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Pension application of Benjamin Cox S2440     f9NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    12/12/10: rev'd 10/3/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
State of North Carolina Lenoir County: SS: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions October Term 
1832 

On the 3rd day of October 1832 personally appeared in open Court, before John 
Williams, chairman pro tem, Craven Mitts and William C Loftin Justices of the Court of Pleas 
and Quarter Sessions for the County of Lenoir, now sitting, Benjamin Cox of said County, who 
will be seventy-eight years of age on the 16th of July next, who being duly sworn according to 
law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of 
Congress passed June 7th, 1832.  That he volunteered in the militia service in Jones County 
North Carolina in the year 1776 in the month of February for two months and was attached to a 
company commanded by Captain Thomas Stephenson from Jones County he marched to 
Wilmington North Carolina where he was placed in a Regiment commanded by Colonel Samuel 
Leonard from thence he marched back to Jones County, where he was discharged after a service 
of two months.  He then volunteered on the 6th May in said year in a militia company 
commanded by Captain Thomas Tyre in Jones County North Carolina.  He then marched to 
Wilmington NC and was attached to a Regiment commanded by Colonel Leonard.  He then 
marched to Jno Kings [John King’s?] thirty miles from Wilmington where he was discharged 
after a service of three months.  He then in the year 1778 he enlisted in Jones County in the 
twelve months service and was attached to a company commanded by Captain John Isler [?].  
From thence he marched to Kinston, Lenoir County (then Dobbs), Thence to Dobbs Court house.  
Thence to Rowan County – thence to Great Pedee [Pee Dee River].  Thence back to Smithfield 
in North Carolina.  Thence to Coxes Mills in Dobbs County.  Thence to Longfield Cox’s ferry, 
thence below New Bern.  Thence to Smithfield where he remained one month from thence back 
to Kinston in the month of October where he was discharged after having served nine months in 
Captain Isler’s Company.  He then volunteered in Dobbs County in a company commanded by 
Captain Jacob Johnston for three months and was marched to Duplin County North Carolina 
where he was engaged in several skirmishes with the Tories, from thence to Rockfish Creek in 
Duplin under Colonel James Kenan, at which place Colonel Kenan lost seventeen of his troops 
killed, wounded and prisoners in a skirmish with Major Craig [James Craig] commander of the 
British and Tory forces.1  Thence to Goshen in Duplin County where he was discharged after 
having served in the last term three months and in all of his revolutionary services seventeen 

                                                 
1 The veteran appears to be describing the action which occurred on August 2, 1781 at Rockfish Creek. 
https://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_rockfish_creek.html  
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months.  He further states that he has had the aforesaid discharges, but they are all lost being 
destroyed in a fire by which he lost his house.  [Several indecipherable words] no proof made by 
him witnesses or documentary evidence of my services except of three months which is proved 
by the testimony of Marclin Wooters2 which is hereto annexed – he knowing of no person now 
living. 

I hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity, except the present, and 
declare my name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 

Sworn to and subscribed this day and year aforesaid. 
    S/ Benjamin Cox, X his mark 

[Hezekiah Cox and Richard Daugherty gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
[Henry Heath, a clergyman, gave a standard supporting affidavit.] 
Answers to the Interrogatories3 required by the department under the pension Act 
I was born in Dobbs County North Carolina on Cabin Branch in the year 1755.  I have a record 
of my age at my brother Hezekiah's.  When called into service I lived with my father on Cabin 
Branch where I lived till within the last five years when I removed to my present residence in the 
County of Lenoir.  I volunteered in the militia and was enlisted in the Regular Service.  The 
regular Officers with whom I was acquainted were General William Caswell, Colonel John 
Herritage, Major John Allen, Captain Herman Herring [sic, Armwell Herron?], Captain Wilson 
and Captain Bryan Whitfield in addition to those already set forth.  I refer you to Milchor Rhim, 
Amos Rhim, George Moye, John Heath, Henry Heath & James Davis who can testify as to my 
veracity and their belief of my revolutionary services 
 
State of North Carolina Lenoir County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions April Term 1833 
On the first day of April 1833, personally appeared in open Court before Jonathan Rouse, W. C. 
Loftin, P. Harden and C. Mitts, Justices of said Court being a court of record, and then sitting, 
Benjamin Cox of said County (whose declaration is herein set forth) and made the following 
statement and proof as an amendment to the within declaration and proof being previously duly 
sworn according to law for that purpose That he the officers under whom he served in addition to 
those set forth in the within declaration are set forth in his answers [to the interrogatories], he 
knows of no person now living by whom he can prove his said service but Marclin Wooters who 
can certify as to three months – and whose affidavit is hereto annexed.    
     S/ Benjamin Cox, X his mark 
 
I Marclin Wooters do hereby certify that said Benjamin Cox served three months of the within 
                                                 
2 Marclin (Mackland) Wooters S7958 
3 The War Department promulgated regulations governing pension application format and requiring the following 7 
interrogatories to be put to each applicant for a pension: 
1st Where and in what year were you born? 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where 
do you now live? 
4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if a 
substitute, for whom? 
5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental and 
militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 
6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it? 
7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your 
character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution. 

http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s7958.pdf


service as set forth by him being myself in the same company commanded by Shade Allen, in the 
Regiment commanded by Colonel Sitgreaves. 
    S/ Marclin Wooters, X his mark 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $56.66 commencing March 4th, 1831, for 17 months 
service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


