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Pension application of Andrew Pinkstaff R8261    f27VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     10/25/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Illinois Lawrence County: SS Be it remembered that on this 7th day of December in the 
year of our Lord 1846 personally appeared before the County Commissioners Court in and for 
the said County began and holden in and for said County as aforesaid John Pinkstaff a resident of 
said County who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
Declaration in order to obtain for himself and the other heirs hereinafter mentioned the benefits 
of the Act of Congress passed 7th of June 1832 granting pensions to certain officers and soldiers 
of the War of the Revolution.  That Andrew Pinkstaff was a soldier of the Revolution and died on 
the 24th day of September 1841 aged ninety-eight or ninety-nine years of age at the time of his 
death.  That four children of the said Andrew Pinkstaff still survived him named Catherine, 
Mary, Redman and John Pinkstaff.  That said Andrew left no widow.  That this declarant makes 
this Declaration for the benefit of himself and the three other children of the said Andrew 
Pinkstaff named.  That this declarant is not able to name the particulars in relation to the 
Revolutionary services of his father.  He is confident that he enlisted in Frederick [County] in the 
State of Virginia and that he served under Colonel or General Morgan [Daniel Morgan].  He is 
confident that he served by enlistment from the fact that his said father was stationed one winter 
and or near the City of New York.  This affiant is also of the belief that his said father served at 
first six months under Captain Berry [probably Francis Berry] of Frederick County aforesaid and 
that he afterwards served by enlistment two tours of eighteen months each under Colonel or 
General Morgan.  That he is unable to state whether his services were in the State line of Virginia 
or in the Continental establishment of that State.  That his father served much more and longer 
than the tours above named, but this affiant is unable to give any specific account of them.  He 
has often heard his father say that he was under Morgan at the Battle of Cowpens [January 17, 
1781] and also at the Battle of Guilford Court House [March 15, 1781].  He is of opinion that the 
six months tour under Captain Berry was performed in the very early part of the War.  He has 
understood from his father that he served about five years altogether.  His father was born and 
married in Frederick in the State of Virginia.  He claims for himself and the three other children 
above named the Pension due to the said Andrew Inc. staff under the Act aforesaid from the 4th 
day of March 1831 to the 24th day of September 1841.  He declares that his father's name was not 
at the time of his death on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
 Subscribed and sworn to in open Court this 7th day of December 1846 
     S/ John Pinkstaff, X his mark 
 
[Facts in file: The veteran's two daughters named in the above petition are identified in other 
documents in the file as Catherine Graham and Mary Parker.  Son Redman's name is also spelled 
Redmon Pinkstaff.] 
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