Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters

Pension application of John Woodall VAS1979 4
Transcribed by Will Graves 5/11/15

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word ‘illegible’ or 'indecipherable’ appearing in
brackets indicates that at the time | made the transcription, | was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to
make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to
catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as “the 8" of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my
attention.]

[From Digital Library of Virginia | Halifax County Legislative Petitions

To the Honorable the General Assembly of Virginia

The petition of John Woodall of Halifax County Virginia September 30" 1829
Your petitioner begs leave to state that he is a Soldier of the Revolution, that he is old, poor and
infirm and asks of your Honorable body a pension, to enable him to pass his few remaining days
free from want, and with some little comfort — his friends & neighbors advised him to make this
appeal to the Justice & liberality of his Country; his Own situation, his age, upwards of seventy
years old, disease and infirmity rendering it impossible for his labor to support himself, unites
with this advice, to induce him to appear before your Honorable body — his distress & situation
does not result from intemperance or extravagant habits, as will appear by referring to the
statement of his Neighbors — his labor since the conclusion of the Revolutionary war, is
supported himself & his family, and with health & strength, would have continued to have done
so in your Honorable body would never have heard a word from him about a pension — but age
& disease renders that now a duty, that in other circumstances, he never had the least intention of
doing — your petitioner, it is true was never in the regular service — but he performed more
military duty, then some of those did who were in that service, & who are now receiving
pensions — he don't say this with any view of detracting from their merits, but just to state the
facts — he performed three distinct tours, and in the performance of those tours, was engaged in
the well & hard fought battle at Guilford Court house [March 15, 1781] — your Honorable body
is well apprized that the Virginia Militia performed their duty in that battle, as well & as bravely
as any part of the troops — and that there was no flinching on their part on that Occasion — he was
also engaged after the battle, in two other actions, on James River under General Lafayette —
your Honorable body must also know, that Lafayette & his troops, performed their duty bravely
& gallantly — & that there duty was laborious — these services are not now mentioned with any
other view than to tell your Honorable body know that your petitioner has just grounds for he is
making this appeal to them for a little support in his old age — having thus contributed when
young & active towards the establishment of that liberty & independence that all now enjoy &
the bad of which all acknowledge — and pressed down in his old age by misfortunes that he could
not avert — he hopes your Honorable body will extend to him the same relief that others that have
done no more than he has done & are now receiving & your petitioner will ever pray &c
September 30™, 1829.
The undersigned are acquainted with John Woodall — his statement in the foregoing petition,
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respecting his revolutionary services they fully believed to be literally correct — he is a man of
truth, of respectable Character and of industrious & frugal habits — he is an old man & seems to
be very infirm & unable by his own labor to support himself & he is old
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Petition of John Woodall for compensation for services during the Revolution
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