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Pension application of Robert Pasley (Paisley) R7988 Elizabeth Pasley  f25SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    7/17/09: rev'd 11/2/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 2] 
State of South Carolina Laurens District}  
 On this the thirtieth day of December A.D. 1850 personally appeared before the Judge of 
the Court of Ordinary for Laurens District, South Carolina in open Court, Henry W. Pasley a 
resident of Laurens District in the State aforesaid, aged forty-seven years, who being first duly 
sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed 3rd of March 1837, entitling "the 
widows of Revolutionary Soldiers to five years pension" and also by the Acts of Congress 
subsequently passed for the benefit of the same = That Elizabeth Pasley of whom he is the 
Executor and heir at law was the widow of Robert Pasley who was a Captain in the Army of the 
revolution under General Francis Marion, that he entered the service some time previous to July 
1781; but at what particular time, and whether as a volunteer, or was drafted this deponent is 
unable to state; that he continued in the service at least to the 7th Octobers 1782 as will appear 
from the dates of the original commission and order hereto annexed; but from tradition, and the 
declarations of the deceased soldier, he believes that the said Robert Pasley continued in active 
service to the termination of the War -- That he served a part of his time under Lieutenant 
Colonels Murphy and Benton in the State of South Carolina = That he resided when he entered 
the service in Chesterfield District in the State of South Carolina = He further states that the said 
Elizabeth Pasley was married to the said Robert Pasley about the year 1789.  That said Robert 
Pasley died on the 2nd day of March 1818 A.D. in Laurens District South Carolina, That she was 
not married prior to his leaving the service but the marriage took place previous to the first 
January 1794.  He further states that the said Elizabeth Pasley the widow of aforesaid died in 
Laurens District in the State of South Carolina on the 5th day of January in the year of our Lord 
1845.  And that he the said H W Pasley is the Executor of the last will and testament of the said 
Elizabeth Pasley. 
      S/ Henry W. Pasley, LS 

       
 
[p 9] 
The State of South Carrolina Ch District: July 5th 1781 
This to Certify that Robrt Pasly  
Jr appointed Captain of Charraw hill 
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Company and they air herby ord 
red  to obay you as their Captain 
till you Can obtain a propr Commis 
ion from Genl Marion. 
  S/ Morris Murphey 
   L. Coln M 

 
[transcription of the above: 
The State of South Carolina: Ch. District July 5th 1781 This is to certify that Robert Pasley Jr is 
appointed Captain of Cheraw Hill Company and they [the company] are hereby ordered to obey 
you as their Captain until you can obtain a proper commission from General Francis Marion 
   S/ Morris Murphey, Lt. Col. 
 
The State of South Carolina 
 Before me John B. O'Neall one of the Judges of the Court of Law of the said State, 
personally appeared Mrs. Mary Hillegas of the town of Columbia and made oath, that Robert 
Paslay ([indecipherable word]) was her uncle, that she believes he was married to his second 
wife Elizabeth Crocker about 1790. 
 This deponent was not at the wedding, which however took place near where she then 
lived, with her aunt.  She heard it spoken of by her aunt, as about to take place, and then as 
having taken place.  She knows, that they lived together as man and wife until about 1818 when 
Robert Paslay died.  His widow Elizabeth survived him many years, having died, as she is 
informed and believes about 1845. 
Sworn to before me 17th Dec. 1850 
      S/ Mary Hillegas 

       



S/ John Belton O'Neall 
 
[p 12: certificate from the South Carolina Comptroller General showing payments made to 
Robert Paisley for services as a militia captain for 30 days in 1782.  The certified copy indicates 
that the veteran sign his name "Robert Paisley."] 
 
[p 14] 
State of Tennessee Lauderdale County: On this 26th day of November in the year of our Lord 
1850 personally appeared before me John J. Nelson an acting Justice of the Peace in and for the 
County aforesaid in the State aforesaid duly commissioned and sworn, William J. Crocker a 
respectable man and a credible and entirely disinterested witness, who being first sworn on the 
Holy Evangelist of Almighty God to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth 
deposes and saith -- That he was well acquainted with Robert Paslay in his life, he being his 
brother-in-law, having married his oldest sister, and that the said Robert Paslay was legally 
married to Elizabeth Crocker deponent’s said oldest sister, deponent further deposes and says 
that the said Robert Paslay and Elizabeth Crocker married which marriage took place about the 
year A.D. 1789 or 1890 [sic, 1790] as well recollects, deponent further states that the issue of 
said marriage was Robert Paslay, James Paslay, Hanah Paslay, Martha Paslay, Austin Paslay, 
Eliza Paslay, Thomas Paslay, Edmond Paslay, Dolly Paslay, and Henry N. Paslay -- deponent 
further states that the said Robert Paslay resided in Chesterfield District in the State of South 
Carolina when he first knew him which was some 2 or 3 years before he was married as before 
stated -- that said Robert Paslay continued to reside in said Chesterfield District until about the 
year 1792 when he removed to Laurens District in said last mentioned State where he continued 
to reside up to the time of his death which took place in either the year 1814 of the year 1815 -- 
during the lifetime of said Robert Paslay deponent has frequently heard him speak of having 
served in the War of the Revolution to the Father of deponent who also served in said War and to 
others -- deponent further this states that his father always when conversing on the subject 
admitted & stated that said Robert Paslay did serve in said war to his knowledge.  Deponent 
further states that it was commonly reputed & believed in the neighborhood in which said Robert 
Paslay resided both in Chesterfield District aforesaid and in Laurens District aforesaid that he 
had served in said revolutionary war as a Captain and that said Robert Paslay was always called 
Captain up to the time of his death as aforesaid.  Deponent further states from his own 
knowledge that said Robert Paslay remained a true Whig patriot up to the time of his death as 
aforesaid, nor did deponent ever hear the same question or doubted by any person whatever.  
Deponent further states that of the issue of the marriage of the said Robert Paslay and his said 
wife Elizabeth before mentioned Robert Paslay and Thomas have departed this life, the former of 
about 1815 or 1816, the latter long before said last mentioned date, at what precise.  Deponent 
does not now recollect -- deponent further states that said Elizabeth Paslay departed this life 
about the 1847. 
And further this deponent saith not 
      S/ Wm J. Crocker 

       


