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State of Illinois } Knox Circuit Court 
Knox county } May Term A.D. 1835
On this 19th day of May A.D. 1835 personally appeared in open court before the hon’ble Richard M
Young, Judge of the Knox Circuit Court now sitting, James Meadows, a resident of the County of
Warren and said State of Illinois, aged Eighty years, who being first duly Sworn according to law, doth
on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed
June 7th A.D. 1832 
That he entered the Service of the United States under the following named officers, and served as herein
stated 
That he entered the Service as a private under Captain (afterwards General) John Rutherford of the North
Carolina militia [James Rutherford?; see endnote] in the month of April in the year 1778 and was
marched to the Town of Salisbury, and there was stationed three months in Rutherford’s Company
guarding the British and tory prisoners then kept in that Town, but the company was separated from any
battalion or Regiment – that he cannot give the names of any of the field officers. he served this three
months under an engagement made by his father with Capt. Rutherford, at the Town of Salisbury, as a
guard, and at the expiration of this period he was discharged, and returned to the hands of his father, who
lived in the county of Rowan in the State of North Carolina, and remained with his father about six days,
and then in the month of July of the same year, turned out a volunteer for Eighteen months under Capt.
Joseph Sharpe who commanded a company of minute men, and was attached to the Regiment of Col.
David Caldwell, and was engaged in guarding and patrolling the County of Rowan, and watching the
movements of the tories, dispursing their forces and destroying their military preparations, and guarding
the inhabitants from their depredations. during this time he was in no battle or general engagement, but
had frequent skirmishes with the tories, and took a good many prisoners, which term of Eighteen months
he faithfully served in active and toilsome service, and was, at the close of the said term of Eighteen
months discharged by Capt Sharpe without any writing – he then returned to the hands of his father and
there remained until the month of July 1780 [sic] when he enlisted for the Term of three months under
Captain William Armstrong, who commanded a company on an expedition against the Cherokee Indians
on the frontiers south of the Catawba river – they marched in the Summer and crossed the Catawba &
there they were met by a company of North Carolina troops, commanded by a captain Griffin. Captain
Armstrong took the command, and marched them against the Cherokee Town, and destroyed it, and took
a number of prisoners, and then stationed themselves there, and destroyed the Indian crops and then
marched Northward with the intention of joining the Northern army at Brandywine, but after having
marched four days they received orders to march back to Rowan County to meet a large body of tories
who had risen in that County. they then immediately marched for Rowan County under the command of
Maj’r Armstrong, then so called as he commanded both companies, and having met the troops under
Maj’r Brandon [possibly Col. William Brandon], they marched to Ramshaurs mill, and there encountered
and defeated the tories [sic: Battle of Ramseur’s Mill, 20 Jun 1780]. here Majr Armstrong was killed. this
battle being over, he was attached to the Regiment commanded by Col Joseph McDowell, and served the
remaining part of his term of three months and was discharged by McDowell, and went home to the
hands of his father in Rowan County. Having remained at home until Cornwallis landed in the South [sic:
see endnote], he was drafted for the term of three months in a company commanded by Capt. David
Caldwell, attached to the Regiment of Col William Moore, and was marched down the country toward
Charleston, to a place called cross creek [now Fayetteville NC], where they lay in ambush for
Cornwallis’ army, and fired on them, and retreated, and continued to annoy them upon their march from
there to Guilford, having frequent skirmishes with his out posts, and there, being attached to the Brigade
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of General [John] Butler and division of Majr Gen’l [Nathanael] Greene, was engaged at the battle of
Guilford Court house [15 Mar 1781], which battle being over an express arrived desiring succour against
a party of tories who had risen under tory leaders by the name of Fannon [sic: David Fanning] and [John]
Elrod in the counties of Chatham and Randolph. he was marched in the company of Capt Osborne or Maj
Osborne, which was attached to the Regiment of Col. John Moore, and having marched to Chatham, they
were joined by the Regiments of Col [Elijah] Isaacs and Col Paisley [John Peasley], and defeated the said
Fannon and Elrod. the public arms were then called for when he relinquished his gun, and was
discharged by Capt Osborne for want of arms, and who certified the time he served in the expedition
from Guilford against Fannon and Elrod, but who had no knowledge of the time of service under Capt
Caldwell before the battle of Guilford. but he stated that he served out his full time of three months as his
term was within a few days of being out at the battle of Guilford. After he was discharged from said term
he was never again in the service, having served Two years and Three months.
He further states that owing to his age and infirmity and his being wholly blind, if he had any written or
documentary evidence, he is unable to find it; and that he knows of no person by whom he can prove his
services James hisXmark Meadows 
Question 1st Where and in what year were you born?
Answer. I was born in Halifax County in the State of Virginia, but it is impossible for me now at my

advanced age to recollect the year exactly but think it was in the year 1755.
Question 2nd Have you any record of your age, and if so where is it?
Answer. I have no record of my age. it was recorded in my father’s Bible, but after the war his

house was burnt, and the Bible containing this record was at the same time, and by the
same means destroyed.

Question 3rd Where were you living when called into service, where have you lived since the
revolutionary war, and where do you now live?

Answer. I was living with my father in Rowan County, North Carolina, during the war, I afterwards
moved with him to Burke County in said State, and afterward in the year 1795 moved to
and settled in Clarke County Kentucky then to Wayne County Ky. then in 1819 to Warren
County Kentucky, and in 1833 moved to Warren County, Illinois, where I now live.

Question 4th 
How were you called into service; were you drafted, did you volunteer, or were you a
substitute? And if a substitute, for whom?

Answer. The first time that I was in service was by virtue of an engagement made by my father with
Capt Rutherford. for the second term of my service I volunteered. the third time I was
enlisted and the forth drafted, but I never served as a substitute for any person.

Question 5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you
served; such continental and militia Regiments as you can recollect, and the general
circumstances of your service?

Answer. I now recollect to have known of the regular officers Generals Greene and Butler and
[Daniel] Morgan who were with the troops where I served. the names of the continental
and militia Regiments I do not recollect. I have been a long time deprived of sight, and
consequently not able to refresh my recollection from history, and the details of
revolutionary occurrences have faded from my memory. The most important circumstances
of my service were the following, towit, guarding prisoners at Salisbury; the battles of
Ramsower’s mill and Guilford Courthouse and the expedition against the Cherokee Indians
and the destruction of their Town 

Question 6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service; and if so by whom was it given and
what has become of it?

Answer. I think from one tour of service I had a written discharge. from the others I had not. At the
time I was in the service I was unmarried, and made my home with my father, and have no
doubt the discharge was destroyed at the time his house was burnt.

Question 7th State the names of the persons to whom you are known in your present neighbourhood, and



who can testify as to your character for veracity, and their belief of your services as a
soldier of the revolution.

Answer. Josiah Wilcher, Charles L. Greer, Majr. Peter Butler, Isaac Murphy, Joseph Wallace, are
all my neighbours and acquaintances, and I have no doubt will testify to my character for
veracity, and their belief of my services as a soldier of the revolution.

James hisXmark Meadows

NOTES: 
James Rutherford’s rank was Major at the time he was killed at the Battle of Eutaw Springs SC

on 8 Sep 1781. 
Meadows implied that Cornwallis landed in the South in the latter half of 1780. Cornwallis

actually landed at Charleston SC on 15 Feb 1780, but it was in the summer of that year that he advanced
toward North Carolina.

On 11 Nov 1843 Jane Meadows, 77, applied for a pension stating that she married James
Meadows on 19 Dec 1787, and he died on 9 May 1838. Her claim was rejected for insufficient proof of
her husband’s service and of the marriage.


