
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 
Pension application of Joel Harrell (Herrell) R4635    fn24NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     4/14/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Where the meaning is not 
compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks 
appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates 
that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the 
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that 
provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, 
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use 
speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my 
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 
misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than 
words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[Illinois, White County] 
 On this 3rd day of April 1843 personally appeared in open court before the Circuit Court 
of White County State of Illinois now sitting, Joel Harrell a resident of the said County of White 
& State aforesaid – Aged eighty-five years (nearly) who being first duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 
Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated.  He resided in Martin County North Carolina when he volunteered to 
serve a tour of three months, and did serve under Captain Mays, his Lieutenant was named then 
Whitley, the particular date of the service he cannot distinctly state nor can he recollect the 
names of his field officers, he was marched on to the Pedee River in South Carolina was taken 
sick during the time and was sent to the hospital at Salisbury.  His three months service expired 
while he was in the hospital.  He remained there for some 3 or 4 weeks after discharged before 
he could be moved.  After his recovery he removed to the State of Virginia, into Botetort [sic, 
Botetourt] County, where he was drafted to serve a three months tour, and served under Captain 
Yallerly1 [?] – Hugh Allen [Hugh "Big Mouth" Allen] was his Lieutenant and Lockard [probably 
Patrick Lockhart] was the name of the Major, this was about the month of August 1781 – he was 
marched from Botetourt County to Little York and was at the taking of Corn Wallis [Cornwallis].  
After the surrender of Cornwallis the Army was marched back towards home, and after passing 
Richmond at the forks of the road where one went to Winchester and the other of James River his 
company was discharged just ten days before the expiration of the three months.  He was then 
two hundred miles or more from his home in Botetourt County – he states as the reason why his 
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application for a pension has been thus long delayed – that he was informed by a lawyer that as 
the Terms of his service was less than 10 days than 6 months that it would be unnecessary to 
make application.  But he is induced now to hope that his government will allow him for his 
travel of 200 miles home and grant him a pension (he served as a private both tours) 
He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and 
declares that his name is not on the Pension roll of the agency of any State whatever. 
Sworn and subscribed the day and year above written in open Court before me 
S/ Jas. Ratcliff, Clk     S/ Joel Harrell, X his mark 
[Leander W McKnight, JP, and Pliny H Gowdy gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
1st Where and in what year were you born? Ans.  I was born in the year 1758 in Bertie County 
North Carolina. 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? Ans.  The record of my age has been 
accidentally burnt. 
3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live? Ans.  In Martin County North Carolina and in 
Botetourt County Virginia – since the revolutionary war I have lived in Kentucky & Illinois all 
the time. 
4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a 
substitute, and if in substitute, for whom?  Ans.  The first Tour I volunteered – on the 2nd I was 
drafted. 
5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, 
such Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of 
your service. Ans.  I can't recollect any of the General officers except General Washington & 
Major Campbell 
6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what 
has become of it?  Ans.  I received discharges from my Captains and they were burnt in the 
house when the Bible containing them & the record of my age was burnt. 
7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who 
can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the 
revolution.  Ans.  Leander W McKnight and Pliny H Gowdy. 
 
[fn p. 7: Power of attorney dated September 18, 1852 executed in White County Illinois by 
Arkada Herrell, 58, who states she is the widow of Joel Herrell a soldier of the revolution who 
served in South Carolina [sic] and died June 30, 1846; that she married him June 1, 1812 at 
which time they were both residents of Trigg County Kentucky where they resided for 10 years 
after their marriage then moved to White County Illinois.] 
 
[fn p. 22: Certificate dated January 29, 1853 from the North Carolina Comptroller listing 
payments made to one Joel Herrill for military services during the Revolutionary War.] 


