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Pension application of R5669 William Johnson    f9GA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/8/09: rev'd 2/21/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
    To the Commissioner Pensions 
State of Georgia Columbia County:  
 On this the 16th day of October 1855, personally came before me Stephen Drane a Judge 
of the Inferior Court for and in said County and State, William Johnson, a resident of the same, 
aged sixty-nine years, who being duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed May the 15th 
1828, in right of his deceased father the late Lieutenant William Johnson of the Continental line.  
He declares and says they [text obliterated by an ink blot] William Johnson entered the 
Continental service in the State of Georgia, Parish of St. Paul, in the year 1776, and, that he 
continued in the service under Colonels Elbert [Samuel Elbert] and McIntosh1 until the end of 
the War except when a prisoner.  And he further declares, that, his father the said William 
Johnson, was under Elbert in the Florida expedition [probably a reference to the Second Florida 
Expedition],2 in the South at Briar Creek [March 3, 1779]3 and other places, which is frail 
memory now forgets.  And, he further declares, that, he was at many other fights, but, he left his 
father when young, and he hence, he never learned much of his Revolutionary trials and routes, 
nor, did he receive any of his papers as he died in his absence consequently he must appeal to the 
justice of the Department and the notorious [? notoriousness] of the services, to sustain it.  But he 
declares and says, that, he is the only living child of the said William Johnson, who was the 
identical William, who was a Lieutenant in the Georgia Continental Line from 1776 to the close 
of the war and who died on the 8th of April 1839 in the 87th year of his age.  And he further 
declares, that, the said William Johnson never drew a pension, that, he is aware of, but, that, he 
thinks he applied and was rejected on account of being able to live without it; or, something of 
the sort, afterwards, he never applied, that, he knows of and, this he has only received from a 
brother deceased now. 
 And he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to any Pension or annuity in the right 
of his father the said Lieutenant William Johnson, except the present, and, he further declares 
that, his name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State, that, he knows of and, if 
any, and he ever drew, he does not wish it, but, if the claim is due, he wishes it as he is poor and 
in one. 

                                                 
1 Lachlan McIntosh, John McIntosh, and William McIntosh all served as colonels in the Georgia Continental line 
during the revolutionary war.  To which of them this reference refers is unclear. 
2 http://www.ourgeorgiahistory.com/ogh/Second_Florida_Expedition  
3 www.georgiasocietysar.org/revtrail/pdf/brochure_briercreek.pdf  
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Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year above written. 
S/ Stephen Drane, JIC 
      S/ William Johnson 

 
 
State of Georgia Columbia County: We the undersigned hereby swear and declare, that, we know 
William Johnson the declarant that, he is poor, and crippled, that, he is a credible man & his 
statements entitled to respect, and, that, William Johnson in our opinion was a Lieutenant in the 
Continental service.  Sworn to and subscribed before me, the day and year above written. 
      S/ William Jones 
      S/ R. W. Jones 

      


