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Pension application of William Petty R8162     f46VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     10/16/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Virginia Prince William County: SS 
 On this 6th day of September A.D. 1853 personally appeared in open Court, before the 
Court of Prince William County, now sitting Elijah Whitson Petty a resident of the County of 
Prince William and State of Virginia, aged 46 years, who being first duly sworn according to law, 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of 
Congress passed June the 7th 1832. 
 That William Petty, his father – for whose services he claims, died the 8th day of August 
A.D. 1837 leaving a widow and two children Elijah W Petty the claimant and Mary F Lovelace, 
now 41 years of age, also a resident of Prince William County Virginia. 
 States that he is not in possession of any record proof of the time his said father entered 
the service of his country but from what he hath heard at his father's lips, he is under the 
impression that he was drafted at a place then called "Randolph's old fields" and that the name of 
one of the officers was __ Brown, but the month and year he does not now recollect.  He further 
states that he has often heard him retell incidents that occurred, and speak of engagements & 
skirmishes with the Enemy, and of his being at Yorktown Virginia, and standing guard before the 
Marquee of General Lafayette. 
 He states that his said father was born in Prince William County Virginia, was drafted in 
said County, and ended his days in said County. 
 He further states that there is no record proof of his said father's marriage, neither can he 
procure any further than is here presented. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity, except the 
present; and declares that he does not believe that his said father's name is on the pension roll of 
the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
     S/ Elijah W Petty 

      
 
[f p. 41] 
 This is to certify, that it appears from a list in this office of such Officers and Soldiers of 
the Virginia Continental Line as settled their accounts and received certificates for the balance of 
their full pay, according to an act of assembly, passed the November session 1781, directing the 
Auditors of Public Accounts to settle and adjust the pay and accounts of said Officers and 
Soldiers from the first January 1777 to 31st December 1781, (see Hening's Statutes at Large, vol. 
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10, p. 462,) that a settlement was made on the 27th day of May 1786 in the name of Wm. Petty as 
a soldier and evidence of the indebtedness of the State to him was £75.15.6,delivered to himself 
but as the original settlements or copies thereof or not to be found in this office, the term of 
service embraced therein cannot be stated. 
    Given under my hand at the First Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
    12th day of August 1853. 
       S/ G. W. Chitter 
 [No Seal of Office]     Act'g Aud. 
 
[f p. 44:  Copy of a marriage bond issued in Prince William County on October 7, 1805 to 
William Pattie and John Maddox to secure the marriage of William Petty to Demiah Davis.] 
 
[Facts in file: Other witnesses stated that they heard the veteran state that he served under 
Captain Ewell and was discharged in the winter at Philadelphia Pennsylvania; the veteran 
married Demiah Davis in 1805 in Prince William County; she died in July 1846 leaving 2 
children, Elijah Whitson Petty born June 9, 1807, and Mary F Lovelace born June 27, 1812.] 


