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Pension application of Rowland (Roland) Felts S2546   f19NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    12/19/08 rev'd 1/23/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Robertson County -- On this day being the 13th day of August 1832 
personally appeared in open Court before the County Court now sitting – Rowland Felts a 
resident of the County of Robertson and State of Tennessee aged Seventy six years the 11th day 
of October 1831 who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832, 
that he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers, and served as 
herein stated, he states that he was called on to serve in the Militia of North Carolina Bute 
County, (afterwards Warren County) and was commanded by Captain Britain Harris [Britton 
Harris], and was attached to General Ash [John Ashe], and Colonel Thomas Eaton the Major’s 
name not recollected, and marched some time in November 1779 or 1780, and rendezvoused at 
Bute Court house, and was marched from there to South Carolina Charleston, then to Augusta 
Georgia, near which at Bryar Creek [Briar Creek1], had a battle from thence to Purrysburg at 
which place he was discharged having served five months, stayed at home about four months, 
then went into the Service again under the command of Joel Wren Captain and Colonel Seawell 
[Benjamin Seawell] no other names of Officers recollected, rendezvoused at Warrenton and 
marched across the Roanoke & back generally on the march in pursuit of Cornwallis Army and 
after serving three months was discharged in the County of Nash, having served two Tours one 
of five months the other three months in actual Service, and that he has no papers to show about 
the service, nor does he know of but one person who will certify to any services, who is Edwin 
Harris.  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not nor has been on the pension roll of the agency of this or any 
other State.  Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.     
      S/ Roland Felts, X his mark 

I Edwin Harris2 of the County and State aforesaid certify that I am acquainted with 
Rowland Felts who has sworn to the above declaration in Bute County (afterwards Warren 
County) North Carolina and that his statement relative to his services in the revolution war is 
correct to the best of my knowledge 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
S/ W. Seal [?], Clk      S/ Edwin Harris, X his mark 
[William Carter, a clergyman, gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
                                                 
1 The Battle of Briar Creek occurred on March 3, 1779 between forces commanded by Major General John Ashe of 
NC and Lt. Col. James Prevost. http://gaz.jrshelby.com/briercreek.htm 
2 Edwin Harris S4307 
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State of Tennessee Robertson County 
 This day being the 17th day of January 1833 personally appeared before me Matthew 
Powell a Justice of the peace for the County aforesaid in the town of Springfield Mr. Rowland 
Felts who having made his declaration for to obtain a pension under the Act of Congress passed 
7th  June 1832 in open Court on the 13th day of August 1832 to which this is appended and 
composes a part as an additional declaration who being first duly sworn on the holy Evangelist of 
Almighty God deposeth and saith that he was born in Sussex County in the State of Virginia in 
the year 1755 on the 11th of October he states that he would has a record of his age & have it in 
his possession it being the original record by his father Nathaniel Felts during his life & which 
has been by him preserved since his death he states that when he was called into service he was 
then residing in Bute County (since Warren) County North Carolina and continued there until the 
year 1811 from thence I then moved to the County of Robertson in the State of Tennessee where 
he now resides he also states that when he was called into service he was drafted.  He states that 
he marched under the officers named in his original declaration (to which this is appended) to 
Augusta Georgia where the British were, who fled & were pursued by the American troops to 
Briar Creek where they had an engagement with the British & were defeated, he states that he 
was discharged at Purrysburg in South Carolina but by whom it was signed he does not recollect, 
he states that he was discharged from the second tour of duty in Nash County North Carolina 
which discharge was signed by Captain Joel Wren, but at that time when he was going to move 
from North Carolina to Tennessee he destroyed his discharges with a number of other papers not 
presuming or thinking that they would ever be of any service to him he states that there resides in 
his present neighborhood to whom he personally knows & well acquainted who can testify as to 
his character for veracity and their belief of his services as a soldier of the revolution, to wit, 
John Hutchinson, Matthew Powell, Joseph Bradly, Hardy Felts, Michael Harris, Thomas 
Williams, Manuel Lowe, David Wall, Andrew Stewart with diverse other persons were it 
necessary to enumerate them, for the services mentioned in the original declaration he claims a 
pension under the act of Congress before referred to. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me the day & date before mentioned. 
      S/ Roland Felts, X his mark 
S/ Matthew Powell, JP 
 
State of Tennessee Robertson County 
 I Edwin Harris residing in the County and State aforesaid being duly sworn before 
Matthew Powell Esquire a Justice of the peace for said County states that he was born August 
20th, 1760 that he was personally acquainted with Roland Felts in his youth & boys raised 
together that at the time said Felts was called into service he was then living a near neighbor to 
him in Bute County (since Warren) in North Carolina and was personally knowing to his being 
called into service & that his return out of service and from his acquaintance of the general & 
personal character of Mr. Felts and the Circumstances connected with his services, he verily 
believes that he served in the revolution as he has stated & set out in his declaration. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th day of January 1833 in Springfield. 
S/ Matthew Powell, JP    S/ Edwin Harris, X his mark 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $26.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 8 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


