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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina County of Columbus: Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions November 
Term 1832 
 On this the 12th day of November 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the 
Worshipful Moore Lennox, Bythel Haynes and Lot Williamson Justices of the Peace, presiding 
in the said Court for said County now sitting, Absalom Powell, a resident of said County & State 
aged eighty years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make the 
following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers, and 
served as herein stated. 
1. He entered the service as a Private in a Company of Bladen Militia commanded by 
Captain Thomas Amis, and of which John Yates was Lieutenant & Barnabas Stevens, was 
Ensign, in the month of March 1776, being shortly after the commencement of hostilities with 
Great Britain, & he then residing in that part of Bladen County, now called Columbus.  The 
Company was called into service to prevent the Tories, who had collected in considerable force 
at Fayetteville (then Cross Creek) from making their way to old Brunswick below Wilmington, 
where a British Vessel of War, called the Old Cruiser was stationed.  The Company 
rendezvoused at Elizabethtown Bladen County, thence marched to Rockfish Creek, 7 or 8 miles 
below Fayetteville, and there joined a considerable body of Militia, all of whom were under the 
command of General Moore who was said to be a Continental Officer, has no recollection of any 
other Continental officers: there were one or more companies of Regular Troops, but has 
forgotten their names.  By direction of General Moore, and entrenchment was thrown up on the 
North side of the Creek, a short distance from the Creek; and attacked by the Tories being 
apprehended.  The Militia was stationed in the road, and the Regulars down the Creek.  After 
remaining there 2 or 3 days information was received, that the Tories had crossed the River Cape 
Fear above Fayetteville, and were making their way towards Wilmington; but on their march 
were defeated by General Caswell at Moore's Creek Bridge on the North East River, and where it 
was understood one of their commanding officers, McLeod, was killed; while at Fayetteville, it 
was understood, that they were commanded by a General or Colonel McDonald.  As soon as it 
was understood, that the Tories had crossed the River as stated, the troops at Rockfish returned to 
Elizabeth town; and thence marched down below the mouth of the River, and the night they 
arrived there, the battle at Moore's Creek was fought.  He remained there a short time, and with 
the rest of the Company received a verbal discharge -- he was engaged in this expedition about a 
month. 
2. Shortly after the service above detailed, he was again called into service, in the same 
Company under the same officers, and residing in the same place, on an expedition against the 
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Tories who had been previously dispersed, and again collected in a considerable number in the 
upper part of Bladen (now Robeson County), marched to the Raft Swamp -- met with no 
opposition from the Tories -- but many of them came in and took the oath of Allegiance.  That 
service (in which he was employed but 4 weeks as a Sergeant) being performed, he was 
discharged and returned home. 
3. Very shortly after that he same company under Captain Amis & Lieutenant Yates, He 
being then Ensign -- he marched with the company to Jumping Run below Wilmington, where 
most of the Companies belonging to the Bladen Regiment under the command of General (then 
Colonel) Thomas Brown were stationed.  They were called into service in consequence of an 
expected arrival of the British Fleet off the coast.  As soon as they along from this cause had 
subsided the troops received a verbal discharge & returned home.  He was engaged in this 
service about one month & then resided in Bladen County (now Columbus). 
4. Shortly after this expedition, the Country was in such a trouble state, that the influence of 
the laws was scarcely felt, and no regular Commissions could be obtained -- one half, or nearly 
so, of the population of Bladen County, then embracing within its limits the Counties of Robeson 
& Columbus, and part of Cumberland, were disaffected.  The Tories would frequently collected 
in large bodies, as the tide of affairs would take a favorable turn for them, plundering and 
murdering the peaceful inhabitants, who would not take sides [with] them; At that juncture, and 
about 3 years before the close of the War -- He received a brevet Commission as Captain of a 
Militia Company, in that part of Bladen, now called Columbus County, from a regimental Court 
Martial, which convened at Elizabethtown Bladen County, and as well as he recollects the 
Commission was signed by Colonel Thomas Robeson & Colonel Thomas Brown, Field Officers 
of the Bladen Regiment.  In that capacity he was almost constantly engaged in active service -- 
sometimes for 2 or 3 weeks at a time, & sometimes for 3 or 4 days.  He was frequently called 
into service by the Commanding Officers of the Regiment commanded by the officers above 
named, and for a while by Colonel Thomas Owen & Colonel James Richardson; he would 
sometimes order out the Company himself on short tours of duty, as the exigencies of the times 
might require.  He was engaged in frequent expeditions against the Tories, in the County of 
Bladen, and the adjoining Counties of Brunswick and New Hanover, and on the South Carolina 
[border]; -- that he is now so old, and his memory so imperfect, that he has not such a distinct 
recollection of circumstances, as to be able to particularize them.  He, however, is confident that 
he can with perfect justice, claim compensation from his Country, for 18 months active service 
as a Captain.  The Brevet Commission mentioned in his declaration, he has lost.  He has no 
documentary evidence of his service -- and no living witnesses of his service, except John 
Wingate1 and Pierce Godwin,2 whose affidavits are hereunto annexed.  He hereby relinquishes 
every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present -- and declares that his name is 
not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the 12th day of November 1832. 
         S/ Absalom Powell 

