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Pension application of John Parker S21414     f12SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    7/17/09: rev'd 10/27/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of South Carolina Anderson District 
 On this First day of October personally appeared in open court before the Judge of the 
Court of General Sessions and Common Pleas in the State aforesaid and for the District 
aforesaid, now in session, John Parker, residing in the State and District aforesaid, who being 
duly sworn according to law, doth on oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832, 
 On the 18th of November 1775 & under Captain John Irwine [sic, John Erwin] he 
marched to 96 [Ninety Six] and was in an engagement which continued for some time and after 
eight days service was disbursed by the Tories -- Reassembled under same officer commanded 
by General Williamson [then Major Andrew Williamson] in December and after a tour of six 
weeks called the Snow Camps1 having taken some prisoners and scoured the country about 
Saluda River were disbanded. 
 In July 1776 in Captain John Irwine's Company commanded by General Williamson 
marched against the Cherokee Indians was in the engagement in which Young Salvador [Francis 
Salvador]2 was killed -- was in the Ring battle3 in which they were surrounded by the Indians 
and many killed and wounded and having been out 3 months was sent back to Ninety Six with 
the wounded. 
 July 1777 in Captain Irwine's Company commanded by Williamson marched in the 
Florida Expedition4 joined the Regular Forces and having staid there 8 days were marched back 
having served a tour of 3 months -- 
 In February 1778 in Captain Irwine's commanded by Colonel Pickens [Andrew Pickens] 
with a number of horsemen marched to Beach Island and scoured that country and having served 
six weeks were disbanded -- 
 In the Fall of same year under same officers served a tour of three months against the 
Cherokees in the direction of the standing Peach tree. 
 In May 1779 in Captain Norwood's [John Norwood’s] Company of Rangers under the 
command of Colonel Jackson served a tour of six weeks on Long Cane [Creek] in South 
Carolina and a part of the time in Georgia skirmishing through the Country -- 
 In 1780 under the command of Colonel Robert Anderson and Pickens marched to T 

                                                 
1 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_snow_campaign.html  
2 http://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_cherokee_expedition_1776.html  
3 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_ring_fight.html  
4 Second Florida expedition:  Spring 1777 http://www.ourgeorgiahistory.com/wars/Revolution/revolution11.html 
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Sawta [?] Town in the Cherokee Nation and served one month. 
 In January 1781 joined a company commanded by Captain Samuel Moore and was with 
him in active service scouring the Country -- Skirmishing with the Tories and occasionally 
attaching themselves to various commands in different parts of the Country and having served 
with him 10 months he was killed by William Cunningham when this applicant was commanded 
by Captain Robert Maxwell and having pursued Cunningham and the Tories to Bull Swamp they 
returned and were disbanded having served with him about 6 weeks. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or an annuity except the 
present and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of any Agency in any State. 
 To the Interrogatories5 propounded by this Court he answers 
First -- Was born in Ireland in 1759 as he supposes being he is well satisfied in his 16th year 
when he entered the service. 
Second -- Has no Record of his age 
Third -- Was living in Abbeville South Carolina when he entered the service and lived there 
during the war and until he removed to Anderson District in which district he now resides. 
Fourth -- was always a Volunteer. 
Fifth -- The general circumstances of his services with the names of such officers as he served 
with already stated as far as recollected. 
Sixth -- Never had a written discharge -- 
Seventh -- He resides at some distance from the Court House and knows but few of his neighbors 
now present but he would appeal with great confidence to every neighbor he has for a testimonial 
in favor of his veracity and his reputation in the neighborhood as a Soldier of the Revolution. 
In open Court Before 
S/ Van A. Lawhorn, CC 
      S/ John Parker, X his mark 
[Sanford Vandiver, a clergyman, and James Brown gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 9: South Carolina Comptroller General's certificate showing service as follows: 
69 days duty as a private footmen in Colonel William Jinkins [William Jenkins’] company, 
Colonel Bratton's [William Bratton’s] Regiment, General Sumter's Brigade 18th of October 25t 
of December 1781.]6 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $74.66 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service 
as a private for 22 months and 22 days in the South Carolina militia.] 
                                                 
5 The War Department promulgated regulations governing pension application format and requiring the following 7 
interrogatories to be put to each applicant for a pension: 
1st Where and in what year were you born? 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where 
do you now live? 
4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if a 
substitute, for whom? 
5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental and 
militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 
6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it? 
7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your 
character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution. 
6 This information probably applies to a different “John Parker” living in the New Acquisition portion of SC. 


