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Pension application of William McElveen1 S21880    f13SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    3/19/09: rev'd 11/16/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of South Carolina Sumter District 
 Personally appeared in open Court on the first day of November 1832 the Court of 
Common Pleas for the District aforesaid now sitting William McElveen who being duly sworn in 
open Court according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 
the benefit of the Act of Congress passed the 7th of June 1832 says on his oath that he was born 
in the District aforesaid where he now resides and has ever since he was born, that he entered the 
service of the United States in South Carolina as a militia man in the year 1779 near Augusta in 
Georgia under the command of General Williamson [Andrew Williamson] that afterwards he 
served five or six weeks in Charleston before the siege [Charleston South Carolina fell to the 
British on May 12, 1780] that early in the spring of 1781 he joined General Marion's [Francis 
Marion's] Brigade where he remained until the British left Charleston [the British evacuated 
Charleston South Carolina in December 1782] that Col. Richard Richardson Lt. Col. Jamieson 
were field officers John Wilson his Capt. and Thomas McFadden his Lieut. that he served in the 
whole more than four years that he does hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or 
annuity except the present and that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency of the 
States. 
 Sworn and subscribed to 30th of October 1832 
      S/ Wm McElveen, X his mark 
S/ B. J. Earle, Presiding Judge 
 
We Samuel Chandler2 and Thomas Wilson3 both of State and District being duly sworn in open 
Court do hereby certify that we were well acquainted with the within applicant William 
McElveen who has sworn to and subscribed the within declaration and know that he was a 
soldier of the revolution that we served with him a part of the time in the different companies 
that he the applicant and the deponents were with him in the battle at Quinby bridge in State 
aforesaid under the command of Generals Sumter and Marion. 
Sworn and subscribed to the day and year within mentioned   
       S/ Saml. Chandler, X his mark 
S/ B. J. Earle, PJ     S/ Thos. Wilson 
[Moab Hurt, a clergyman, and John McDonald gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
                                                 
1 Transcriber's note: I wonder if this name's name was really McElvaine  
2 Samuel Chandler W8599 
3 Thomas Wilson S18285 
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 In amendment of the within Declaration 
South Carolina Salem County Sumter District South Carolina 
 Personally appeared before me the undersigned a Justice of the Quorum for the District of 
Sumter William McElveen Senior who being duly sworn deposeth & saith that by reason of old 
age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively as to the precise length of his 
service, but according to the best of his recollection he served not less than the periods 
mentioned below, and in the following grades; For one month in the Snow Camp in the year 
1776 under the command of Col. Richardson and Capt. Fullwood [William Fullwood] as a 
volunteer for six weeks in Charleston as a volunteer same officers in 1777 for one month in 
Charleston as a volunteer commanded by Col. Richardson & Capt. Fullwood in 1777.  For one 
month as a private in Charleston & Bluford [sic, Beaufort?] under Col. Richardson Lieut. 
Burgess in 1777 for 3 months as a private at Augusta under Major Fullwood & Capt. Nelson 
[John Neilson] for one month as a private near Moncks Corner under same officers For one year 
immediately after the fall of Charleston as a volunteer under the command of Col. Marion 
shortly after promoted to General Capt. Nelson & Armstrong [John Armstrong] for two months 
as a volunteer commanded by Col. Richardson & Nelson on both sides of Santee for one month 
as a private under Col. Richardson & Capt. Nelson at Leneud's ferry on Santee for one month as 
a private commanded by Major James Lieut. McFadden at Canteys on the Santee for one month 
as a private under Col. Richardson & Capt. Nelson at Watboo [Wadboo?] one month as a private 
same officers at Bacon's Bridge, this deponent further saith that he has a record of his age that he 
was born 18th [could be 10th] May 1757 And that for such Service I claim a pension. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th June 1833 
S/ J. C. Fullwood, JQ 
     S/ William McElveen, Sr., X his mark 
Test S/ Wm McIntosh 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $48 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 14 months and 12 days in the South Carolina militia.] 


