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Bounty Land Warrant information relating to Nathaniel Morris VAS759  vsl 2VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      7/18/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
  
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 2-page file indexed under the name 
"Nathaniel Morris" with the index card calling him a 'Negro'.] 
 
I John Henry Fitzgerald do certify that Nathaniel Morriss a black man was a Continental soldier 
belonging to the 5th Virginia Regiment & marched under my command to the northward's in the 
year 1777; that he continued in the service until the close of the war, during which time I always 
found him a valuable & useful soldier & at all times ready (if able) to do his duty as such.  The 
said Morriss conceives himself entitled to a share of the Western lands appropriated for the 
benefit of the Army & at his request I have certified the above. 
Given under my hand as a Captain of the late Continental Army this 18th day of August 1796. 
    S/ Jno Henry Fitzgerald 
Test 
S/ George Ruffin 

 
 
   I do hereby certify that the above named is found in the 5th Virginia 
Regiment in the year 1776 and from the muster rolls he was always returned for 3 years or 
during the War, he was captured with me at Charlestown South Carolina [May 12, 1780]. 
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Given under my hand this 17th January 1797 – 
      S/ John Roney1 
      Late Lieut. 5th Virga Regt. 

 

                                                 
1 Thanks to C. Leon Harris for identifying this officer. 


