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Pension application of Charles Motte BLWt629-400    f16SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    7/6/09: rev'd 6/12/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of South Carolina Richland District} 
 Personally appeared before me William S. Motte,1 and made oath that he is the only son 
of Major Charles Motte who fell at the lines of Savannah in our Revolutionary War in the year 
1779 and that neither himself nor any other of his Father's heirs or Representatives have ever 
obtained a Land Warrant in right of his said Father's Services. 
 Sworn to before made this 24th of July 1813 
S/ James T. Goodwyn, JP 
     S/ W. S. Motte 

     
 
State of South Carolina Lexington District 
I John Hart2 of the State & District aforesaid depose, that I was a Captain in the 2nd South 
Carolina Continental Regiment; that Charles Motte was a Major in the same Regiment when the 
French & American Troops assailed the lines before Savannah in the Revolutionary War.3  That, 
from my infancy, I was acquainted with the whole of the Motte family: That, I knew of sd 
applicant for a military Warrant (W. S. Motte) when an infant.  Have seen him at his father's 
house & firmly believe he is the only [indecipherable word] of his father's family & whose father 
the Major I saw been killed in assailing the line before Savannah. 
Sworn to before made the first day of July A.D. 1813 
S/ James T. Goodwyn, JP 
      S/ J. Hart, formerly 
      a Capt. in the 2nd SC 
      Continl. Regiment 

                                                 
1 This man's name MAY have been William J. Motte (it is difficult to discern his middle initial as written). 
2 John Hart W3805 
3 Siege of Savannah September 16-October 9, 1779 http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790916-savannah/ 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/w3805.pdf
http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790916-savannah/


     
 
State of South Carolina Richland District 
 Before me personally appeared Peter Horry and made oath that [indecipherable word] by 
grade in the general line agreeable to the laws of Congress & established was promoted from the 
majority of the 2nd South Carolina Continental Regiment to the Lieutenant Colonenay [sic, 
Colonelcy] in the 5th Regiment of the aforesaid State, that by the order of General Lincoln he 
was attached to the Light Corps commanded by Colonel Laurence [John Laurens] that when the 
attack was made on the lines of Savannah this Corps was broken shortly after the attack 
commenced, that this Deponent in endeavoring to rally the Corps which was broken came to the 
spot where Major Charles Motte lay slain before the Abettes [sic, abattis], that he served in the 
same Regiment with Major Motte as Captains previous to his promotion, this Deponent further 
swears he has no reason to doubt but believes William S. Motte the applicant for a Military 
Warrant to be the son of Major Charles Motte above mentioned. 
Sworn to before made this first July 1813 
      S/ Peter Horry 

      
S James T. Goodwyn, JP 


