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Pension application of Handy Handly (Hanly) S16401   f28MD 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/20/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Indiana Sullivan County: SS 
 On this fifth day of May A.D. 1833 personally appeared before the County Court of said 
County Handy Hanly a resident of Hadden Township in the County of Sullivan & State of 
Indiana aged seventy-eight years who being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make 
the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Act of 
Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he enlisted in the Army of the United States in March 1781 
and served in the third of Maryland Regiment in the Line under the following named officers, to 
wit, Col. Peter Adams (the other field officers not recollected) Capt. Lilburn Williams, Francis 
Baker 1st Lieut., __ Price 2nd Lieut.  He enlisted for three years – his residence was in Dorchester 
County Maryland.  He enlisted in Caroline County in the same state marched to Annapolis where 
Major Morrison gave each of us his note of hand for twenty dollars which was received at 
Annapolis in payment for goods &c.  We then marched by order of General Smallwood [William 
Smallwood] to George Town [Georgetown], where we received three dollars in specie and three 
dollars in Red Money [?]1.  From thence we marched through Williamsburg to York Town & 
arrived there on the day that Pigeon Hill was taken by the Americans.  After being engaged in 
making preparations for the attack on Lord Cornwallis he received a wound in his left leg from 
the bursting of a bomb shell a few days before the surrender of Cornwallis [October 19, 1781].  
He was then taken to Williamsburg hospital and after his recovery he was allowed to return home 
in March 1782, having been out Twelve months when so allowed to return he received from 
Lieut. Baker a pass and expected again to be called into service – but he never was so called.  
The pass has since been destroyed.  The applicant has no documentary evidence and that he 
knows of no person whose testimony he can procure who can testify to his service.  He hereby 
relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his 
name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any state. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
       S/ Handy Handly 

       
[John Davis, a clergyman, and James McLanahan gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 

                                                 

1  'ready money'? 
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[p 12] 
   Land Office, Annapolis, January 6, 1833 
I hereby Certify that it appears by a list or roll, remaining in this Office headed List of Sundry 
Soldiers enlistments," that the name of Handy Handly, appears upon said lives, to have enlisted 
on the 7th day of March 1781, for the term of three years, and that the time of his discharge is 
blank upon said Roll, – I also further certify, that his name does not appear upon any of the 
revolutionary pay rolls in this Office. 
     S/ George G Brewer 
     Regr. L. Off. W. S. Md. 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for one-year in the Maryland Continental line.] 


