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Pension application of John Evans S2200     f14NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    12/5/08 rev'd 1/4/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Lincoln County 
 On this 26th day of October 1835 personally appeared before the Justices of the County 
Court of said County now sitting John Evans a resident of said County, aged about seventy-two 
years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make the following 
declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by act of Congress passed June 
7th, 1832. 
 I was born in what is now called Stokes County North Carolina on the 18th day of 
November 1763, according to a record of my age now in my possession -- I continued to live in 
the same County at the time I entered the service -- in the month of November 1780 I became a 
substitute in the place of Alexander Bolls in a company of militia under command of Captain 
Wooldridge [Gibson Wooldridge] & Lieutenant David Hedgpeth [David Hedgepeth] -- 
immediately after the Company was organized, we were ordered to the old Moravian town to 
assist in guarding the prisoners who had been taken at the battle of Kings Mountain [October 7, 
1780] – we remained there guarding them for six or eight weeks (the time not now recollected) -- 
after the prisoners were removed thence, we were ordered to go home and hold ourselves in 
readiness to rendezvous at the Shallow Ford on the Yadkin River in about two weeks -- we 
rendezvoused accordingly & after remaining there upwards of a week our Captain received 
orders to discharge us, as our time was so nearly expired that it would be unnecessary to join the 
Army as it was at first intended -- we were accordingly discharged -- I was in service at least two 
months in this tour -- 
 About the first of January 1781 I volunteered in Company of Rangers which was raised 
to march through and range the County -- the Company was commanded by Captain Minor 
Smith & volunteered for twelve months -- we had always to hold ourselves in readiness to go at a 
minute's warning. -- we would sometimes be out in service, three, four or six weeks at a time and 
then would remain at home for a while -- we were principally engaged in Scouring the Country. -
- in protecting the citizens from the Tories and in apprehending deserters The time that I was in 
actual service as a Ranger during this term, I think would amount to at least six months -- I never 
received a written discharge -- I continued to live in the same County in North Carolina until 
about five years since, when I moved to Washington County Virginia, and lived there until 
November 1832, when I moved to this County, where I now live -- I have no documentary 
evidence nor do I know of any person by whom was I can prove my service -- I hereby 
relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declare that my 
name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State -- Having so recently moved to this 
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County, I do not know any clergyman to whom I can refer for my character &c, nor any person 
to whom I can refer for my reputation in the neighborhood where I now live, as a soldier of the 
revolution, but refer for my character for veracity &c to Thomas Clarke Esquire, John Clarke, 
John Davis, Jesse Davis, who were all well acquainted with me in North Carolina and now reside 
in this County. 
 Sworn to & subscribed in open Court the day & year aforesaid 
S/ F. L. Kincannon, Clk    S/ Jn Evans 

        
By his Deputy S/ C. Boyles 
[Thomas Clarke, John Clarke, John Davis & Jesse Davis gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
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  War Department Pension Office February 8, 1836 
Sir,  
 The declaration of John Edwards has been examined and filed with suspended cases in 
this office.  He alleges one tour of two months in 1780 and also that he volunteered in January 
1781 for one year as a Ranger – and always held himself in readiness to serve when necessary 
and that he was out at different times during said year for sometimes four and sometimes six 
weeks and that he performed six months actual service.  This statement is altogether 
unsatisfactory.  It is believed that those who acted as Rangers were not in actual service at any 
one time longer than one month, and frequently did not exceed ten days.  Unless the claimant can 
give such a statement of his services as is required in the enclosed printed sheet, a pension cannot 
be allowed at a higher rate than $20 per annum.  Enclosed is Mr. Eastland's letter. 
I have the honor to be respectfully Your Obedient servant 
      S/ J. L. Edwards [Commissioner of Pensions] 
Hon. J. K. Polk 
 House of Representatives 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


