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Pension application of Samuel Jackson R5529  Vashti Jackson   f56VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      12/12/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 8] State of Indiana Floyd County: SS 
 On this 3rd day of March personally appeared before the Board of Commissioners of 
County of Floyd & State of Indiana Samuel Jackson a resident of said County aged seventy-
seven years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the Act of Congress passed 
June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered into the Army of the United States in the year 1775 in the month of 
September with Captain Cuthbert Harrison & served under the following named officers Colonel 
William Grayson, Major Lavin Powel [Levin Powell] & continued as a private in this minute 
service six months – 
 In March 1776 – Volunteered under Captain Jonathan Furguson [Jonathan Ferguson] and 
continued in this service four months – 
 In July 1776, he enlisted in the regular Service under Captain Thomas West in the 3rd 
Virginia Regiment for three years or during the War. 
 He was born in the year 1756 at Prince William County State of Virginia has no record of 
his age. 
 When he was called into the service he lived at Dumfries Prince William County State of 
Virginia – since the revolutionary war he lived in Virginia until 1798 he then moved to Kentucky 
Mason County & lived in Kentucky until 1820 – then moved to Floyd County State of Indiana 
where he now resides.  – 
 He volunteered under Captain Harrison & under Ferguson, & enlisted in the regular 
service under Captain West – 
 He was engaged in the battle at Norfolk long bridge1 when under Captain Ferguson –  
 When under Captain Harrison he marched to Williamsburg then to little York & thence to 
Hampton where he wintered & his six months expired in the minute service – he was a private in 
this service – 
 Under Captain Ferguson he marched to Norfolk long bridge, and after the battle to 
Hampton – then returned to Dumfries – & in July 1776 enlisted in the regular Service for three 
years or during the war & marched to Alexander from thence to Baltimore then started for 
Philadelphia on the way to Philadelphia – was taken sick & unable to march and was put into a 
                                                 
1 The Battle of Long Bridge or Great Bridge took place on December 9, 1775.  The veteran may or may not be 
referring to this engagement.  Clearly the time he states he was under the officer at that engagement does not match 
the date of the engagement. 
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baggage wagon which wagon was upset by which means he received an injury which disabled 
him from service & was permitted to return to Dumfries on parol to return to the Army if fit for 
duty but was not fit for duty again during the war – but was at all times during the war under the 
control of the Army.  – 
 His Officers in the first Service was Captain Harrison, Major Levin Powel & Colonel 
William Grayson – 
2.  Jonathan Ferguson Captain – Colonel Steel in the regular Service, he enlisted under Captain 
West, but was attached to the company of Captain Philip Lee, Major Andrew Leach [Andrew 
Leitch] & Colonel Weedon [George Weedon] 3rd Virginia Regiment – he never received a written 
discharge he is acquainted with Isaac Henry [?] & __  
 He has no documentary evidence & that he knows of no person whose testimony he can 
procure who can testify to his service. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the Pension roll of the agency of any State – 
    S/ Samuel Jackson 

     
[Seth Woodruff, a clergyman, and Lathrop Ecleskin [?] gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 34: On September 17, 1841 in Morgan County Illinois, the veteran applied for the transfer of 
his pension benefit to the Illinois agency stating that he had moved to Morgan County Illinois 
where he intends to remain to live with his children because of his advanced years and that his 
eyesight has nearly failed him.] 
 
[p 4: On May 1, 1855 in Morgan County Illinois, Reuben Wright and Kessiah Wright his wife, 
aged respectively 64 years and 53 years made application for the pension due Kessiah's mother 
as the widow of a revolutionary war pensioner; they state that Kessiah Wright is the daughter of 
Samuel Jackson; that besides Kessiah there were the following children Samuel Jackson: Lucy 
Stansberry, Nancy Daniels, Polly Weldon, Charles Jackson, Zepeniah Jackson & John Jackson; 
that there are no other children or children of children surviving as of 1855; that Samuel Jackson 
died in Morgan County Illinois March 12, 1844 leaving a widow Vashti Jackson who died 
September 28, 1846 at age 83; that she remembers her mother saying that she married Samuel 
Jackson when she was 19 years old; that subtracting her age would means her mother was born 
in 1763 and was married in 1782; that she remembers her parents stating that they were married 
in Culpeper County Virginia by a minister named Hobbs.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $33.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 10 months in the Virginia militia.] 


