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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina County of Stokes 

On this the first day of March A.D. 1852 personally appeared before the Subscriber a 
Justice of the peace in and for the County and State aforesaid Jesse Cox a resident of Stokes 
County in the State of North Carolina aged seventy-five years who being duly sworn according 
to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the 
provision made by the act of Congress passed on the 4th day of July A.D. 1836: That he is the 
son and heir at law of Mary Cox who was the widow of Joshua Cox deceased, and the said 
Joshua Cox was an officer in the war of the Revolution.  Some part of the time he was a 
recruiting officer and the balance of the time he was a Captain and served in said war as such and 
further that the said Joshua Cox served in said war as a private, refer to the proofs sent with this.  
He further declares that he believes that his father was married to his mother, Mary Cox, in the 
AD 1770.  That his father Captain Joshua Cox died at his residence in Stokes County in the State 
aforesaid on the first day of October 1821 and that his mother, the widow of the said Joshua Cox, 
died at her residence on the 11th day of January 1837.  That she was still the widow of the said 
Joshua Cox: and that she left three children, who survived her whose names are as follows: 
Joshua Cox, Jesse Cox and Mary Halbert called this fact will more fully appear by reference to 
other proofs herewith presented.  He makes this declaration for his brother and sister, or their 
heirs, as well as for himself: Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year first above 
written. 
S/ Jas Rierson [?], JP     S/ Jesse Cox 

        
 
[fn p. 40: Jesse Cox filed a similar application adding reference to another sibling, Catharine Cox 
as having also survived his mother, but who, along with all his other siblings are now dead.] 
 
[fn p. 19:  To support his application, the applicant relied on the evidence contained in the 
pension application of John Fields [John Fields S8471] in which that veteran claimed service 
under Capt. Joshua Cox.  The War Department acknowledged that service but says that it only 
proved the 42-day service specifically claimed by Fields under Cox.] 
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[fn p. 5: Copy of a marriage bond dated May 7, 1769, issued in Rowan County North Carolina to 
secure the marriage of Joseph Cox to Mary Neal.  The bondsman were Joshua Cox, Adam 
Mitchell, Thomas Neal, and Richard Cox] 
 
[fn p. 31] 
State of North Carolina County of Stokes: SS 

On this the 14th day of September 1853 before me a Justice of the peace in and for the 
County and State aforesaid, personally appeared William Moore aged seventy-nine years a 
resident of Stokes County and State aforesaid, who being duly sworn according to law doth on 
his oath make the following statement concerning the services of Joshua Cox in the 
Revolutionary War.  He states first that he knew said Cox in the time of said war for he, Cox, 
served near his Father's, and that he believes Cox done a great deal of service during the war, 
both as a private and as Captain, for at his Father's there was a kind of barracks where the 
officers trained their men for the war, for he recollects perfectly well to have seen them drilling 
at his Father's for days together.  Some were drilling on horse back and others on foot and he 
thinks that there were militia companies ordered out by Colonels John Armstrong or Winston, he 
don't think that these men made very long trips, before they would return there were a great 
many Tories in Surry County and they had to fight them a great deal and no doubt but they 
fought the British when they were in North Carolina.  And in particular he states that he saw the 
said Joshua Cox, among these men at his Father's who were drilling, and a part of the time the 
said Cox was Captain, for he recollects very well to have seen him mustering his men at his 
Father's until they got ready to start off, but how long was gone, or how long he served he can't 
say but he can't say that he has good reasons to believe that the said Joshua Cox was a good 
soldier and done good deal of service in that war for he lived close by Captain Cox, aforesaid, 
and knew him in time of the war and after the war and he was always considered as having 
rendered to his country much good service in that war and no one ever doubted that fact as he 
knows of and he knew him until the said Cox died and moreover he states the said Joshua Cox 
married one Miss Neal, and they had several children all of whom are dead but one, whose name 
is Jesse Cox, And further this deponent saith not. 

       S/ Wm Moore 
 
[fn p. 35] 
State of North Carolina County of Stokes: SS 
On this the 13 day of September 1855 before me a Justice of the peace in and for the County & 
state aforesaid personally appeared James Nichiston1 a pensioner of the United States for 
services in the Revolutionary war aged eighty-eight years a resident of Stokes County in the 
State aforesaid, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following 
statement relative to the services of Joshua Cox’s services in the Revolutionary War.  He states 
that he knew Joshua Cox in time of war, before he himself went to the war, and knows that said 
Cox served in the war, as a private and a Captain from what he saw and heard said Joshua Cox 
say about serving and other people said to about Cox as a good soldier, he states that he lived in 
the same neighborhood with Mr. Joshua Cox aforesaid before he went to the war himself and 
knows as he knows other neighborhood reports said Cox was appointed Captain over a company 
of men in Surry County North Carolina to keep down the Tories for they were very bad in that 
                                                 
1 James Nicholson (Nickeston, Nicheston) S8918 
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part of the County of Surry, together with Captain Cloud, Colonels Jack and James Martin, 
Colonels Armstrong, Winston and Williams together with many others, and he states that about 2 
1/2 years before the war closed that he himself joined the Continental Army though under age his 
father Isaac Nichelston belonged to the same Army and took him to the Army though very young 
and that after the war ended he came back home to Surry and the said Captain John Joshua Cox 
was still serving in the same County of Surry and that was at said Cox’s house many times and 
heard him talk about the war.  And further he states that on a certain occasion Captain Cox in 
company with Colonel Martin in an engagement with the Tories, and perhaps some British the 
said Cox had his horse killed under him and says this engagement took place near where he 
lived, and that he has no doubt that said Cox did much good service to his Country in that war, 
but he can't tell how much, certainty, And he states moreover, that the said Cox married into the 
Neal family and that they had several children of home all died but one son whose name is Jesse 
Cox, and further this deponent saith not. 
       S/ James Nichelston, X his mark 
 
[fn p. 24: Certificate dated November 23, 1852 from the North Carolina Comptroller showing 
miscellaneous payments made to a Joshua Cox for military service during the revolution.] 


