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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
october 2, 1781 
this is to Certify that benjamin mcconell serv'd under me when in pursuit of the Enemy into 
gifford orange and chataham the term of three weeks in the Light hors way 
     S/ Joseph Byars, Ct. 
     S/ George Davidson, mg 

 
 
[p 7] 
State of Tennessee, County of __ 
 On this the Ninth Day of July A.D. 1855 personally appeared before me, Daniel Stephens 
a Justice of the Peace within and for the County and State aforesaid Jane McConnell aged about 
ninety years of age of Bedford County in the State of Tennessee who being duly sworn, declares 
that she is the widow of Benjamin McConnell, deceased, who was a private in the Company 
commanded by Capt. Joseph Byors [sic] in the __ Regiment of light horse commanded by Major 
George Davidson in the War with Great Britain or Revolutionary war of independence declared 
by the United States on the 4th day of __ A.D. seventeen seventy six, that her said husband 
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Benjamin McConnell volunteered in said company __ County North Carolina on or about the __ 
day of September A.D. 1781 for an indefinite term and continued in actual service in said 
Company and for the term of three weeks and was honorably discharged from said service at __ 
County North Carolina on or about the 2nd day of October A.D. 1781 on account of expiration of 
the Campaign for which he enlisted and that his the said Benjamin McConnell's services will 
appear by the examination of his Certificate of discharge herewith filed with this declaration. 

She further says that she was married to the said Benjamin McConnell 13th day of 
September A.D. 1808 by one Archibald Cathey, a minister of the gospel in Mecklenburg County 
State of North Carolina and that her name before marriage was Jane Rankin and that her said 
husband died in Bedford County, State of Tennessee on the 8th day of April A.D. 1820 and that 
she is still a widow. 
 She further states that she has not received, nor is not to her knowledge, entitled to 
receive Bounty Land under any act except those that she now applies for Bounty land under the 
act passed by Congress the 3rd day of March A.D. 1855. 
 She further states that having been married in North Carolina at so early a period and 
residing as she does now in Tennessee she cannot say whether there is any public record of her 
marriage or not, and that from her extreme age she cannot now think of sending back to find out.  
She stands almost alone in this country of those who started in life with her.  And she can only 
furnish the evidence of her neighbors as to her reputed marriage -- which she trust may prove 
satisfactory to the department. 
       S/ Jane McConnell 


