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Pension application of Thomas Ballard S20283    f89SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    9/24/08 rev'd 8/11/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Georgia, Gwinnett County: Inferior Court December Term 1832 
 Personally appeared in open court it being a court of record, now sitting, Thomas Ballard 
a resident of said County of Gwinnett and State aforesaid aged Eighty years who being first duly 
sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to attain the 
benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832.   
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated, to wit: That he entered the service in the State of South Carolina the part 
which is now called Kershaw District.  That he was then Captain of a militia company and that 
he together with his Company was called into service by Colonel Kimbrel [Frederick Kimball] as 
volunteers.  That he was then by Colonel Kimbrel brevetted Captain of said Company that he 
was in Major Thompson's Battalion & Colonel Kimbrel's Regiment that during this service he 
was with General Marion [Francis Marion] six weeks when his company was relieved and 
allowed to return home.  That this service was during the year 1780 & 1781.  That this was a 
three months Tour but that he was relieved & allowed to return home a few days before the Term 
of service expired.  That afterwards in the year 1781 the Company which he commanded was 
again called into Service under the Command of Major Thompson in General Henderson's 
[William Henderson's] division for a three months Service.  That he was stationed at Captain 
Young's house in the State of South Carolina in the fork of edisto River [Edisto River] and was 
engaged during this Service in skirmishes with the Tories and at the end of the Service he 
returned home.  That he did not receive a written discharge in either of the above mentioned 
Services because he did not concede them at that time necessary.  That his brevet has been lost or 
mislaid.  That the two several tours of duty were served in the State of South Carolina and that he 
has no documentary Evidence nor does he know of anyone now living except Michael Branham, 
who can establish the same.  That since the revolutionary war he has resided first in South 
Carolina Kershaw District from thence he removed to Gwinnett County in Georgia where he 
now resides that he was born in the State of Virginia in March 1751.  He hereby relinquishes 
every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not 
on the pension Old of the agency of any State. 

Sworn to & subscribed this tenth day December 1832 in open Court. 
Attest: S/ Wm Maltbie, Clk 
      S/ Thos. Ballard 
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[p 40:  Hosea Camp, a clergyman, and John F Martin gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 41] 
Georgia Gwinnett County: Before me, a Justice of the Peace for said County came in person 
Michael Branham and being sworn on oath saith that he served six months under the command 
of Thomas Ballard in the revolutionary war – who was a Captain of the Militia of Kershaw 
District in the State of South Carolina – and further states that said six months service is 
mentioned and correctly stated in the within declaration. 
Sworn to & subscribed before me this 10th December 1832 
S/ John Clower, JP    S/ Michael Branham, X his mark 
 
[p 44] 
State of South Carolina Fairfield District 
Personally appeared before me Henry Moore of the State & District aforesaid and being sworn as 
the Law Directs says on oath that he was introduced to a Captain Ballard either before or shortly 
after the fall of Charleston but it is so long since that he cannot fully identify him at this late 
period.  Further that he thinks the forgoing certificate of Mr. John Clanton entitled to undoubted 
credit this 9th September 1838 
S/ William Moore, QU    S/ Henry Moore1 Capt Lt. of Artillery 
       Regt. So. Carolina 

        
 
[p 43] 
State of South Carolina Kershaw District: Before me appeared John Clanton of said District after 
being Duly Sworn as the Law Directs made oath that he became acquainted [with] Thomas 
Ballard in the year 1780 and in the year 1781 we served together a tower [tour] in the service in 
behalf of the Liberty of the State and US we joined the whigs at a place called the foreholes 
[Four Holes] in South Carolina.  Thomas Ballard was a Captain and Commanded the Company 
called the Bever Creek Company of said District.  I Father [further] state that I was his Cook for 
his mess.  I believe him to be as good a whig as the State had at that time according to the 
opportunities he had to show it. 
Sworn to before me this 3 July 1839 
S/ Elijah Sill, J. Q.     S/ John Clanton, X his mark 
 
[p 47] 
South Carolina Lancaster District 
 Personally came before me John Trousdale aged seventy-one years last March & after 
being duly sworn, maketh oath & saith that in & about the year 1781 the fall of the year he 
became acquainted with Colonel Thomas Ballard, who was then Thomas Ballard, & had the 
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character of a good & valiant Whig in the revolutionary Army, in & about the neighborhood of 
Hangrock [?] & Beaver Creek Kershaw District South Carolina in which neighborhood & place 
both deponent & Thomas Ballard resided – shortly afterwards Thomas Ballard was called 
Captain of the Beaver Creek Militia Company Kershaw District South Carolina & generally 
received opinion of that time & up to this day was that Thomas Ballard was an officer a Captain 
in the revolutionary war & bore the character at that day & since of a brave & courageous 
defender of the liberties of his country – deponent has known Colonel Ballard from about 1781 2 
1821 at which last period he removed to Georgia where he remained until 1838 & at this time is 
living in Lancaster District South Carolina. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me 5 November 1839 
S/ J. H. Witherspoon, Junior Q.W. E. Off.   S/ John Trusdel 

