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Pension application of William Birdsong R856 Mary Birdsong  f6NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    8/30/10 rev'd 10/31/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Know all men by these presents, that I John Campbell Birdsong of the County of Madison and 
State of Tennessee and one of the children and legal representatives of William Birdsong1 
deceased a Revolutionary Soldier and Mary Birdsong his wife who is now deceased, do hereby 
irrevocably constitute & appoint William H Smith & W E Jones Esquires of the City of Nashville 
Tennessee, my true and lawful attorneys for me and in my name, to examine into & prosecute 
any claims that may be due or found to be due, the children & legal representatives of William 
Birdsong in virtue of said William Birdsong's services in the Revolutionary war under the several 
acts of Congress relative thereto and that might have accrued to either of the said parties and not 
drawn during their lifetime and now due to their legal representatives.  I hereby confirm 
whatever my said attorney's may do or cause to be done legally in the prosecution of said claims.  
 Witness my hand & seal this 23 of August 1854. 
       S/ John C Birdsong 

       
Witness 
S/ R. J. Hays 
S? Henry Brown 
[attested August 28, 1854] 

                                                 
1 William Birdsong filed two affidavits in support of the pension claim of his brother, John Birdsong R855. 
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