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Pension application of William Humphrey (Humphreys) R5377   f34VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      5/18/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Virginia Smyth County to wit 
 Be it remembered that on this 23rd day of August in the year 1833 personally appeared in 
open Court holden for the said County of Smyth and being a Court of Record William Humphrey 
resident in the County aforesaid and aged seventy-one years who being first sworn according to 
law doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the provision made by the 
act of Congress of the 7th of June 1832.  That he the said William Humphrey was a drafted militia 
man from the County of Fluvanna in the State of Virginia (the place of his birth) in the year 1780 
for eighteen months, was put under command of Captain Graves and marched to the County of 
Hanover – was then transferred to the Command of Captain Holt Richardson [Holt Richeson] 
and marched to the South about July 1780, and arrived in Carolina just after the battle of 
Guilford [Guilford Court House, March 15, 1781], sometime after that time but cannot recollect 
correctly from the failure of memory he was again marched back into Virginia and attached to 
the 3rd Regiment of Infantry commanded by Colonel Dabney by him he was marched to York 
where he remained until after the siege and surrender of the British Army [October 19, 1781], 
sometime in November he was discharged by the Commandant of the Regiment Colonel Dabney 
having filled up the time of seventeen months service of severe duty for which he has never 
received one cent of Pay, his discharge was signed by Colonel Dabney and dated at York Town – 
but which has been long since lost being considered of no value after the War.  The affiant is now 
old and palsied and cannot bring Ford but only one evidence of his service unless his name may 
be found on the Rolls of the 3rd Regiment of Infantry commanded by Colonel Dabney or of the 
18 months men drafted in 1780 in Fluvanna Virginia that he hereby relinquishes every claim 
whatever to a pension except the present and that his name is not on the Roll of any State nor has 
he hereto for received one cent of Pay or Pension for the service before stated.  Sworn to and 
declared on the 23rd day of August 1833 
      S/ William Humphrey, X his mark 
 
Smyth County to wit 
 I Edward Barker1 of said County and well acquainted with William Humphrey who has 
signed and sworn to the foregoing Declaration and believe him to be seventy-one years of age 
and know that he was a revolutionary soldier having seen him doing duty as a private Soldier at 
York during the Siege and believe that he was attached to the 3rd Regiment that he himself was 

                                                 
1 Edward Barker R496 
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often detailed with the said William Humphrey on various duties and that he remained there until 
after the enemy had surrendered.  Sworn to the 23rd day of August 1833 
     S/ Edward Barker, X his mark 
[James Brumfield, a clergyman and Alfred H Atkins gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Facts in file: The veteran died March 22, 1850 in Smyth County Virginia; the name of his wife 
is not given and she did not survive him.  The names of his children who were living in 1853 
were David at health and John L Humphrey both residents of Smyth County; Eliza, the wife of J. 
Benett; Susan, the wife of M. Rector and Nancy, the wife of William Brown.] 


