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Pension application of Sampson Clark VAS1808 Martha Clark   3 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     3/22/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Surry County Legislative papers 
 
The Hon. the Speaker and Members of the Senate and House of Representatives of Virginia 
  The petition of Martha Clark widow of Sampson Clark deceased, formerly of 
Surry County humbly sheweth that your petitioner is advanced in years and is very poor, having 
for many years been almost entirely dependent upon the bounty of her neighbors for support as 
her age combined with bodily infirmity rendered her incapable of doing scarcely any kind of 
labor, your petitioner is informed that her husband was a common Soldier in the Revolutionary 
Army at the time of his death.  The sufferings of your petitioner have been great indeed and but 
for her ignorance this application for the bounty of her Country would have been sooner made.  
Your petitioner being very old she cannot possibly long continue and expense to her Country.  
She feels confident that the legislature of her native state will not suffer the widow of a soldier 
who fault, bled and died in obtaining the liberty and independence of his Country to repine in 
want and misery, the few remaining years of her existence, the accompanying certificate will 
prove the facts above stated, and she trust will induce your honorable body to make for her such 
provision as may seem just and equitable & she as in duty bound will ever pray – 
     signed Martha Clark 
 
[Reverse] 
 
Martha Clark's Petition 
December 20th 1813 
(Rejected) 
 
Surry County, to wit 
We the subscribers do hereby certify that Martha Clark, Widow of Sampson Clark deceased is 
aged, infirm and in poor circumstances, & has been in this situation for a number of Years. 
We do further certify that her Husband Sampson Clark died when in the service of the Country as 
a Soldier during the Revolutionary War. 
Given under our hands the 12th day of October 1813 
      S/ Benjamin Bell 
      S/ Carter Seward 
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