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  Transcribed by Will Graves     5/7/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Henrico County Legislative Petitions 
 
  To the Hon. the Speaker and Members of the House of Delegates 
 The petition of Elizabeth Alley, most humbly Sheweth that your petitioner's late husband, 
David Alley deceased Enlisted as a Soldier in the service of the United States on the 7th day of 
August 1780 for the term of Eighteen Months – that he continued in the said Service pursuant to 
his Enlistment until the 17th day of January's 1781 when he was attacked with a Complaint of 
which he died, leaving your petitioner with a family of seven [?]1 small children all of whom 
were incapable of assisting your petitioner in procuring the necessaries of life – your petitioner is 
not only in Indigent circumstances but also aged and Infirm, and consequently unable to procure 
those comforts without which life is only a misery and being until very lately entirely Ignorant of 
that provision which the policy and Virtue of the Laws established at that eventful period at 
which her deceased Husband was induced to enter into the Service of his Country, has never 
sought any relief at the hands of the Commonwealth and now humbly prays that your Hon. 
House will take her case into Consideration and allow her such Annual pension or other 
reasonable support as to your wisdom and Justice shall seem right and your petitioner as in duty 
bound shall ever pray &c 
 
[Reverse] 
 
Eliz. Alley's Petn. 
30 October 93 
Claims 
Rejected 
reviewed 
19 Gre 93 
 
Henrico County    October Court 1793 
Elizabeth Alley appeared before the Court, as the Widow of David Alley, a soldier, who died 
whilst in the Continental service during the late American War to prove her marriage with the 
said decedent: Whereupon William Alley & Peter Cottrell being sworn, deposed, that in the 
lifetime of the said Decedent, they were well acquainted with him and the said Elizabeth – that 
they lived together as man and wife for upwards of 20 years, and it was generally admitted and 
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reputed that they were married, having never heard any report to the contrary of such a received 
opinion, Which is ordered to be certified. 
   (A Copy) 
    Test 
    S/ Adam Craig C H C 
 
I do hereby Certify that David Alley was inlisted by me for a Division in Henrico County in 
August 1780 & I Delivered him to Col. Turner Southall and his widow Elizabeth Alley is now A 
Living. 
Given under my hand this the 18th day of July 1793 
      S/ John Price 

     
Test 
S/ Sis Cyhuse 
S/ Sally Anderson 
 
I do hereby Certify that David Alley Enlisted the 7th day of August 1780 for a division of Militia 
in Henrico County to Serve for the term of Eighteen months in the Continental Army – 
     S/ Turner Southall 
     June 3, 1783 

 
 
Henrico SS 
 Priscilla Alley this day made Oath before me that as well as she remembers the above 
named David Alley, died the 17th day of January following his Enlistment, and at the time of his 
death he was in the Service of the Continent as a Soldier.  Given under my hand this 2nd day of 
August 1783 
    S/ Turner Southall 
 
N. B. A Certificate is Wanting from some Officer in the Army that the within Soldier received no 
pay 
      S/ B. Harkins 


