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Pension application of Benjamin Kendall R5857 Elizabeth Kendall  f25VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      11/12/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky County of Hardin Sct. 
 On this 21st day of October in the year 1839 Before the Justices of the Hardin County 
Court being a Court of Record, now in Session Personally appeared Elizabeth Kendall of said 
County of Hardin and State aforesaid aged seventy-two years, who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on her oath the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the 
provision made by an act of Congress passed July 7, 1838 entitled An act granting half pay and 
pensions to certain widows.  That she is the widow of Benjamin Kendall, who was a Soldier in 
the Revolutionary War and entered the service of his Country in the County of Prince William in 
the State of Virginia as a regular for the term of  ___ in the Regiment of Colonel George Rogers 
Clark and marched with the said Regiment out to the now State of Illinois and assisted in taking 
Kaskaski [Kaskaskia], and other places, how long the said Benjamin served in said Regiment the 
declarant does not now recollect of hearing him say but she is confident it was upwards of three 
years.  He the said Benjamin served in the same Company with one Jacob Vanmeter late a 
pensioner on the Roll of the Kentucky agency from Hardin County Kentucky.  The discharge and 
other papers of the said Benjamin was given to one Jerry Kendall a few years since for the 
purpose of obtaining the Bounty land still due for the services of the said Benjamin which papers 
the said Kendall says is lost, She further declares that she was married to the said Benjamin 
Kendall in the County of Stafford in the State of Virginia on the first day of September 1786.  
That her husband the aforesaid Benjamin Kendall died on the 16th day of February 1817.  That 
she was not married to him prior to his leaving the service but the marriage took place previous 
to the first of January 1794 viz. at the time above stated.  She further declares that she knows of 
no record evidence of her marriage nor of the age of her Children. 
      S/ Elizabeth Kendall, X her mark 
 
[p 4: A very faint image of what appears to be a certified copy of a marriage license issued in 
Stafford County Virginia on August 29, 1786 for the marriage of Benjamin Kendall to Elizabeth 
Jameson daughter of Alexander Jameson.] 
 
[p 5: Deposition dated October 17, 1839 given in Hardin County Kentucky by Enoch Kendall, 52 
years old the 26 day of last June in which he states that he is the son of Benjamin and Elizabeth 
Kendall; that he recalls hearing from his father from his earliest recollection that his father 
served as a soldier under Colonel George Rogers Clark in the taking of Kaskaskia on the Wabash 
River in Illinois; that his father died February 16th, 1817; and that his mother remains a widow.  
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He signed his affidavit with his mark.] 
 
[p 8: Letter dated Hodgenville Kentucky September 28, 1853 addressed to LP Waldo [Then 
Commissioner of pensions] from one William H Kindall [sic] in which he states he is an heir of 
Benjamin and Elizabeth Kindall [sic] but he does not state his relationship to them. 

 
 
[p 10: Survey of a 100-acre tract of land in the "Illinois Grant" recorded 15th April 1789; 
surveyed for Benjamin Kendall and certified by the Clark County Indiana Recorder of deeds.] 
__________________________________________________ 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
      Petition for bounty land 
Heirs of Benjamin Kendall – soldier Illinois Regiment 
 The only evidence in support of this claim is the testimony of one witness – Jacob 
Vanmeter – who says that Kendall enlisted as a soldier in the Regiment under the command of 
General Clark; and served to the end of the war. 
 The Pay rolls of the Companies in the Illinois Regiment do not named Benjamin Kendall 
as a Soldier in that Regiment 
 I made a report to the late Governor of officers & Soldiers of the Illinois Regiment 
entitled to land, & Benjamin Kendall's name is not on that report.  I have no proof furnished by 
public documents, of his being a Soldier of the Illinois Regiment. 
      Respectfully submitted 
      S/ John H Smith, Commissioner &c. 
      May 17th, 1834 
To his Excellency 
Governor Tazewell 
 
State of Kentucky Hardin County: I Thomas Morrison Justice of the peace in the County 
aforesaid in the State of Kentucky do hereby Certify that Jacob Vanmeter1 is a credible witness 
and that he personally appeared before me in my County aforesaid and made oath that he was 
well acquainted with Benjamin Kendall Deceased of Hardin County Kentucky.  That he was 
enlisted Soldier in the Illinois Regiment under the command of Colonel George R Clark that this 
deponent served as Ensign in the said Regiment and that the said Benjamin Kendall continued in 
the Illinois Regiment and did duty until the end of the War and this deponent further states that 
Elizabeth Kendall widow of the said Benjamin Kendall and her son Enoch is the only heirs of 
said Benjamin Kendall who was a soldier in said Regiment and that they are living in the said 
County of Hardin Kentucky. 
 Given under my hand and seal this 9 day of November 1833 
     S/ Thos.  Morrison, JP 

                                                 
1 Jacob Vanmeter (Vanmetre, Vanmatre) W8798 
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