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Pension application of Archibald Lytle (Litle) 1 BLWt74-500  f27NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 8/10/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[Transcriber's Note: the material in red below are labeled as having been forged in the official 
files of the War Department.  Consequently, DO NOT RELY ON ANYTHING IN RED TYPE.  
IT IS GIVEN HERE SIMPLY TO REFLECT WHAT IS IN THE FILE.] 
 
[p 26] 
Know all men by these presents that I William Lytle of the County of Davidson and State of Tennessee 
heir at law to Archibald Lytle deceased a Colonel in the late Continental line of North Carolina do 
hereby appoint and constitute and empower the Honorable William Dickson2 a representative to 
Congress for the State of Tennessee, my true and lawful attorney for me and in my stead to receive 
from the Honorable the Secretary of War or any other person Authorized to the delivered the same such 
land warrant or warrants as the said Archibald deceased was entitled to for his services as a Colonel 
aforesaid hereby giving to my said attorney full and ample power to do all and every in the premises 
which I could do were I personally present promising to Ratify and confirm whatever he made lawfully 
do. 
 In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 12th day of November 1802 
     S/ Will Lytle3 

      
[p 25] 
I certify that Archibald Lytle deceased Served as a Lieutenant Colonel in the North Carolina line of the 
Army of the United States to the end of the late war, at the close of which to the best of my recollection 
& belief, he was promoted to the grade & receive the pay &c of a Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 
City of Washington 
December 28, 1802    S/ Ab. Thomas 

       
                                                 
1 & Rej. File 20322 in which papers are forged 
2 DICKSON, William, a Representative from Tennessee; born in Duplin County, N.C., May 5, 1770; educated at Grove 
Academy, Kenansville, N.C.; moved with his parents to Tennessee in 1795; studied medicine and practiced in Nashville for 
many years; member of the State house of representatives 1799-1803 and served as speaker; elected as a Republican to the 
Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Congresses (March 4, 1801-March 3, 1807); trustee of the University of Nashville 1806-1816; 
died in Nashville, Tenn., in February 1816; interment in a rural cemetery near Nashville. 
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=D000333  
3 Will (William) Lytle S46228 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=D000333
http://revwarapps.org/s46228.pdf


[p 3] 
State of Tennessee Davidson County 
 To all to whom shall see these presents.  Know ye that I William Lytle of the County and State 
aforesaid heir of Colonel Archibald Lytle Deceased, do hereby appoint and by these presents do appoint 
Doctor William Dickson, my true and lawful Attorney for me and in my name, and for the express 
purpose of Drawing from the Secretary of Treasury of the United States of America, or from such other 
person as may be legally Authorized to do the same, the Land Warrant or such proportion of Land that 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Archibald Lytle was entitled to, for his Services in the Continental 
line of the State of North Carolina, and which was allowed the officers and soldiers in the North West 
Territory by an Act of Congress, and whereas I the said William Lytle, heir and Devisee of the said 
Archibald Lytle Deceased do hereby fully authorize and empower the said William Dickson to use all 
lawful means to draw the said Warrant or proportion of Land that the said Archibald Lytle was entitled 
to for his Services aforesaid, giving the said Dickson full power and Authority to sign my name and 
affix my seal to any instrument that may be required of him either by the Secretary of Treasurer [sic], 
or such other person as may be authorized to settle the same, And it is understood that my said Attorney 
is hereby vested with express power in transacting and doing the business aforesaid as I possibly could 
exercise myself were I personally present, promising to ratify and confirm all he made lawfully do in 
the premises. 
 In Testimony whereof I the said William Lytle heir and Devisee of Colonel Archibald Lytle hath 
set my hand & affixed my seal this 13th day of August 1803.     
     S/ Will. Lytle Heir {Seal} 

      
 
[p 11] 
State of Tennessee Davidson County 
 This day appeared John Nichols Esquire before me Thomas Tolbert one of the Justices for the 
County aforesaid, who made oath that he verily believes and was informed that Archibald Lytle was 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant in the Continental line of the State of North Carolina in the late 
revolutionary War, and that he also believes that William Lytle, who has given a power of attorney to 
Doctor William Dickson is heir to the said Archibald Lytle Deceased as he this Deponent lived a long 
time with them in Hillsborough in the State of North Carolina, and that they claimed each other as 
Brothers, this first day of September 1803 
Sworn to before me 
S/ Thomas Tolbert    S/ John Nichols 

      
 
[p 7] 
State of South Carolina, Spartanburg District 
 For the purpose of obtaining the benefit of an act entitled “An Act for the relief of certain 
officers and soldiers of the Army of the revolution” approved on the 15th of May 1828, I Archibald 
Litle of the State of North Carolina, Rutherford County, do hereby declare, that I was commissioned a 
lieutenant colonel in the 6th Regiment, North Carolina (on the 26th day of January 1777, line in the 
Continental establishment, Colonel Gideon Lamb commanded the 6th Regiment, and served as such to 
the end of the war. 
 And I also declare, that I afterwards received a certificate (commonly called a commutation 



certificate) for a sum equal to five years full pay, which some was offered by the resolve of Congress of 
the 22nd of March 1783, instead of half pay for life, to which I was entitled under the resolve of the 21st 
of October 1780. 
 And I do further declare, that I have not as a pensioner, received from the United States, since 
the 3rd  of March, 1826, not a cent, nor in any other way, or at any other time. 
 Sworn to before me, this seventh of March, 1829. 
     S/ Archibald Litle 
S/ Robert Wilkins, JQ {L. S.} 
  The Secretary of the Treasury will Ford to me at Rutherford Court house, North Carolina &c 
     S/ A. Litle 
“Forged by H. Moore” 
“Forged” 
State of South Carolina, Spartanburg district 
 For the purpose of obtaining the amount of pay accruing to me for the half year ending on the 
second day of March, 1829, under the act, entitled “An Act for the relief of certain surviving officers 
and Soldiers of the Army of the revolution,” approved the 15th of May, 1828, I John Nelson, formerly 
of Frankland [sic] County, Tennessee, but now a resident of York District, South Carolina, do hereby 
declare, that I was a Captain, commissioned as such, in the fourth Regiment North Carolina (in the year 
1777) promoted to a major, on the third of February, 1778, and continued in that capacity, to the end of 
the War.  Colonel Thomas Polk commanded said Regiment in the Continental line of North Carolina as 
was more fully set forth on my application for the benefits of said act, and that I have been found 
entitled by the Secretary of the Treasury, under that act to the pay of a Captain of Artillery in the said 
line.  Witness my hand, this fifth of March, 1829. 
       S/ John Nelson 
  Sworn before me, 
S/ Robert Wilkens, JQ. {L. S.} 
 
This Certifies that Archibald Lytle Deceased was Lieutenant Colonel Commandant in the North 
Carolina Continental Service in the late War with Great Brittain, this seventh of September 1803. 
        S/ H. Murfree [Hardy Murfree]4 
        Lieut. Col. in the North  
        Carolina Cont. Service 

 
 
[p 12] 
Entry on list of County land warrants issued since 1801 shows as follows – Warrant 84 for 500 acres 
service of Archibald Lytle, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant North Carolina Line issued November 20 
                                                 
4 Hardy Murfree BLWt1528-450 

http://revwarapps.org/blwt1528-450.pdf


2, 1804 to William Lytle [Brother and heir of Archibald Lytle] and delivered to one William Dickson. 
 
“Do not use any data on the two papers dated 1829.  They were forged.” 


