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Pension application of John Yarborough R11923 Johanna Yarborough  f38NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 3/9/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Montgomery County: 
 On this 3rd day of November 1852 Personally appeared before the subscriber an acting 
Justice of the Peace in and for said County Joanna Yarboro a resident of North Carolina in the 
County of Montgomery aged near 100 years, who being first duly sworn, according to Law, doth 
on her oath, make the following Declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made 
by the act of Congress passed the 4th of March 1836. 
 That she is the widow of John Yarboro deceased who was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War, and served in the Army of the United States of America as she has always understood from 
him, and so believes for the term of three months but whether he was drafted or went as a 
volunteer she is unable to state, but she thinks he served in the Militia as a private soldier, that he 
entered the service in Wake County N. C. where he was at that time a resident, that she is unable 
to state the precise time when he entered the Army – that she believes he served under Captain 
McDaniel [Eli McDaniel], but the number or name of the Regiment she does not now recollect – 
that he was in the Army and fought the Battle at Black Water Bridge on the Cape Fear River in 
the State of North Carolina near the town of Fayetteville in said State.  She does not recollect 
where was discharged.  She has no discharge of his in her possession nor does he know of any. 
 That she intermarried with John Yarboro, who had been a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War on the 12th day of January 1777 in the County of Wake in North Carolina, and they lived 
together as man and wife in that County two years and moved to Montgomery until her 
husband's death, from the time of their marriage, and that he died in the County of Montgomery 
on the 9th day of September 1822. 
 And that she is now his widow, never having since married. 
 And this Declarant further states that from her age and infirmity and the great distance 
she resides from any court House she is unable to attend personally in any Court of Record to 
make this her declaration, and is therefore compelled to procure a Justice of the Pleas of said 
County to attend at her house, and make it before him. 
 She also states that her want and indigence is so great that the County of Montgomery has 
appropriated a small sum for her Support and learning that her husband would be entitled to a 
Pension from the 4th of March 1836, and now since his death that she is in her husband's stead, 
she makes application. 
 Sworn to & subscribed this third day of November 1852. 
S/ M. Marchison, JP 
      S/ Joanna Yarborough, X her mark 
 
[p 3:  On November 3, 1852 Henry Yarboro, son of Joanna and John Yarboro, age 53, made a 
supporting affidavit reciting substantially the same facts as above. 
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] 
 
[p 6:  On August 28th 1856 in Montgomery County, NC, Henry H. Yarbrough made application 
on behalf of himself and his siblings as the sole children and heirs of Joanna Yarborough seeking 
the pension due his mother stating that his father died on September 9, 1819 in Montgomery 
County, NC; that his mother married his father shortly after the Revolutionary War.  In his 
application Henry H. Yarborough made the following statements in support of his office service 
in the revolution:  
 “Henry H. Yarborough further declares that he verily believes the said Declaration of his 
mother was correct & true.  That he has often heard his father John Yarborough talk of being in 
the war of the Revolution, before his death in 1819 & speak of being in the Battle at Black Water 
Bridge somewhere down the Cape Fear River below Fayetteville in North Carolina, and of 
shooting with a musket & firing three rounds & nearer [sic, nearly] got wounded, but a number 
were killed and heard him speak of fighting against Archibald Clark, who was among the Tories 
& said Clark was shot through the body & fell, and his sister Sarah Clark went & nursed him till 
he recovered & brought him home.  And he recovered & lived many years.  And Henry H. 
Yarborough further states that he knew said Sarah Clark well – that she lived near his father for 
many years in Montgomery & removed to Moore County & died about 10 years since – that he 
has heard her speak of going after her wounded Brother Archibald Clark to the battle ground, and 
nursing him & bringing him home, & he has been dead for many years – he further declares that 
he always understood from his father & mother that they were married in Wake County in North 
Carolina, and that it was from Wake County his father volunteered & went into the Army, but 
this was before their marriage, which took place the year after the War ended & peace was made.  
That he has procured Counsel to examine the Clerk’s office and Wake County for a marriage 
license Bond for his father John Yarborough & his mother Joanna Chambers (her maiden name) 
& none could be found & he has no documentary Evidence of marriage of his father's service in 
the War or of his discharge, nor does he know of any, though it was as well understood in 
Montgomery that his father John Yarborough served in the Army & was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War as it is that any other man or Commander was ever there, but all the old man 
who had any knowledge of such service or day it....:  He says his mother died in Montgomery on 
March 29, 1854. 

] 
 
[John Morrison gave an affidavit stating that the children of John and Joanna Yarborough were as 
follows: William, Mary, Henry H., Fanny, Betsy, & Joel Yarborough, now living [as of the date 
of Morrison's affidavit on August 28, 1856 in Montgomery]; and Larkin, John, Wilson & Sally 
'who are supposed to be dead.'] 


