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Pension application of Thomas Gazaway (Gasaway) R3959 Jane Gazaway  f29NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      rev'd 8/8/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[State of Ohio, Ross County] 
 On this 18th day of March personally appeared in open Court the Court of Common Pleas now 
Sitting Thomas Gazaway a Resident of Ross County his age Seventy Nine years who being first duly 
cautioned & sworn according to Law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 
the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he was born in the State of Maryland 
near Baltimore in 1754 removed to Rowan County North Carolina where in 1776 he was drafted into 
the Militia under Captain Branan [John Brandon] & Colonel Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] served 
under this draft two months & a half after this removed to Berkeley County Virginia & was drafted into 
a light Horse Company under Major Rish Willis [?], Captain Robert Throgmorton [Robert 
Throckmorton] & Lieutenant Alvin Throgmorton [Albion Throckmorton] and served for two months & 
about a half.  This service was I think in 1780 – In 1777 I enlisted under Captain George Reid & 
Lieutenant Abram Linsey & served for nine months making in all 14 months service.  I never was in a 
Battle.  I have no documentary evidence of my service having lost both my discharges one from 
Captain Rice the other from Major Rish Willis-- I know of no one living except Andrew Kelly who can 
testify to my services as a soldier of the Revolution my memory is very much impaired by age & 
infirmities I can however recollect seeing General Morgan & General Dark.  I have resided in Ross 
County Ohio ever since I left Berkeley County Virginia being about 23 years, last past – where & in 
what year was you born[?]-- I was born near Baltimore in Maryland in 1754.  Have you any record of 
your age and if so where is it?  I have no record of my age.  Where were you living when called into 
service where have you lived since the Revolutionary War & where do you now live[?] I lived in 
Rowan County North Carolina when I entered the service I lived in Berkeley County Virginia after the 
War & now live in Ross County Ohio.  How were you called into the service, were you drafted did you 
volunteer or were you a substitute[?]  I was first drafted, then I volunteered then I was drafted again in 
1780.  I never was a substitute for anyone[.]  State the names of some of the officers who were with the 
Troops where you served such Continental & militia Regiments as you can recollect and the general 
circumstances of your service[.]  [A]s before stated my memory is much impaired by age & infirmities 
I never was in any Battle I can recollect seeing General Morgan & General Dark & I served as above 
stated in my declaration[.]  Did you ever receive a discharge & what has become of it [?]  I received 
two discharges one from Captain Rice & one from Major Rish Willis but they were both lost many 
years ago not having been thought of much value[.]  State some persons to whom you are Known in 
your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief of your 
services as a soldier of the Revolution [.]  Andrew Kelly & Thomas Gazaway Jr. & Pleasant Thurman 
are well acquainted with me & can state as to what they know and believe of my services in the 
Revolution[.]  [H]e hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
& declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of any State. 
      S/ Thomas Gazaway, X his mark 
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Andrew Kelly after being duly sworn as the Law directs in the matter of Thomas Gazaway for a 
pension deposes & says that he is well acquainted with the said Gazaway that he knows of his own 
personal Knowledge that said Gazaway [was] drafted as a soldier in the Revolutionary Army in 1780 in 
a light Horse Company company under Major Rish Willis & Captain Robert Throgmorton & 
Lieutenant Albin Throgmorton & that said Gazaway served in said Company as a soldier of the 
Revolution for two months & about a half and further he saith not. 
      S/ Andrew Kelly 
 
[p 4] 
Thomas Gazzaway [sic] makes this amendatory declaration to his original declaration of 18th of March 
A.D. 1834 made before the Court of Common Pleas of Ross County Ohio to obtain the benefit of the 
act of Congress of June 7th 1832, says that after his draft in 1776 into the militia under Captain Branan 
& Colonel Rutherford, the Company marched from Salisbury to Cross Creek near which a Battle was 
expected to be fought & had been long before the company arrived the company then returned to 
Salisbury scouting [?] on our return for Tories we were then discharged after having served two months 
& a half months in this tour – This deponent further states that in 1777 he enlisted under Captain 
George Reid & Lieutenant Abram Linsey in Frederick County Virginia & after waiting some time to 
gather forces we marched to Martinsburg [sic] & remained there two months, we then marched to 
Hagerstown Maryland stayed there two or three weeks & then returned to Martinsburg & remained 
there four weeks & was then discharged making in all about the time mentioned in my original 
declaration.  This deponent further states that in 1780 he was drafted into a light Horse Company at 
Head Spring Berkeley County Virginia under Major Rich Willis & Captain Robert Throgmorton & 
Lieutenant Albin Throgmorton we then marched to Battle Town remained there some time & was 
discharged there after a tour of two months & a half.  This deponent further says that in the three tours 
above spoken of he served in each case as a private only in each case & in no other capacity & that he 
never served in any or either of the said tours as a substitute for any person whatever [.]  This deponent 
further states that each of the above tours were performed with embodied Corps called into service by 
competent Authority & that during the periods of service above spoken of this deponent was not 
engaged or engaged in any civil pursuit and further says not. 
    Thomas Gazaway, X his mark 
 
[standard certificate as to reputation for veracity, age and service as a Soldier in the Revolution given 
by Pleasant Thurman, Andrew Kelly and Thomas Gazaway, Jr. 
 
State of Ohio, Ross County 
 William Kelley (aged 80 years) of this County of Ross and State of Ohio makes oath and sayeth 
that he with was well acquainted with Thomas Gazaway of the State of Virginia, and knows that said 
Thomas Gazaway Served one tour in the Revolutionary war, in the State of Virginia, as a soldier in said 
War.  Said Thomas Gazaway was married to Jane Kelley (my sister) in the time of the Revolutionary 
War in the State of Virginia Berkeley County.  Said Thomas Gazaway resided in the State of Virginia 
until in the year A.D. 1811, he removed to the State of Ohio in the Year 1811 in the County of Ross, 
and lived in said Ross County until he died which was in the year A.D. 1835, aged about 81 years.  
Jane Gazaway, his wife, died in the month of February A.D. 1842 at the County of Ross aged about 80 
years.  The following are the names of the Children of the said Thomas Gazaway and Jane Gazaway, 
John Gazaway, Mary Gazaway, William Gazaway, Thomas Gazaway, Nicholas Gazaway, Martha 
Gazaway and Andrew Gazaway. 
       S/ William Kelley 
[substantially identical affidavit given by Andrew Kelley (aged 88 years)] 
 



[p 10:  On September 27, 1852 in Ross County Ohio, Nicholas Gasaway, 58, executed a power of 
attorney in which he states he is the son of Thomas Gasaway a soldier of the revolution from the state 
of Virginia who died February 15, 1835; that his mother's name was Jane; that she died February 16, 
1842; that they were married in 1779 in Berkeley County Virginia and were residents of Ross County 
Ohio when they died.  He signed the power of attorney with his mark.] 
 
[Facts in file: the names of the children of the veteran and his wife were: John, Mary, William, Thomas, 
Nicholas, Martha and Andrew Gazaway.] 


