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Pension application of Charles Bickley S10091     f27VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves 9/4/06     rev'd 8/14/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches 
of the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the 
original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 
'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in 
question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits 
that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' 
affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information 
have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent 
with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the 
software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Virginia, Russell County 

On the 8th day of September, 1836, personally appeared Charles Bickley, a resident 
of the said county of Russell in the State aforesaid, aged about 83 years, who being first 
duly sworn, according to law, doth on his oath, make the following declaration, in order to 
obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the act of Congress, passed June 7th 1832.  

That he entered the service of the United States in the month of September or 
October, 1775, within the limits of the now territory of Russell County, Virginia, under 
Captain William Russell, Lieutenant William Bowen and Ensign James Knox, and was 
rendezvoused and stationed at the Rye Cove in the County of Scott in the State aforesaid, 
where he remained in service, guarding and defending that fort, until the 23rd day of 
January, 1776, when he was discharged and returned home, after having remained in the 
public service at least three months and a half, and as he verily believes four months. 

That in the then next ensuing summer of 1776, but at what precise date he cannot 
now remember, but recollects that he was engaged hoeing corn in the County of Russell 
aforesaid, a few weeks before when an alarm was raised that the Indians were in the 
settlements and the people of the neighborhood had assembled at the fort, when a company 
of militia, from the neighborhood of Reed Creek in the now County of Wythe, commanded 
by Capt. John Montgomery, Lieutenant Michael Daugherty and Ensign John Simpson, 
were on their march to Rye Cove Fort, preparatory to an expected expedition against the 
Cherokee Indians, when he, the said Charles Bickley enrolled himself as a Private, and 
marched under the said officers, to the Fort aforesaid, where they remained a short time, 
when in obedience to orders from Col. Bledsoe [perhaps Anthony Bledsoe], then in 
command of the frontier forces upon that frontier, they evacuated the Rye Cove Fort, and 
being a more exposed point, and without sufficient forces for the defense, and marched to 
Black more's [sic, Blackmore's] Fort on Clinch River, and formed a junction with the forces 
stationed at that fort. During their stay at the latter fort, and before they set out upon the 
then contemplated expedition against the Cherokee Indians, information reached the fort 
through Captain Daniel Smith that the Indians were upon the waters of Moccasin Creek. 
Whereupon Captain Montgomery with his company joined Captain Smith and his company 
and marched in pursuit of the Indians and pursued their trail within a short distance of 
Houston's Fort upon Moccasin Creek, when from their apparently having separated, were 
unable to prosecute the pursuit further in that way, and marched to the last named fort. 
Upon their arrival at the fort, they found no assault had, as yet, been made upon it by the 
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Indians and found there a man from Castlewood, in the County of Russell of the name of 
Samuel Cowan, riding as this declarant now remembers, a stud horse belonging to Diskin 
Tibbs. Cowan proposed to leave the fort and return to his family, but was admonished of 
the danger of an attempt to do so, as the Indians were in the immediate neighborhood, but 
he persisted in his determination, and set out, but proceeded but a short distance when 
firing of guns was heard in the fort and the forces sallied out to the attack, when soon they 
came upon the body of Cowan, shot from his horse, and scalped, and although still alive, 
was taken to the fort, and died the same evening. The Indians fled, and made their escape. 
Perceiving that the enemy had fled, and most likely had left the settlement upon Moccasin, 
they were marched back to Blackmore's Fort upon Clinch River, where they remained a 
short time, until the forces for the proposed expedition against the Cherokee Indians were 
all embodied and ready to march. They then set out and marched to the Three Springs in 
the now State of Tennessee where the army remained a few days, and again took up their 
line of march for the Indian Nation under the command of Col. Christy [William Christian] 
and Major E. Shelby [Evan Shelby] at the head of whose battalion, was placed the 
company of Capt. John Montgomery. This declarant also remembers that there was also in 
command upon the expedition a Col McClanahan [possibly Alexander McClanachan]. 
They continued this march without any skirmishing or interruptions until they arrived at a 
place called by some as the Big Island, and by others as the Dragon Canoe, when some of 
the chiefs and headmen of the Indians came in and proposed to make a treaty of peace, 
amongst these chiefs and headmen, he remembers the Little Carpenter, Blackhead 
Partridge, etc. It was agreed on the part of the Indians that hostilities should cease for the 
present, and it was agreed and assented to by both parties that a council should be held, at 
some subsequent day at the Long Island of Holston [River], for the purpose of ratifying and 
confirming a permanent treaty, which was done. The army then marched in a body to that 
point where they were discharged and this declarant returned to his residence in the County 
of Russell where he arrived in the fall of the year, but cannot now remember at what 
precise date, but remembers that there were several excessive hard frosts, during their stay 
in the Indian territory, which attracted general notice at that time from the unusual number 
of excessive frosts without any intervening bad weather. He feels assured that he must have 
remained in the service, upon this tour, at least four months, and he doubts not longer.  

