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Pension application of Joshua Bass R600  Priscilla Bass    f25NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/16/08 rev'd 8/30/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Sampson County 
 On this 8th day of November 1845 Personally appeared before me John Colwell one of the 
acting Justices of the Peace and a member of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of said County, 
Priscilla Bass a resident of the aforesaid County and State aged Eighty One years who being first sworn 
according to law doth on her oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the 
acts of Congress passed on the 7th of July 1838, 3rd of March 1843, and 17th of June 1844 for the 
benefit of Certain Widows of Soldiers of the Revolution. 
 That she is the Widow of the late Joshua Bass Deceased who served the United States in the 
War of the revolution about Twelve months as a private Soldier in the North Carolina militia – that she 
can't now remember any of her Husband's officers except Colonel John Ash [General John Ashe] and 
that he the said Joshua Bass, was under the said Colonel Ashe at the Battle of Brier Creek [March 3, 
1779], 
 That she was married to the said Joshua Bass about 1784, in Wayne County North Carolina by 
Andrew Bass, Esq. 
 That her Husband the said Joshua Bass died in the month of July 1829. 
 In further Evidence of the said marriage having taken place prior to 1794 the declarant herewith 
sence [sic, sends] here [sic, her] original record of her youngest Child (Isaac Bass) and that the said 
record is in the hand writing of Joel Bass a Brother of the said Joshua Bass, that she had four children 
born before the said Isaac Bass.  The record of which is lost.  That she is still a Widow. 
 Sworn to and subscribed on this the eighth of November 1845 before me. 
S/ John Colwell, JP    S/ Priscilla Bass, X her mark 
 
[p 7] 
“Isaac Bass son of Joshua Bass and prissalla his wife was bornd october the 30th Day in the year of our 
lord 1793. 
 S/ Joshua Bass” 
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[p 6:  Certificate dated May 30, 1846 given by the clerk of court of Wayne County North Carolina that 
he has searched his records and found no license or bond of Joshua Bass.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Sampson County 
 On this the 15th day of August 1850 before the undersigned Clerk & Master of the Court of 
Equity for said County & ex officio Commissioner of Affidavits personally appeared Rebecca Lamb a 
resident of said County aged sixty two years be 18th of next December & the 3rd child of Joshua & 
Priscilla Bass which latter is an applicant for a pension on account of the services of her husband the 
said Joshua deceased who died the 20th of July 1830, who being first duly sworn according to law 
maketh oath that her Father the said Joshua according to tradition & common reputation was a soldier 
of the Revolutionary War, & served two tours she believes of four months each making eight months.  
The first tour was under Colonel Ashe an expedition to Briar Creek where the Americans were 
defeated.  He was not in the action being in a detachment to work on a Bridge.  She has heard her father 
state that the Americans were soon routed & put to flight & in crossing the River he saw one man 
drowned.  He was 11 days in walking home – lived at that time in Wayne County N. C.  He was a 
volunteer in his first service & drafted the second tour.  He was paroled after the battle of Briar Creek 
& came home & soon after his return he was drafted for another tour perhaps for only three months, her 
information is it was four months, & believes that he marched the second tour to Charleston or near it – 
to Savannah & into Georgia.       
       S/ Rebecca Lamb 

        
Sworn & subscribed the day & year aforesaid & I certify that the affiant is well known to me is a 
credible person & entitled to full faith & credit. 
 Witness my hand & seal of office. S/ Patrick Murphy, CMC & Ex Officio Comr of Afts. 
  
[p 16:  On August 15, 1850 in Sampson County North Carolina, the widow filed another affidavit 
stating that she is a resident of Sampson County North Carolina, 85 years old; that she is the widow of 
Joshua Bass who fought at the battle of Brier Creek under Col. Ashe; that she married Joshua Bass 
January 31, 1783; that they were married by Andrew Bass Esq., JP of Wayne County North Carolina; 
that her name prior to her marriage was Priscilla Turner.  She signed this document with her mark.] 


