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Pension application of John Milford S21885     f10SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    6/21/09: rev'd 4/10/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
The State of South Carolina Anderson District 
 On this Fourth day of March 1833 personally appeared in open court before the Judge of 
the Court of Sessions & Common Pleas of said State for said District now in session John 
Milford of the State & district aforesaid who being duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7 
-- 1832 -- 
 This Deponent was born in Ireland, he has no record of his age -- but thinks he was born 
in 1760.  Came to this Country (America) when very young near 96 Fort in 96 District he entered 
the service as a volunteer in Captain Logan's [Francis Logan’s] Company under Colonel 
afterwards General Pickens [Andrew Pickens], Served three months scouring and guarding the 
jail at 96, he attached himself to Colonel Pickens in the Cavalry -- as a minute man -- went on an 
expedition to Georgia to take a Fort -- which was evacuated before they arrived -- a three months 
Tour -- he was drafted to go on with General Greene [Nathanael Greene] while in N. Carolina to 
the relief of South Carolina served a three months tour in 1780.  He served another tour in 1781 
of three months he was present at Cowan's Ford on Catawba River the day [February 1, 1781] 
that Lord Cornwallis crossed the River -- He believes said he was in the service twelve months -- 
he has no discharge nor has he received any compensation for his services -- he has no other 
proof than what is here with submitted -- Sworn to & subscribed this 4th day of March 1833. 
     S/ John Milford 

      
In open Court 
S/ Van A. Lawhon, CC 
[William Magee and James Thompson gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
South Carolina Abbeville District: Personally came before me James A. Black a Justice of 
Quorum in and for the District & State aforesaid Thomas Milford1 a resident of the State and 
District aforesaid aged seventy-six years and on his oath saith that he is well acquainted with the 
present applicant John Milford (his Brother) and was during the revolutionary war, that to his 
knowledge he the said John Milford was drafted as a militia man to go on with General Green 
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[sic, Nathanael Greene] for the relief of South Carolina, that he then resided in Roane [sic, 
Rowan] County State of North Carolina, that he the said John Milford did go out in that tour of 
service and served until his time expired which was a three months tour as he believes that the 
services was performed in the summer and fall of 1780 as he thinks he further swears that he was 
with him in another tour of service in January 1781 that they were together at Cowan's Ford2 on 
the Catawba River in North Carolina on the day that Lord Cornwallis crossed the River when 
General Davidson [William Lee Davidson] was killed that he believes he was out in several other 
tours of duty. 
Sworn to and subscribed this 15th day of February 1833 before me 
S/ James A. Black, JQ 
     S/ Thomas Milford 

      
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for one year in the South Carolina militia.] 
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