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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Hawkins County: August Sessions 1832 

On this 31st day of August 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the Justices of 
the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions now sitting for said County John Wood, a resident of 
Hawkins County aged about sixty-nine years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth 
on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made 
by the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he enlisted in the Army of the United States 
in the spring of 1780 or 1781 which of the two he does not now recollect however it was the 
spring previous to the siege of Ninety Six which he believes was in the latter of the spring or 
summer.  That he was a citizen of Surry County North Carolina when he enlisted and enlisted in 
said County for the term of twelve months under Captain Armstrong and was marched to 
Salisbury North Carolina where his said Captain William Armstrong was taken sick and he was 
placed under Captain Pervance [sic, Purviance?] & Majr. McCree [sic, Griffith John McRee or 
McRae?] and was marched from thence to Ninety Six after having remained at Salisbury some 
weeks.  He states that at Ninety Six he joined the Army under the command of General Green 
[sic, Nathanael Greene] and remained there some weeks previous to the siege of that place when 
the British were reinforced by the Army under the command of Lord Raddon [sic, Rawdon], the 
American Army under General Green then retreated back to the Eutaw Springs as he understood 
which fact he does not know of his own knowledge inasmuch as he was sent to guard some 
British prisoners to Salisbury which prisoners were with General Greene at Ninety Six when he 
joined the Army at that place.  He states that after having taken the prisoners to Salisbury 150 in 
number he was marched and joined General Green's Army at the Eutaw Springs where he 
remained sometime when he was sent to attend on Captain Armstrong the Captain under whom 
he enlisted & who had not yet recovered his health.  He the said Captain was yet in Salisbury 
where he was first taken sick this applicant states that he remained with him in Salisbury some 
time & was then taken in a wagon to where the said Captain had a brother living in Surry County 
North Carolina where this applicant remained with him until the term of his Enlistment had 
expired some months.  He thinks not less than three months when he was discharged by the said 
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Captain Armstrong in Surry County North Carolina after having served at least fifteen months, 
he states that he sold his discharge some years after the said war to Jacob McCraw of Salisbury 
County North Carolina for some small amount McCraw believing that on my discharge he could 
get two hundred acres of land from the United States as that was a part of the bounty promised 
when this applicant Enlisted.  He states that he moved from Surry County North Carolina to 
Hawkins County Tennessee near forty years since and has been living in said County ever since.  
He states he does not recollect the number of the Regiment he states that General Pickens 
commanded the Cavalry under General Green. 

He hereby relinquishes every claim to a pension or an annuity except the present and he 
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of any agency in any state. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
S/ W. B. Mitchell, D Clk    S/ John Wood, X his mark 

[fn p. 196: John Wheeler and Thomas Hale gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of Tennessee Hawkins County: SS 

On this 5th day of March 1844 personally appeared in open Court before the worshipful 
County Court Mr. John Woods a resident in the County aforesaid aged eighty-two years who 
being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order 
to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he 
enlisted in the Army of the United States in the War of the Revolution in April 1781 in the 
Continental line in the County of Surry in the State of North Carolina for the term of twelve 
months under the following named officers Captain William Armstrong and Colonel McCrea.  
Marched from Surry County to Saulsburg [sic, Salisbury] from there to Ninety Six and was at the 
siege and joined General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene].  Marched back to Salisbury to guard the 
prisoners taken at Augusta and then discharged after serving out his time of twelve months.  He 
further declares that he received his discharge from Captain William Armstrong and lost it.  He 
hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and he 
declares that his name is not on the Pension roll of any agency of any State. 
       S/ John Woods, X his mark 
[James Charles and Lazarus Spears gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
Personally appeared in open court James Charles a resident citizen of Hawkins County and after 
being duly sworn states that he was well acquainted with William Armstrong the Captain under 
whom the said John Woods enlisted as stated in the foregoing declaration – that said Captain 
Armstrong told him in his lifetime that said John Woods waited on him when he was wounded 
and was an honest faithful soldier.  Sworn to in open court the 5th of March 1844 
      S/ James Charles 
 
[fn p. 137] 

Raleigh North Carolina Office of Secretary of State may 6, 1844 
Sir 

Your favor of the 2nd instant was received this morning.  I have carefully examined the 
muster rolls in this Office, and find there were three John Woods in the Continental line of this 
State in the revolutionary war for twelve months in 1781.  One under Captain Sharpe whose time 
was out 25th April 1782.  He appears to have served out his time.  One under Captain Rhodes 
whose time was out 1st April 1782.  The other under Captain McRee deserted 13th of July 1781, 



all of the 10th Regiment which was commanded by Colonel Shepard.  Captain Griffith J. McRee 
was of the 6th Regiment in the early part of the war and was promoted to May 6th September 
1781.  There was a Captain Wm Armstrong who belonged to the 1st Regiment.  He may have 
enlisted John Wood who was placed after enlistment in the 10th Regiment, as all the 9, 12 & 18 
months men, drafts etc. were placed in the 10th Regiment. 

Very respectfully your obedient Servant 
       S/ Wm Hill 
James L Edwards, Esquire 
Commissioner of Pensions 
Washington City DC 


