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Pension application of Joseph McClalon (McClellan) S31846   f23VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      4/8/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Indiana Harrison County Harrison Circuit Court Sct. October Term 1832 
 On this 2nd day of October 1832 personally appeared in open Court, before the Honorable 
John F Ross President Judge and Marrs Boone & Craver Lynn Esqrs. his associate Judges of the 
Circuit Court for said County in the second judicial Circuit, in said State, now sitting, Joseph 
McClellan, a resident of the Township of Heth in the County and State aforesaid aged sixty-
seven years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832: That he 
entered the service of the United States and served under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Lynch – Major Cummins 
commanded the Battalion to which he belonged, and Captain Joshua Martin commanded the 
Company to which he belonged, that he resided in Botetourt County Virginia, when he entered 
the service – that he served under the above named officers for the term of six months, as a 
substitute for Henry Williams, this applicant being at the commencement of this term of service, 
not quite sixteen years of age; that entered this term, sometime in the latter part of the month of 
September or the first part of the month of October 1780, he cannot state the day with certainty – 
recollects that his term expired soon after the battle of Guilford Court House [March 15, 1781]; 
that he was in a skirmish sometime before the battle of Guilford, at a place called Ramsour's Mill 
on the Reedy fork of Haw River, and was also in the battle of Guilford – that he marched from 
Botetourt County aforesaid and joined General Greene's Army in Guilford County North 
Carolina, sometime before the skirmish at the mills above mentioned.  General Stevens [Edward 
Stevens] commanded the Brigade of Virginia militia to which this applicant was attached; 
Colonel Callaway commanded the Regiment belonging to the same Brigade.  He also recollects a 
Captain Wilson and Captain Hale who commanded companies in the same Regiment to which he 
belonged; that he cannot remember the names of any of the regular officers, except General 
Greene the chief, also Colonels Lee [Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee], & Washington [William 
Washington] who commanded the Light horse; that after the battle of Guilford they marched to 
the High Hills of Santee, and some of the sick and wounded, and to the best of his recollection, 
his first term expired before he arrived at the High Hills of Santee a short time after the battle; 
that he then [was] hired [as] a substitute for one William Lekens [?], not less than two, but not 
certain whether for two or three months, in a company commanded by Captain Watkins – that 
Major Goodson commanded the Battalion to which he was attached this second tour, but cannot 
at this time recollect the name of his Colonel; he recollects Captains Eason and Thompson or 
Tompkins, thinks his name was Thompson who commanded a company in the same Battalion to 
which applicant belonged.  After the battle at Guilford we pursued the British to Ramsey's Mills 
on Deep River at which place we halted; the next place he recollects of marching to was the High 
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Hills of Santee at which place his brother who was in the Army died which circumstance enables 
him to recollect that place.  He was not in the battle at Campden [second battle of Camden or 
Hobkirk Hill, April 25, 1781], and cannot state where he was at that time.  He was discharged in 
the region of Country but cannot recollect the place.  After being discharged from this tour, he 
returned to Botetourt in Virginia, and was not long afterwards drafted into the service for four 
months in the company commanded by Captain Williams, in a Regiment commanded by Colonel 
Madison, Captain Goodwin commanded a company in the same Regiment, that they marched 
from thence to a place called New London in Bedford County Virginia and there joined some 
other troops cannot remember the names of the officers; that they then continued their march 
towards Little York, and joined the main Army under Washington at that section of Country; that 
he was at the siege of York at which Cornwallis was taken [October 19, 1781].  This last tour of 
four months expired he thinks about a month or two after the surrender.  He recollects of arriving 
at home a few days before the ensuing Christmas.  He states that he had written discharges from 
each of his captains under whom he served as above stated but had the misfortune to have them 
consumed by fire in his father's house, which was burnt about two years after the above services; 
that he was born in Botetourt County Virginia, at which place he resided when called into service 
at each of the terms above stated; that he has no record of his age and his but according to the 
best information he has been able to get he was born the latter part of December 1764, he 
recollects that he was not sixteen years of age when he first entered the service, but arrived at 
that age during the winter preceding the battle at Guilford; that since the revolutionary war, he 
has lived in Virginia, in Tennessee, in Kentucky and for the last 19 years has resided in this state 
& County; that he has no documentary evidence and knows of no person whose testimony he can 
procure to testify to his said services; that he is known in his present neighborhood to Isaac Funk 
[?] & John Parkison who can testify as to his character for veracity and their belief of his services 
as a soldier of the Revolution.  He hereby relinquishes every claim to a pension or annuity except 
the present, and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
    S/ Joseph McClalon 

     
[Isaac Funk & John Parkison gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 6: On June 15, 1844 in Lauderdale County Tennessee, the veteran applied for the transfer of 
his pension benefit to the Tennessee agency giving as his reason for removing to Tennessee that 
his wife had died, all his children & friends had left the region where he resided in Indiana and 
he wish to spend the remainder of his days with his daughter Mrs. John Nevill whose residence is 
in Lauderdale County Tennessee.  John C. Nevils gave a supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 22: On March 8, 1853 in McCracken County Kentucky, the veteran applied for the transfer of 
his pension benefit to the Kentucky agency giving as his reason for moving that he wished to live 
with his son [not named]. 
 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 



a private for 12 months in the Virginia service.] 


