
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements

PENSION REQUEST OF JOSEPH KIRKHAM R20392

Transcrib ed  and annotated  by  F. S. Kirkham
fskirkham @ w i d o mak er.c om

---------------------------

Revolutionary  Claims
_____________________

[ B. ]

Form  of  a Declaration  to  b e  made  by  the  Non-Commis sioned  Of fic ers,  Musicians,  and Private s.

     For  the  purpos e  of  o b taining  the  b ene fits  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain surviving  
Of fic ers  and Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Rev o lution"  approv ed  on  the  15th  of  May, 1828,  I Jos eph  
Kirkham  of   (blank) in the  county  of  Perry  in the  State  of  Alabama  do  here b y  declare,  that I enlisted  in the  
Continental  Line of  the  Army  of  the  Rev olution,  for  and during  the  war,  and continued  in its  servic e  until 
its  termination;  at which  period,  I was  a private  in Captain Henry  Ellison's  Company  in the  3? Regiment  of  
the  Continental  Line.  And, I also  declare,  that I afterwards  receiv ed  certificates  for  the  reward  of  eighty  
dollars;  to  which  I was  entitled,  under  a resol v e  of  Congre s s ,  pass ed  the  15th  of  May, 1778.   I enlisted  in 
the  state  of  Ge orgia  & there  was  discharged.
     And  I further  declare,  that I was  not,  on  the  fifte enth  day  of  May, 1828,  on  the  Pension  List of  the  
United  States.   & furthermore,  that I receiv ed  a regular discharge  which  is lost  or  mislaid  & that I have  
never  b e en  on  the  pension  list.
     Witnes s  my  hand, this  twenty  fifth  day  of  August,  in the  year  1829.

          Attest                              Jos eph  Kirkham
          William  Scott,  J.P.

     Bef ore  me,  Wm  Scott  an acting  Justice  of  the  Peace  in the  county  of  Perry  in the  State  of  Alabama  
personally  appeared,  this  day  [Joseph  Kirkham  cros s ed  out] and Jos eph  Jemis on  & Rob ert  Jemison  of  the  
said  county,  who  did sev erally  make  oath  that Jos eph  Kirkham  by  whom  the  fore g oing  declaration  was  
sub s cri b ed,  is generally  reputed  and b e lie v e d  to  have  b e en  a soldier  in the  Army  of  the  Rev o lution,  in 
manner  as  therein stated.
     Witnes s  my  hand this  21 st  day  of  August  in the  year  1829

     Attest                                   Jos eph  Jemis on
     William  Scott   J. P.                    Ro b ert  Jemison
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     I David  McCullough  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  the  County  of  Perry  in the  State  of  Alabama  do  here b y  
certify,  that Wm  Scott  b e f or e  whom  the  fore g oing  affidavits  w ere  sw orn,  was,  at the  time  a Justice  of  the  
Peace  and duly  empo w e r ed  to  administer  oaths.
     I testimony  where o f ,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand and affixed  (the  Seal  of  the  said  Court  cros s ed  out) 
my  private  seal  Now  having  no  seal  of  of fic e  this  24th day  of  August  1829.
 (seal)                   David  McCullough   Clerk  of  the  County
                          Court  of  Perry  Co,  Ala.

     I got  my  discharge  at the  last  sieg e  at Savannah
                                                  Jos eph  Kirkham
-----------------------
Rejec t ed
...... Ex'r. OLD  WAR
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                    Honbl  Samuel  D. Ingham
                    Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  this  US
                              Washington
                                   DC
Revolutionary  Claims
------

22 Jany  1830

........... Perry  County  Ala    Jany  6th 1830
Mr. Ingham
     Dear  Sir - I here with  enclo s e  you  the  claim  of  Jos eph  Kirkham  a Rev olutionary  soldier  - which  was  
returned  from  the  treasury  department  for  want  of  the  County  Seal.
     Being  mys el f  clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  this  county  and there  [never?] having  b e en  a Seal  of  of fic e  
and [agreea b l y?] to  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama  when  there  is  no  Seal  of  of fic e  a certificate  of  the  
clerk  under  his  private  Seal  has  the  force  and ef f e c t  of  an of ficial  one.   I then  [more?] che erfully  write  to  
you  to  take  this  patriot  of  the  revolution  to  [relieve?] the  [destroys?] of  age  and affliction  on  account  a 
personal  acquaintance  with   [you at the  young???] at that period.   The  recoll e c tion  is yet  fresh  in my  
memory  - a Pennsylvanian by  birth  and educated  I glory  in T e lling  the  citiz ens  of  my  native  state,  honored  
with  them  .... .... the  gift  of  the  Exec....  of  my  country.   Buck  ..... and .... Counties.   I have  a general  
acquaintance  having  b e en  at scho o l  in all of  them  and ..... reach  in public  life.



     If  there  yet  remain anything  to  make  the  claim  of  Kirkham  legal,  please  let  me  know  and .... to  Perry  C.  
H. Perry  Co.  Ala.   I am  [disturb ed?] with  the  management  of  his  accounts  and the  ..... direction  ... may b e  
b e caus e  to  the  ...... as  abo v e .
     With  Sentiments  of  respe ct  I am  your  friend  and ..... Servt.

                                             David  McCullaugh

[Note:   Samuel  D. Ingham  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  1829  - 183 1 ,  in Andrew  Jackson's  administration. 
]


