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Pension application of Robert Howe BLWt856-1100   fn20NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     6/14/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
Sarah Dry Smith maketh oath that she was well acquainted with Major General Robert Howe of 
the Continental line & his wife Mrs. Sarah how from her infancy, & also Robert Howe of 
Brunswick County, State of North Carolina, their son & that she never knew that General Howe 
had any other male there, but the said Robert Howe the Claimant. 
     S/ Sarah Dry Smith 

    
Sworn to in open Court the 28th day of July A.D. 1819 
 
[fn p. 6: Power of attorney dated February 1, 1820 in Brunswick County North Carolina 
executed by Robert Howe granting his attorney, Samuel Hankins of Brunswick County full 
power and authority to sell "All Military lands that he may obtain in the name of the late Major 
General Robert Howe." 

    ] 
 
The Deposition of John Pryor1 of lawful Age, taken before me and Alderman of the City of 
Richmond this 19th day of February 1820. 
 Deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted with Major General Robert Howe of the 
Revolutionary Army In the year 1775, he commanded the North Carolina Troops as Colonel at 
the Battle of Great bridge or about that time, and at Norfolk, and to the best of my recollection 
was recognized by the State of Virginia in some great, and afterwards was appointed a Major 
General in the United States Service, He commanded a division in the main Army in 1778, 1779 
& 1780 and served as a member of the Court martial, held for the trial of General Charles Lee in 
1778, and Commanded the expedition against Verplank's Point, at the time that Stoney Point was 
attacked and carried by General Wayne, and I believe that he continued in service until the Close 
of the Revolutionary War, as I have never heard of his Resignation, and it seems he died in 1786. 
        S/ J. Pryor 

                                                 
1 This is PROBABLY the same man as BLWt1750-200 
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City of Richmond Sct. 
Before me an Alderman of said City personally appeared and made oath that the above 
Deposition contains the Truth to the best of his knowledge and belief.  Given under my hand this 
19th day of February 1820 
       S/ James Whitlock 