         
 
[p 48] 
South Carolina Lancaster district 
 Personally came before me Thomas Mackey Senior2 age 77 years last February & maketh 
oath & saith that during the revolutionary war he this deponent was a private in Colonel Kimbrell 
Regiment, previous Colonel Marshall, & that he knew Thomas Ballard, that he was attached to 
said Regiment & commanded as Captain in the Beaver Creek Company Kershaw District South 
Carolina, deponent can't say positively how long Thomas Ballard & this deponent remained in 
the same Regiment, his impression is that the Company Thomas Ballard commanded was sent 
out on a scouting party & this deponent & the company he was attached to was ordered to 
Purysburg, deponent served three months & is satisfied that Thomas Ballard was also out during 
that tour of three months, he verily believes that Thomas Ballard served much longer, he was 
always regarded a true & Brave Whig, & rendered [indecipherable word] services to his Country 
during the revolutionary struggle. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me 6 November 1839 
S/ J. W. Witherspoon, Junior, Q. W. E. Off   S/ Thos. Mackey 

        
 
[p 10] 
South Carolina, Lancaster District 
 On this Sixth day of November A.D. 1839 personally appeared in open Court before the 
Court of General Sessions & Common Pleas now sitting, Thomas Ballard, a resident of the State 
& District aforesaid aged eighty-nine years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on 
his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 
passed June 7th, 1832.  -- viz. That he entered the service as a militia man (Volunteer) in Captain 
William Nettles company (militia) in Colonel John Marshall's Regiment (militia) in the year 
1780 about six or eight months before Gates defeat near Camden [Battle of Camden, August 15-
16, 1780], at the time of Gates defeat he was with General Sumter [Thomas Sumter] as a 
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Volunteer afterwards in the spring of 1781 he received a commission to Command the Beaver 
Creek Company Kershaw District South Carolina from Colonel Kimbrell who then had the 
Command of Colonel Marshall's Regiment Colonel Marshall having gone to Virginia served 
under Colonel Kimbrell & General Marion three months as Captain in Santee Swamp near 
McCord's ferry South Carolina was in pursuit of the British & caused them to evacuate Bigham 
[sic, Biggin] Church [July 16-17, 1781] & fire the same was at the Battle of Hobkirk Hill [April 
25, 1781] near Camden South Carolina between General Greene & Lord Rawdon, he afterwards 
returned with his company & remained at home for about three months, he then as Captain & 
with his Company returned to the service and Joined the Whigs at the “Fore Holes” [sic, Four 
Holes] thinks a Colonel Henderson had Command & continued with him three months in the 
fork of Edisto River watching the movements of certain forces in that neighborhood he & his 
Company then returned home, don't recollect what has become of his discharge, or whether he 
received one, his Commission has been mislaid it was signed by Colonel Kimbrell. 
 Sworn to open Court the day & date above mentioned 
S/ S/ Beckham, Clk     S/ Thos. Ballard 
[J. P. Thompson, a clergyman, and Samuel B. Hammond gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 13] 
Interrogatories 
1.  Where & in what year were you borned? 
Answer 1751 – 
2.  Have you any record of your age, if so where is it? 
Answer – Have none – 
3.  Where were you living when called into service, where have you lived since the revolutionary 
war, & where do you now live? 
Answer – When called into service lived in Kershaw District South Carolina moved to Georgia 
in 1821 – returned to South Carolina Lancaster District in April 1838 – 
4 – How were you called into service, were you drafted did you Volunteer or were you a 
substitute, if a substitute for whom? 
Answer – Called into service as a militia man 
5th State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops where you served, 
such Continental & militia Regiments age you can recollect, & the General circumstances of 
your Service. 
Answer – Was in Colonel Kimbles Regiment Nettles Company, was at Bingham Church [sic] 
when it was fired by the British – was at a Battle at Hobkirk Hill near Camden South Carolina – 
6.  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, if so, by whom was it given & what has 
become of it? 
Answer – don't recollect that he received a discharge.  – 
7th did you ever receive a Commission, if so, by whom was it signed & what has become of it? 
Answer – had a Commission Received it from Colonel Kimbrel don't know what became of it – 
      S/ Thos. Ballard 
 
