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Pension application of William Peery (Piery)1 VAS895    vsl 8VA 
   John Lesley 
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  Transcribed by Will Graves      9/25/13 
 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
Tazewell County [Virginia] to wit 
 This day William Peery made oath before me the Subscriber a Justice of the peace for the 
County aforesaid that the statements contained in the affidavit of Low Brown are true, that he 
enlisted for twelve months, that he returned to Montgomery on Furlough in Company with 
Captain Evans, who returned for the purpose of recruiting new men, that the said William Peery 
acted as an orderly Sergeant, that at the expiration of the term for which he enlisted he was 
discharged by Captain Evans, which discharge is now lost, that he never received a warrant for 
the land bounty which was promised him. 
     S/ William Piery 

     
[Attested June 24, 1830 in Tazewell County Virginia] 
 
Tazewell County to wit: 
 This day Low Brown made oath before me the subscriber a Justice of the peace for 
Tazewell County that in the month of March 1779 William Peery of the County of Tazewell 
enlisted in a Company commanded by Captain Jesse Evans in the Regiment commanded by 
Colonel John Montgomery, and was marched to the County of Illinois about the latter end of 
May 1779, were Incorporated in the Regiment commanded by Colonel George Rodgers Clark 
[George Rogers Clark] after the reduction of the forts of Kaskaskia and St. Vincent's 
[Vincennes], that the said William Peery acted as Sergeant and continued in the service until 
sometime in the fall of the year, when he left the Illinois and returned to the then County of 
Montgomery on Furlough in company with Captain Jesse Evans who returned for the purpose of 
enlisting more men. 
                                                 
1 Indexed in the State Library of VA under the name "Low Brown" in the Rejected Claims 
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     S/Low Brown2 

      
 
Tazewell County to wit 
This day John Lesley made oath before me that he has heard the foregoing affidavit read, and 
that the facts therein contained are true, that he served in the same Company with Mr. Peery and 
Mr. Brown. 
      S/ John Lesley 

      
[The affidavits of Low Brown and John Lesley were attested in Caswell County Virginia June 
24, 1830] 
 
Tazewell County to wit 
 This day William Piery made oath before me the subscriber a Justice of the peace for 
Tazewell County that in the month of March 1779 John Lesley of the County of Tazewell 
enlisted in a company commanded by Captain Jesse Evans in the Regiment commanded by 
Colonel John Montgomery and was marched to the country of the Illinois, about the latter end of 
May 1779 and was incorporated in the Regiment commanded by Colonel George Rogers Clark 
after the reduction of the forts of Kaskaskia and Vincennes that the said John Lesley acted as a 
common soldier in the company with himself until sometime in the fall when he left the Army 
and returned home. 
      S/ William Piery 
 
Tazewell County to wit 
This day Low Brown made oath before me that he has heard the foregoing affidavit read and that 
the facts therein contained are true, and he further certifies that Mr. Lesley served out the time of 
his enlistment in company with himself. 
      S/ Low Brown 
[both of the above affidavits were attested in Tazewell County June 24, 1830.] 
 
Tazewell County to wit 
 This day John Lesley made oath before me the subscriber a Justice of the peace for the 
aforesaid County that the statements contained in the affidavits of William Peery and Low 
Brown are true.  That he enlisted for 12 months and served the whole time and that he never 
received a warrant for the bounty land which was promised him. 
      S/ John Lesley 
[Attested June 24, 1830] 
 
Tazewell County to wit 

                                                 
2 Low Brown S5299 
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 This day William Piery made oath before me the subscriber a Justice of the peace for 
Tazewell County, that in the month of March 1779 Low Brown of the County of Tazewell 
enlisted in a company commanded by Captain Evans in the Regiment commanded by Colonel 
John Montgomery and was marched to the country of the Illinois about the latter end of May 
1779 and was incorporated in the Regiment commanded by Colonel George Rogers Clark after 
the reduction of the Forts of Kaskaskia and Vincennes that he the said Low Brown acted as a 
common soldier in the company with himself until sometime in the fall, when he left the Army 
and returned home. 
      S/ William Peery  

       
 
Tazewell County, to wit 
 This day John Lesley made oath before me that he has heard the foregoing affidavit read 
and that the facts therein contained are true and he further certifies that Low Brown served out 
the time of his enlistment in company with himself. 
      S/ John Lesley 
[Attested June 24, 1830 in Tazewell County] 
 
Tazewell County to wit 
This day Low Brown made oath before me the subscriber a justice of the peace in and for the 
County aforesaid, that the statements contained in the affidavits of William Peery and John 
Lesley are true, that he enlisted for 12 months and served the whole time and that he never 
received a warrant for the land bounty which was promised.  He further says that he has his 
discharge now in possession. 
      S/ Low Brown 
 
[Attested June 24, 1830] 


