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Pension application of John Hughes VAS 1652    vsl 7 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     5/13/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Note: It is possible this is the same man as John Hughes W18082 whose transcript was posted in 
this database on even date herewith.  The description of the services and rank, however, led me 
to have sufficient doubt as to warrant a separate transcription.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia]  
 
I Howard Hobday aged 68 years of the County of Gloucester do hereby certify that I was well 
acquainted with Major John Hughes formerly of this County and know that early in the 
Revolutionary War he enlisted in the Continental service and served for and during the said war.  
I do not recollect what commission he held in service, but he was recognized and known as a 
Major and confidently believe that he bore that commission. 
   S/ Howard Hobday 

    
 
    Petition for additional bounty land 
John Hughes – Major – Continental line 
2 witnesses who are said to be credible state that John Hughes entered the service early in the 
Revolutionary war, and served, as they believe, for and during the war.  They believe that he was 
promoted Major, during his service at the North. 
John Hughes has received bounty land as Captain for a service of 7 years – to wit – 4666 2/3 
acres of land.  I have not seen any proof of his promotion:, and consequently, report the claim for 
additional bounty, not allowable.   
     Respectfully submitted 
     S/ John H Smith, Commissioner &c 
To his Excellency    April 21, 1834 
Governor Tazewell 
 In December 1784 Captain John Hughes received 5 years full pay, in move of half pay 
for life: He did not claim as major. 
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I Caleb Ginkkins1 aged 75 of Gloucester County do hereby certify that I was well acquainted 
with Major John Hughes formerly of this County and know that early in the Revolutionary war, 
as early believe as 1776, he enlisted in the Continental service, was ordered and went to the 
North he was engaged principally, in served for and during the war, when he first went to the 
North, he was a Captain, and during his service there I believe he was promoted as a major.  He 
raised a company in this County, when he entered the service, and several of my neighbors 
enlisted under him.  I distinctly recollect of seeing him in service at the siege of York Town.  
After the war he returned to this County and here lived until he died. 
[The acknowledgment of this document is so faint that it cannot be discerned but it appears to 
have been given in Gloucester County Virginia in either 1832 or 33 and is acknowledged by the 
attesting justice of the peace.  The affiant's signature does not appear.] 
 
I Henry Buchanan2 aged 71 years do hereby certify that I was well acquainted with John Hughes 
of Gloucester County and know that he entered the Army during the Revolutionary War as early 
perhaps as 1776.  I confidently believe that he remained in service until the close of the said 
[war].  I know that some short time before the siege of York, he was wounded in a small 
engagement with the enemy, at a place called Allen's Mill, some short distance from 
Williamsburg and at the same time his horse was killed under him.  I was in company with him 
at the time and waited on him, in his retiring from the engagement to a small house in the 
neighborhood.  After his recovering from this wound, and after the siege at York, he returned to 
his Regiment, and remained in service I have no doubt until the close of the war.  He was to my 
knowledge promoted as a major, for at least 12 months before he received this wound at the said 
engagement.  While Captain he commanded the troop of Cavalry to which I belonged, which was 
engaged to the North.  He was engaged to my knowledge at the battle of Guilford Court House 
[March 15, 1781], at Camden [probably the Second battle of Camden also known as the Battle of 
Hobkirk Hill, April 25, 1781] – at the battle of the Cowpens [January 17, 1781] and as 
[indecipherable word], other battles, in which I was engaged.  He was a brave and valiant officer 
and highly esteemed by all who knew him.  After the war he resided in Gloucester County where 
he died. 
     S/ Henry Buchanan 

      
[Acknowledged November 21, 1833 in York County Virginia.] 

                                                 
1 I think this is very likely Caleb Jenkins S8757 
2 Henry Buchanan S37807 
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