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  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/15/10 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
[Note: this file contains no actual pension application. There is no information in the file which 
indicates what happened to it.] 
 
[fn p. 11] 
      Clarksville Tennessee August 4th 1838 
Dear Sir, 
 I have very often made application to the Department in relation to the pension papers of 
Barnes & have been as often answered that none such had reached the office -- and supposed that 
they had been lost in the mail -- upon looking over a bundle of old papers, I find the enclosed 
paper which I now send you -- all of which is in my own hand writing except the signatures of 
the different witnesses & officers & which I knew I had prepared for the old man when I so often 
applied to you in relation to his papers. I have not seen the old man for some years but should the 
papers be such as to authorize a pension I will transmit it to him or his family who now resides in 
Stewart County for I am not certain now that the old man is living but I suppose if he has since 
died that he will be entitled to the time of his death if his papers justify a pension. 
    I am very respectfully 
     your friend 
      S/ C. Johnson1

                                                 
1 JOHNSON, Cave, a Representative from Tennessee; born in Robertson County, Tenn., January 11, 1793; 
pursued an academic course and attended Cumberland College, Nashville, Tenn.; studied law; was admitted to the 
bar in 1814 and commenced practice in Clarksville, Tenn.; prosecuting attorney of Montgomery County in 1817; 
elected as a Jacksonian to the Twenty-first and to the three succeeding Congresses (March 4, 1829-March 3, 1837); 
chairman, Committee on Private Land Claims (Twenty-second and Twenty-third Congresses); unsuccessful 
candidate for reelection in 1836 to the Twenty-fifth Congress; elected as a Democrat to the Twenty-sixth, Twenty-
seventh, and Twenty-eighth Congresses (March 4, 1839-March 3, 1845); chairman, Committee on Military Affairs 
(Twenty-sixth Congress), Committee on Expenditures on Public Buildings (Twenty-seventh Congress), Committee 
on Indian Affairs (Twenty-eighth Congress); appointed Postmaster General of the United States and served from 
March 5, 1845, to March 5, 1849; judge of the seventh judicial circuit court in 1850 and 1851; president of the Bank 
of Tennessee 1854-1860; United States commissioner in settling the affairs of the United States and Paraguay 
Navigation Co. in 1860; during the Civil War was elected to the State senate but was not permitted to take his seat; 
died in Clarksville, Tenn., November 23, 1866; interment in Greenwood Cemetery. 

 

http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=J000122  

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/�
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=J000122�


J. L. Edwards Esq. 
 Com. of pensions 
  Washington City 
 
     Washington 
      November 23rd 1839 
Dear Sir 
 Many years ago the papers of Barnet Barnes of Stewart County Ten. were prepared & 
sent on by me last summer, they having been accidentally mislaid by me or my brother. The old 
man died & I now send letters of Admn to John Barnes, to whom an allowance should be made of 
what was due you Barnet Barnes to the time of his death. 
    Respectfully 
     your friend 
      S/ C. Johnson 
 
[fn p. 7] 
     Washington January 31st 1840 
Dear Sir, 
 I have detained the papers of Barnet [Barnes] hoping to get some additional information 
from SC. It seems that no information can be obtained so that his only chance of a pension 
depends upon the papers as now on file. If there be evidence enough to allow the pension I 
presume it would not be irregular to make the allowance & before payment proof will be made 
as to his children -- there is no widdow [widow]. The Administrator of this estate is well known 
to me, who is his son, with whom the old man lived at the time of his death. I make this 
suggestion now, that if you cannot allow a pension upon the papers, there will be no necessity for 
the parties to make any further proof -- if you decide agt [against] allowing the claim, please 
return the papers that I may present them to Congress.   
    Very respectfully 
     your friend 
      S/ C. Johnson 


