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Pension application of John James VAS1147     vsl 24VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/15/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
Petition for bounty land 
John James – Commissary &c. 
 The only evidence offered in support of this claim is evidence which shows that John 
James was Commissary, at Hampton, during the Revolutionary war – from 1776 to 1780 – 
 There is no proof that he was a Commissioned officer, or ever a Soldier taken from the 
ranks. 
     Respectfully submitted 
     S/ John H Smith.,  Commissioner &c 
     May 21, 1834 
To his Excellency 
Governor Tazewell 
 
Sir, 
 I received your letter in regard to provisions and the Governor thinks that it would not be 
advisable to send any large quantity to Hampton as it is probable that the enemy may pay a visit 
to that place – it would be well that the old pork should be issued all at Camp that is good you 
had better try and get all the beef you can I don't doubt but there is some that is eatable about 
your Garrison – there is not a wagon at this place that can be procured to send you any bacon – if 
you cannot do without some you must entreat Colonel Muter [George Muter] to send some of the 
Country wagons from Hampton for that purpose.  I would no doubt you will do everything in 
your power to provide for the troops in the best manner possible.  I can't lend you the least 
assistance.  I am this moment going over James River to provide for the troops sent over there. 
      I am Sir your most Obedient 
May 15, 1779 
       S/ William Cat[?] 

       
 
    Fort Henry 22nd February 1780 
The Commissary is ordered to settle immediately with Mr. Henry Mann for provisions provided 
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[?] for Colo. Marshall, while he commanded this Garrison, and account of which is already 
countersigned by Colo. Marshall 
     S/ Pat. Wright, Capt. S. A. 
To Commissary James 

 
 
Sir, 
 Issue provisions for the Negroes in Country Service for Season Dress [?] 
  November 29, 1779   S/ Henry Mann, Ass. Q. M. G. 
To Mr. Jno. James 
Commissary for Hampton 

 
 
     Fort Henry 15th of February 1780 
Issue Rations for two days for one prisoner Confined in the Guard House 
    S/ Pat. Wright C. S. A. 
    Commanding Off. F. H. 

 



[Note: this file contains other documents which appear to relate to the duties of John James as 
commissary at Hampton.  I have not transcribed all the documents which are legible as posted 
because they all appeared to me to be administrative in nature.  They may, however, he of 
interest to those interested in the working of a commissary during the war.] 


