 
The petition of William Craten [sic] Humbly Sheweth – That your Petitioner was one of the 
[word too faint to discern] Sufferers in Col. Buford's defeat & in recognition of the many wounds 
your Petitioner received in that [indecipherably faint word] massacre your Hon. house made him 
a small compensation in paper money for his present use & your petitioner then flattered himself 
he should recover from his said wounds.  But to his great mortification he is constrained to 
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inform your Honors that from a wound received in his left arm the main leader [?] above his 
elbow was cut, & his arm thereby rendered of little use to him, that your Petitioner has a wife & 
three young children who rely wholly on his labor for support.  Therefore your Petitioner humbly 
Prays your Honors to Grant him such relief as may compensate for the injury done his arm & 
your Petitioner as in duty bound will Pray &c 
 
[reverse] 
 
Craton's petition 
November 22nd, 1782 
Referred to Trade 
November 28th 1782 
rejected 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
I do Certify that William Craton enlisted as a Soldier for the War in December 1778 in the 
Virginia Continental line.  May 20th 1783 
    [illegible signature] Lt. 4th V. R. 
    S/ P. Muhlenberg BG 
[indecipherable word or words]  
    S/ Thomas Meriwether 

 
[Note: I suspect the above is a copy of the original certificate as the handwriting appears to be 
uniform and that is clearly not the original signature of Gen. Peter Muhlenberg.] 
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