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Pension application of William Parker R7950 Mary   f26VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     9/1/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
Rutherford County State of North Carolina 
 On this 15th day of June 1859, personally appeared before [indecipherable word] T. G. 
Hawkins JP one of the acting Justices of the peace within and for the County and State aforesaid, 
Mary Parker aged eighty-one years and a resident of said County, who after being duly sworn 
according to law, maketh oath and declares, That she is the widow of William Parker deceased, 
who, was as he always told her, That he served as a private in the revolutionary war in the 
Regiment commanded by Colonel George Mathews of the State of Virginia, She does not 
recollect the name of the Captain in whose Company he belonged, nor whether he said he was 
drafted or volunteered; but recollects that he told her he was in service some five years and six 
months, neither can she remember the year that he went into service, but thinks That he told her, 
That he came out of Service at the end of the war. 
 That she distinctly remembers, That he had a discharge, but some time after their 
marriage, it was burnt up in his shop, That he (Parker) was a boot and shoe maker, at that time of 
his life, and quite careless and much addicted to dissipation, was the way that his papers came to 
be burned. 
 That she married said Parker to the best of her recollection about fifty years ago, having 
no written record of their marriage – That they were married in Campbell County Virginia by a 
Methodist preacher by the name of Heath, and from her marriage, she had but one child by said 
Parker, her husband – that some fifteen or twenty years since, her husband died in the aforesaid 
County, Virginia, and after his death she removed to Rutherford County North Carolina, where 
she still lives. 
 She makes this declaration for the purpose of obtaining the benefit of the Act of Congress 
passed June three or four years ago, for the benefit of those widows, who married their husbands 
since the year 1800: – the date of the month and year when Congress passed said act she is not in 
possession of. 
 Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year above mentioned.  And I certify I 
have no interest in the result of the case and am not concerned in its prosecution. 
       S/ Mary Parker, X her mark 
S/ T. G. Hawkins, JP 
 
State of North Carolina County of Rutherford 
 On this 24th day of October 1859 personally appeared before me T. G. Hawkins, one of 
the Acting Justices of the County, Mary Parker a resident of said County, aged eighty-one years, 
who after being duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following declaration in 
order to obtain the benefits of the provision made by the Act of Congress passed on the 3rd of 
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February 1853, granting pensions to widows of persons who served during the Revolutionary 
war; that she is the widow of William Parker, who was a private in Colonel Mathews' Regiment, 
and was in service five years and six months – and entered the service somewhere near 
Richmond Virginia and that her marriage to him was in Campbell County Virginia and that he 
died in said County, about 15 or 16 years ago – She further declares that she was married to him 
sometime in May 1809; that her said husband died as near as she recollects about 15 or 16 years 
ago; That she was not married to him prior to the 2nd January 1800, but at the time above stated 
– She further declares that she is still a widow. 
 Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written before 
S/ T. G. Hawkins, JP    S/ Mary Parker, X her mark 
 
    Executive Department Richmond, 
 This is to certify that it appears from a list in this department of such officers & soldiers 
of the Virginia Continental line, during the Revolutionary War as settled their accounts, and 
received certificates for the balance of their full pay, according to an act of Assembly, passed the 
November Session 1781, that a certificate issued on the 20th day of November 1783 in the name 
of William Parker as a private of Infantry for £34; which certificate appears to have been 
delivered to Colonel George Mathews, and was given for services prior to the 1st of January 
1782.  Given under my hand this 29th day of July 1859 
     S/ George W Munford 
     Secretary of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
 
 This is to certify, that it appears from a list in this office of such Officers and Soldiers of 
the Virginia Continental Line as settled their accounts and received certificates for the balance of 
their full pay, according to an act of assembly, passed the November session 1781, directing the 
Auditors of Public Accounts to settle and adjust the pay and accounts of said Officers and 
Soldiers from the first January 1777 to 31st December 1781, (see Hening's Statutes at Large, vol. 
10, p. 462,) that a settlement was made on the 20th day of November 1783 in the name of 
William Parker as Sol. Infy.  And evidence of the indebtedness of the State to him was 
£34.0.0,delivered to Col. Geo. Mathews but as the original settlements or copies thereof or not to 
be found in this office, the term of service embraced therein cannot be stated. 
    Given under my hand at the First Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
    4th day of August 1860. 
       S/ J. M.  Bennett 
 [No Seal of Office]    Auditor of Public Accounts 


