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Pension application of James Paris R7925  Polly Paris   f17NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves   11/24/08: rev'd 8/30/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Subscriber’s note: I cannot find an application in this file.  The first document in the file as 
copied on Fold3.com appears to be a letter dated August 22, 1846, from J. [?] Williams 
purporting to transmit to the Pension office the application of Polly Paris, the widow of James 
Paris, but the letter is largely illegible because the ink bleed through the paper obscuring the text.  
The file does contain a number of supporting affidavits from residents of Monroe County, 
Missouri in support of Polly’s claim for a widow’s pension.  A summary of those affidavits is as 
follows: 
 1st: Nancey Benum of Monroe County, Missouri, says that she has been acquainted with 
Polly Paris for 60 years; that Polly and James Paris lived together as man and wife and were 
reputed in the neighborhood as man and wife and raised a large family of children; that James 
Paris died about 26 or seven years ago; that she recalls hearing James Paris talked of being in the 
Army at the time of “Harmons [?] defeat” and "...I have heard James Paris said that he was a 
soldier in the revolutionary war I recollect hearing James Paris said that in the Indian war he was 
in Captain Gainsis [?] Company and that he and his Captain killing of an Indian after a very hard 
fight....”  This affidavit is dated August 20, 1846. 
 2nd  Highram Tompson [sic, Hiram Thompson?] of Monroe County, Missouri states that 
he is well acquainted with Polly Paris the widow of James Paris who died 26 or seven years ago; 
that they lived together as man and wife and raised a large family of children; and "...I have often 
heard James Paris talk of being in the Indian war and have heard him the said Paris speak of two 
close engagements that he was in whilst in the war....”  This affidavit is dated August 20, 1846. 
 3rd William S Simms of Ralls County, Missouri and he is Ali parish the widow of James 
Paris some 29 or 30 years; he knew them as man and wife; he sold James Paris a few minutes 
after he died and was present at his burying; that he (James Paris) quote died suddenly as Close 
of [indecipherable word] Cholise [?] 
 4th Frances Warson, 74, of Ralls County, Missouri, states that James and Polly Paris lived 
together as man and wife and were reputed by all in the neighborhood as man and wife and 
raised a large family of children; that she was not at their wedding for they were married before 
she became acquainted with the family but that she has been often at her father's house in Rowan 
County North Carolina and often heard her parents speak of her as being married to James Paris 
and having moved to Kentucky it was in Kentucky that she first became acquainted with Polly 
and James Paris, Frances’ husband James Warson being a nephew of Polly Paris he living with 
an elder sister; that James Paris died in Ralls County Missouri. This affidavit is dated August 11, 
1846.] 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


[p. 11] 
2-page letter from the War Department to P. Williams making reference to the application of 
Polly Paris in which she states that she is claiming that her husband James Paris served two tours 
of three months each in one of 12 months in the North Carolina Troops; the war department also 
required proof of the marriage of James and Polly Paris in Rowan County North Carolina] 


