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Pension application of James Herndon S1669     f18VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      3/19/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Warren County 
 On this 4th day of October 1832 personally appeared in open court before the Worshipful 
Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for the said County now sitting James Herndon a resident of 
said County and State aged about seventy years who being first duly sworn according to law doth 
on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress 
passed the 7th of June 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States under the following 
named officer and served as herein stated.  Says that in the year 1779 in the month of May as he 
believes he entered the service for eighteen months under the following officers to wit Captain 
Taliaferro [probably Benjamin Taliaferro], Lieutenant Stubblefield [probably Beverly 
Stubblefield] in Colonel Parker's [Richard Parker's] Regiment.  He enlisted in Charlotte County 
Virginia where he then lived and continued to live until the end of the war.  Captain Taliaferro or 
Tolliver as he was called company was organized at Petersburg as also the Regiment of Colonel 
Parker and Colonel Bluford's [Abraham Buford's].  Colonel Parker marched his Regiment on 
from Petersburg to Charleston South Carolina where they joined General Lincoln [Benjamin 
Lincoln] and surrendered with him when Charleston was taken.  This declarant was left about 
one hundred miles from Charleston with others all of whom were sick as Colonel Parker's 
Regiment marched on.  Before this declarant was recovered from the attack of sickness under 
which he labored Colonel Parker's Regiment was surrendered.  About that time Colonel Bluford 
[Abraham Buford] marched his Regiment from Petersburg towards Charleston and on his way 
came by where declarant then was – who being anxious to serve his country joined his Regiment 
and attached himself to Captain Adam Wallace's company.  Colonel Bluford marched on towards 
Charleston through Camden until he came to Santee within fifty or sixty miles of Charleston.  
Colonel Bluford finding the American Army under General Lincoln had surrendered that it 
would be folly in him to march against all the forces of the enemy with a single Regiment began 
to retreat from Camden – the same way he had gone down.  The enemy pursued him to the upper 
parts of South Carolina where they overtook and defeated him near the hanging rock.  This 
Affiant was not in the battle as he was that day placed to guard the ammunition wagons and 
narrowly made his escape.  The affiant was again attacked with the fever and ague and was sick 
for several months he went on to Chesterfield courthouse and joined General William Davidson 
where he remained until his time expired and was discharged by him.  This affiant in about two 
months was drafted for three months and entered the service in Captain Richard Gaines company 
Colonel Fleming's Regiment, they marched from Charlotte County Virginia: Petersburg to 
Suffolk thence on to Long Bridge on Nansemond River where the British then had a Garrison.  
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After some skirmishing Colonel Fleming marched back to Suffolk where this applicant remained 
until his time expired and he was discharged by General Mulenburg [Peter Muhlenberg] who had 
then the command and he returned home. 
 He was again drafted in two or three months for two months and attached to Joseph 
Guqueway's [?] company and marched from Charlotte to Williamsburg where he remained until 
his time expired.  He was discharged a few days before Cornwallis surrendered in October 1781 
[October 19, 1781].  This applicant received a written discharges each time to wit three.  After 
the war terminated this applicant was informed by Judge Carrington of Charlotte County Virginia 
that precision had been made to pay off the troops.  This Applicant gave him his discharge and he 
went to Richmond and drew his money.  What he did with his discharge this applicant does not 
know.  He has not seen nor heard of them since.  He therefore has no documentary evidence and 
he knows of no one whose testimony he can procure to establish the above facts or testify to his 
services.  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
    S/ James Herndon 

      
[James Cope, a clergyman, and William Armstrong gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
Answers to interrogatories put by the Court as directed by the Secretary of War 
Says he was born 1762 in __ County North Carolina his father moved [to] Charlotte County 
Virginia where deponent lived eighteen or twenty years, lived two years in Rowan County North 
Carolina, five years in Iredell County, five years in Carter County in East Tennessee, eight years 
in Washington County in Virginia ever since in Warren County where he still resides.  Has no 
record of his age.  Lived in Charlotte County Virginia during the revolutionary war.  Enlisted the 
first campaign and was drafted the other two.  He has stated the officers with whom he served in 
his declaration.  He received written discharges each time and gave them to Judge Carrington to 
draw his wages who never returned.  Says he knows William Armstrong, Levi Rogers and 
William Hays in his present neighborhood. 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $76.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for one-year and 11 months in the Virginia Continental line.] 