[p 15] 
State of South Carolina, Lancaster District 
 Personally appeared before me James H. Witherspoon Jr Judge of the Court of Ordinary 



Lancaster District Colonel Thomas Ballard Senior of the said District & State, aged ninety years, 
7 March next, who being duly sworn maketh oath & saith, that he was born in the County of 
Albemarle & State of Virginia 7 March 1751 & resided there until the year 1789 [sic, 1779?], 
when he removed to South Carolina, Craven County now the district of Kershaw where he 
resided & lived until the year 1818, when he removed to Georgia when at County & resided & 
built there until the year 1838, when he removed back to South Carolina Lancaster District, 
where he now resides.  This deponent further states that shortly after he removed to South 
Carolina to wit in the fall & winter of 1779 & 1780 he entered the service of his country under 
Captain William who was attached to Colonel Marshall's Regiment, the deponent was out & 
engaged in said service at various times, principally in scouting & routing certain Tories who 
were then lurking in Kershaw district, he was then residing in Captain William’ beat, and as a 
militia man was called out sometime in December 1779 & was engaged & out in service until 
May 1780, whenever the Company was on duty, the duty of this Company at that time was 
principally the routing & keeping in check the Tories in the district -- deponent further saith that 
sometime in August or September 1780 he went on a visit to Virginia, that while there, he heard 
that a great many Tories had assembled near the Brushy Mountains in North Carolina he then 
volunteered under Colonel Bryce Martin in Henry County Virginia to march against them after 
marching several days under him the Regiment was dismissed by Colonel Martin upon learning 
that the Tories had left & abandoned that place.  This deponent then returned to South Carolina 
Kershaw District where his family were still residing.  He was there afterwards engaged in 
various services, but not regularly -- until he was present & assisted in taking Rudgeleys 
[Rugeley's] Fort [December 4, 1780].  In March or April 1781 this deponent received a Captain's 
Commission from Colonel Kimbrell to command the Beaver Creek Company in Kershaw 
District.  He then marched his Company to Camden & was at the Battle of Hobkirk Hill near 
Camden, he then afterwards with his Company under Colonel Kimbrell marched & joined 
general Marion near Biggin Church, deponent as Captain served under General Marion three 
months -- in this State -- and afterwards marched his Company to Edisto & there remained three 
months to the best of his recollection -- deponent has either lost or misplaced his commission, he 
cannot now find it -- deponent in conclusion states, that to the best of his recollection, he served 
six months as a militia man under Captain Nettles, ready to perform duty whenever called upon -
- is perfectly satisfied that as Captain he was three months under General Marion in active 
service -- and also three months in the fork of Edisto & was upon duty as Captain -- altogether 
six months -- besides other duties & services -- deponent further saith that he has never received 
any compensation for said services either from the State or the United States. 
 Sworn to & subscribed Before me 19 January 1841 
S/ James H. Witherspoon, Jr., Judge of Court Ordinary 
Lancaster District     S/ Thos. Ballard 
 
[p 34:  Original of a bill of sale dated April 5, 1820 by which Thomas Ballard conveyed to 
Elizabeth Thompson for $800 one Negro woman by the name of Rody aged 19 or 20 and her 
child Charrity [sic, Charity].] 
 
[p 18:  On February 25, 1847, Col. Thomas P. Ballard, 47, son of Capt. Thomas Ballard on behalf 
and the other children of Capt. Thomas Ballard, to wit, Susanna Caston & Mary Russell sought 
to recover the pension he said was due his father. 

] 



[p 51] 
  Comptroller General's Office Columbia South Carolina October 30th 1846 
Book W 
Indent 165 Issued 9th of August 1785 to Captain Thomas Ballard for 156 pounds 17 shillings 
1 ½ D 4 366 days duty in 1780, 1781 & 1782 as per account audited 
 Principal £156.17.1 ½D Annl.  Int. £10.19.7D 
Book W 
Account 165 Captain Thomas Ballard 
    For 288 days duty under Colonel Frederick Kimball in General 
Sumter's Brigade at 60 shillings per day – 40 days under Colonel Frederick Kimball at 60 
shillings per day – 38 days under Colonel Kimbrell at 60 shillings per day in all 366 days 
Sterling £156.17.1 ½ D. 
 I certify the above to be a true copy from the Records in this office 
   For Comptroller General 
    S/ J. Aug. Black 
 
[Veteran died at the residence of Mrs. Susanna Caston in Lancaster District SC on December 28, 
1843] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $240.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831 and 
terminating December 28, 1843 upon his death.  His pension was granted for 12 months and one 
day service as a Captain in the South Carolina service.] 


