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Pension application of Robert McMahan (McMahon) R16357 Nancy McMahan  f9VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      5/9/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
Declaration of a widow for a Revolutionary pension under the acts of Congress of July 29, 1848, 
and February 3, 1853 
State of Illinois 
County of Madison: Sct. 
Be it remembered that on the 20th day of January in the year of our Lord 1858 personally 
appeared before the County court within and for the County and State aforesaid, Nancy 
McMahon, a resident of the County of Madison, and State of Illinois, aged eighty years, who 
being first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following declaration, in order 
to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the acts of Congress of July 29, 1848, and 
February 3, 1853, granting pensions to certain widows of persons who served during the 
Revolutionary war; that she is the widow of Robert McMahan, deceased, who was a __ in the 
company commanded by Captain __ , in the Regiment commanded by Colonel __ in the 
Revolutionary war; that her said husband entered the service as aforesaid on or about the year 
A.D. 1780, and left the service about the year 1781; that the names of the officers under whom 
he served are not now recollected by her though she believes the General was Stevens or 
Lawson, that at the time he entered the service he resided in the County of Augusta and State of 
Virginia and was marched from thence to Guilford Courthouse in the State of North Carolina, 
that he was engaged in the battle [March 15, 1781] fought there and was taken prisoner – that he 
served to the best of her belief, one year and upwards in the Revolutionary War that she was 
lawfully married to the said Robert McMahan in the County of St. Clair and State of Illinois on 
the __ day of June, A.D. 1795; that her name before she was married to the said Robert 
McMahan was Nancy Kester; that her said husband died in the County of Madison and State of 
Illinois, on the __ day of __, A.D. 1823; and that she was married to him at the time above stated.  
She further declares that she is now a widow; and, finally, she hereby constitutes and appoints 
Richard M Young, of Washington city, her lawful attorney, to prosecute her said claim to a 
pension, and to receive her certificate of pension when ready for delivery. 
     S/ Nancy McMahon, X her mark 
witnesses 
Joshua Atwater 
Matthew Gillespie 
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