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Bounty Land Warrant information relating to William Nelson VAS377  VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    1/9/13 supp'd 5/30/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
  
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
In the House of delegates 
December 19th 1783 
Resolved that the Petition of William Nelson praying that he may be allowed the same bounty in 
Lands as is given by Law to Lieutenant Colonels serving 3 years in the Continental Army is 
reasonable 
1783 December 20th   Teste S/ J. Backley, CHD 
agreed to by the Senate 
 S/ ? Drew ?? 
   A Copy Test 
     S/ John Backley CHD 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Hanover County Legislative Petitions 
 
 
To the honorable the Speaker and Members of the house of Delegates 
The Memorial of Lieutenant Colonel William Nelson  
  humbly represents 
That your memorialist was among the first who took arms against the British King in the late 
glorious contest; that he served as a common soldier on the volunteer establishment; that in that 
service he actually enlisted a considerable number of Men, as did indeed many other gentlemen 
of this State; that he was appointed Major in the seventh Virginia Regiment; that he rose to the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Continental line; that after having served two years in the 
regular Army, not without some degree of credit, he flatters himself, and when he had actually a 
right to a full Colonel's commission, the ill state of his health obliged him to retire from the 
Army, which he did with the permission of his excellency the commander in chief [George 
Washington]; and that since that time he has in every invasion had the honor to command 
regiments of Militia.  Your memorialist therefore hopes your honorable Assembly will take his 
case under consideration, and allow him such bounty in land as has been bestowed on gentlemen 
in a similar predicament, and as to them may appear just. 
 And your memorialist &c 
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[Reverse] 
 
Nelson's petition 
November 20: 1783 
Referred to Propositions 
Reasonable – Stated 
Specially 