       
 Answers to the interrogatories prescribed by the War Department, as propounded to the 
Applicant by the Court. 
                                                 
1 John Wingate R11712   
2 Pierce Godwin S6902 
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1.  I was born in Johnston County, in the year 1752, the 19th May. 
2.  I have, at home. 
3.  In Bladen County (now Columbus) and have resided there ever since. 
4.  I was a volunteer while a Private -- and receiving my Commission as stated in my declaration 
-- 
5.  I never served with any Continental officers except General Moore.  As to the Militia 
Regiments & Corps, & the general circumstances of my service, they are detailed in my 
declaration. 
6.  I received a brevet commission from Colonel Thomas Robeson commanding the Bladen 
Militia, and have lost it. 
7.  Major Samuel Smith, Charles Baldwin, Clerk of the County Court, Warren Baldwin, John 
Best, John Wilson, John H. White, Clerk of the Superior Court, Major Armilan Bryan, Colonel 
Jonathan Pearce 
[Jonathan Pearce and Samuel Smith gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
Personally appeared in Open court this the 12th day of November 1832, Pierce Godwin and after 
being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath depose as follows: 
 That he recollects that Absalom Powell, the above applicant for a Pension, was a Captain 
of a Company of Bladen Militia for 2 or 3 years before the close of the Revolutionary War -- that 
he was frequently engaged in active service against the Tories, in different parts of the Country 
that this Deponent was in 2 or 3 expeditions under said Powell as a Private against the Tories, but 
he has no recollection of the particulars.  Further this A deponent saith not. 
       S/ Pierce Godwin 
 
 Personally appeared in open Court this the 12th day of November 1832 -- John Wingate, 
who after being duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath depose as follows: 
 That he recollects that Absalom Powell, the above applicant for a Pension was a Captain 
of a Company of Bladen Militia at the close of the Revolutionary War -- that he was frequently 
engaged in expeditions against the Tories in the adjoining Country -- that he went with him twice 
as a Private in his Company, against the Tories, over Drowning Creek. 
      S/ John Wingate 

       
 
[fn p. 11: on May 14 1839 in Columbus County North Carolina Mary Powell, 84, filed for a 
Widow's pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Absalom Powell; that she 
married him march 7, 1774 and that he died October 14, 1834.] 
 
[fn p. 14: on February 13, 1844 in Columbus County North Carolina, Joshua Powell, 50, filed an 
affidavit in which he states he is one of the children and heirs of Mary Powell, widow of 
Absalom Powell; he states that Mary Powell the widow of Absalom died January 20th 1840 
leaving 5 children surviving her, namely: the declarant Joshua Powell, Absalom Powell, James 
Powell, Marmaduke and any who is intermarried with James Swindle, all of lawful age.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $198.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831 for 
service as a private, Ensign & Sergeant in the North Carolina militia for a total of 21 months.] 


