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Pension application of John Holcomb X361      f41VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      4/9/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of 
the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the 
original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 
'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in 
question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that 
provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits 
and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been 
omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals 
rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 
1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[cover sheet] 
Va.  Holcomb, John  Dis. 
      No papers 
 
[Text of letter sent in response to a request for information about this veteran reads as follows: 
 

 I advise you that in the report of the Secretary of War in 
relation to the pension establishment of the United States, on the 
list of invalid pensioners of Campbell County, Virginia, appears 
the name of John Holcomb, Captain of the Fourth Virginia 
Regiment, pensioned at the rate of $180 per annum from 
December one, 1807, under the Act of April 25, 1808. 
 There is no data on file relative to the family of said 
pensioner and no further data relative to him, owing to the 
destruction of papers when the War Office was burned in 1814. 
 The above note is the only soldier who served with the 
Virginia troops by the Name of John Holcomb that is found on 
the Revolutionary War records of this Bureau. 
 

The text of another response letter reads in relevant part as follows: 
 

 An exhaustive search of the Revolutionary War records of 
the Veterans Administration has been made in behalf of Mrs. 
Brosius and the only report found and reported to her was that a 
United States pension was granted Captain John Holcombe 
[sic], of Campbell County, Virginia, under the act of Congress 
approved April 25, 1808.  This pension was granted for disability 
incurred in the line of duty.  The papers in such early 
applications were destroyed when the British burned the city in 
1814, hence, no details of service, or wounds, or family are 
available from that claim. 

  In a volume entitled House List of Private Claims, 1st to 
31st Congress, it is shown that claims for commutation pay for 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


the heirs of John Holcomb for his Revolutionary War services, 
were presented to the House of Representatives during the 2nd 
Session, 23rd Congress, 1st Session, 24th Congress, 2nd Session, 
24th Congress, and 2nd Session, 25th Congress, each by petition 
and the pages of those journals are recorded, respectively, as 
106, 672, 270 and 112.  The report was adverse and laid on the 
table.  As a possible source of information desired, I would 
suggest examination of the designated pages of those journals 
in the Congressional Library. 

 
_____________________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
[The following MAY relate to the officer named above] 
 
I do Certify that Captain John Holcomb was appointed an officer in the Continental Virginia 
Line & continued in Service upwards of 3 years and has resigned the Precise time I am not 
able to ascertain. 
 Given under my hand at Richmond 14th June 1783 
     S/ Chs. Scott, B. G. [Charles Scott Brigadier General] 
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