Sometime after his return home, but how long he cannot now remember, but thinks 
from the best of his recollection it was the fall of the year 1777, he was again called out by 
Capt. E. Shelby, as a militia guard for the protection of the Commissioners and Surveyors 
appointed to run a line between the state of Virginia and the Cherokee Indians which line 
was run by Col. William Campbell, beginning at what was called the mouth of Big Creek 
and ending at the high Knob upon Cumberland Mountain, a few miles west of Cumberland 
Gap, as well as he can now remember. In this service they were engaged at least one 
month, and he verily believes more. When they returned to the Rye Cove where they 
remained a short time, when the company to which he was attached, were placed under the 
command of Ensign Douglas, and marched to the Long Island upon Holston River, where 
they remained for the term of three months, and were discharged and returned home again 
to the County of Russell.  

This declarant remained at his home upon the frontier and in the vicinity engaged in 
many skirmishes, and performing some occasional service of great danger, but only of a 
volunteer character, without either military orders or compensation, until the year, he 



thinks, of 1780, when he was ordered out again about the month of August or September, 
under Captain John Snoddy, as a military guard for the opening of a new road from the 
valley of Holston River, via Cumberland Gap, to the settlements in the now state of 
Kentucky, near the Crab Orchard in that state, in which service they were engaged at least 
two months and a half, and were then marched back, as well as this declarant now 
remembers. One Mr. McBride was the superintendent to open the road which he has 
mentioned. This declarant has no written discharge, nor any documentary evidence of his 
service, but he resides now in the same immediate community in which his services, in 
chief were performed. He has carefully distinguished in his declaration his services under 
regular military orders and those which he rendered in defense of his own and the homes 
and families of his neighbors, and hopes to be able to show to the satisfaction of the 
government that his claim for a pension is just and well founded by the testimony of those 
who were witnesses to his service, and those amongst whom he has grown old. He claims a 
pension for 14 months services, and verily believes that he was longer engaged in the 
public service.  

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or an annuity, except the 
present, and he declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency in any state.  

Sworn and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.  
S/ Charles Bickley, X his mark 
 

[p 19] 
State of Virginia Washington County: SS 
 On this first day of October in the year 1836 before the undersigned, a Justice of the 
Peace in and for the County aforesaid, personally appeared Major John Jamison1 aged 
Eighty three or four as a witness in behalf of the application of Charles Bickley of the 
County of Russell in the State aforesaid for a pension under the Act of Congress passed 
June 7th 1832, who after being duly sworn according to law doth depose and say, "That he 
was in the service with said Bickley, at the [time] he states commencing in the fall of 1775 
under the command of Captain William Russell who divided his company, sending a part 
under the command of William Bowen, Lieutenant, to the Rye Cove in Scott County in the 
State aforesaid, According [to] the recollection [of] this affiant, we were entered for the 
term of six months, but he does not recollect how long they remained in the service, yet 
know it was until they were legally discharged. 
 This affiant distinctly recollects that Charles Bickley, then a young man, served 
with him during the whole of that tour, and further, this affiant saith not.["] 
Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year above written. 
      S/ John Jamison 

       
 
[p 21] 
State of Virginia Scott County 

                                                 
1 John Jameson R5552 
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 On this 13th day of October in the year 1836 before the undersigned a Justice of the 
Peace in & for the County aforesaid personally appeared Hannah Byrd aged about 81 years 
as a witness in behalf of the application of Charles Bickley of the County of Russell in the 
State aforesaid for a pension under the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832 who after 
being duly sworn according to law doth depose & say that she well remembers that Charles 
Bickley was in the Army under Captain William Russell Lieutenant William Bowen and 
Ensign James Knox and stationed at the Rye Cove in the County of Scott and State 
aforesaid as well as she now can remember for the term of four months, she cannot now 
recollect the precise dates but thinks it was in the last of September or first of October that 
they was rendezvoused and stationed at the Rye Cove the Indians having apparently left the 
settlements the company under Captain Russell was discharged.  She also recollects that in 
the next ensuing summer that the said Charles Bickley was in the service under Captain 
John Montgomery Lieutenant Michael Dougherty and Ensign John Simpson and that they 
left the Rye Cove Fort – and joined the forces at Blackmore's Fort under Captain Daniel 
Smith and went in pursuit of the Indians and was gone some time and returned to the Fort 
where they remained a short time until the forces were all embodied and they then set out 
on expedition against the Cherokee Indians under the command of Colonel Christie 
[William Christian] and Major E. Shelby at the head.  Though she cannot remember the 
dates nor the precise length of time – but believes that it was at least four or five months, 
She also recollects that the said C. Bickley went as one of the guard under Captain E. 
Shelby to run the line between the state of Virginia and the Cherokee Indians.  She thinks 
they was gone on that tour five or six weeks, then was again marched to the Long Island 
upon Holston River under Ensign Douglas but cannot recollect how long before he returned 
but thinks it was three or four months and further this affiant saith not. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me the day & year above written. 
      S/ Hannah Byrd, X her mark 
 
[Facts in file: Veteran died June one, 1839, place not stated; this file contains a reference to 
5 of the 7 children of the veteran having survived him but there were no names given; the 
file contains no reference to the veteran's wife.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $33.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 10 months in the Virginia militia.] 


