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Pension application of David Macdill (McDill)S2753   f36SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    4/8/09: rev'd 5/25/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 3] 
The State of Ohio Preble County Court of Common Pleas September Term 1832: SS 
 On this Eighteenth day of September in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared 
before the honorable the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in and for the County of Preble 
and State of Ohio David Macdill aged sixty-nine years a resident of the County aforesaid who 
being first duly sworn according to law doth upon his oath make the following declaration in 
order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That about the first of February in the year 1781 he entered the service in Craven County 
(now Chester district) South Carolina in the militia of that state in Capt. Adams' [Samuel 
Adams'] Company of Col. Lacey's [Edward Lacey's] Regiment and General Sumter's [Thomas 
Sumter's] Brigade he was engaged against the Tories until the first of April when he joined the 
regular Army in Col. McGruff's [Lt. Col. Patrick McGriff's] Regiment on the Catawba River 
where Col. Henry Hampton had command of a body of State Troops from Catawba he was 
marched to General Greene's [Nathanael Greene's] Camp under Ensign Johnson thence to 
General Sumter's camp on the Congaree thence to Fort Granby, he was at the taking of Fort 
Granby [May 15-16, 1781]1 and fought under the immediate command of Col. Lacey.  On the 
16th of May he was discharged by Col. Lacey.  On the first of July of the same year he was again 
called to serve in the militia under Capt. Adams and Col. Lacey he was marched to Congaree 
where he joined the forces under General Sumter, the Army then marched under Generals Greene 
and Sumter to Orangeburg, from Orangeburg General Sumter marched to Biggin's Church near 
Moncks Corner -- where the Americans had a warm skirmish with the British who were repulsed, 
the day after this skirmish the Americans commanded by Generals Sumter and Marion [Francis 
Marion] had an engagement with the British at a place called shoebrick's plantation [sic, 
Shubrick's plantation, July 17, 1781],2 on this tour deponent was out five weeks.  About the first 
of February deponent was called out and served a tour of two months; this was in the year 1782 -
- deponent served this tour in Capt. Turner's [probably John Turner's] company of Col. Winn's 
[Richard Winn's] Regiment and General Sumter's Brigade, he was chiefly employed against the 
Tories deponent served altogether more than six months during the war of the revolution as 
above stated.  Deponent never received a written discharge -- he has procured the deposition of 
his brother Samuel Macdil [sic] of Indiana or by whom he can prove that he was in the service -- 
he can also prove by his brother James Macdill as he believes that he served as he has herein 
                                                 
1 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_fort_granby_2.html  
2 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_shubricks_plantation.html  
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stated, deponent is well known to the Rev. Alexander Porter, and John Patterson and other 
residents of the County of Preble by whom he can prove his good character for truth and veracity 
and that he has been reputed and believed in his neighborhood to have been a soldier of the 
revolution -- he has no written record of his age -- but states that he was born in Ireland in March 
1763.  After the war deponent lived in South Carolina until the year 1806 when he came to 
Preble County Ohio where he has since resided and still resides.  He hereby relinquishes every 
claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the 
pension roll of the agency of any state. 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
S/ JC Hawkins, Clerk 
      S/ David McDill 

      
I James Macdill resident of the County of Preble in the State of Ohio do hereby certify that I 
recollect that my brother David Macdill served three tours during the war of the revolution in the 
State of South Carolina, deponent cannot state the precise length of the tours served by the said 
David Macdill but believes that the tours are correctly stated in the declaration of the said David 
Macdill. 
Sworn to and subscribed this day and year aforesaid. 
       S/ James Madill [sic] 

       
[Alexander Porter, a clergyman, John Patterson and John Foster gave the standard supporting 
affidavit.] 
 
[p 8] 
The State of Ohio Preble County: SS  
 Before the subscriber a Justice of the peace in and for said County, personally came 
Samuel Macdill of Union County and State of Indiana, and being sworn according to law 
deposeth and saith.  That he remembers that his brother David Macdill, performed several tours 
of Military duty in defense of the country in South Carolina in the year 1781 & 82 and 
particularly he remembers he served a tour in the spring of 1781 under Capt. Adams And on the 
first of July the same year he remembers that he the said David commenced another tour under 
the aforesaid Capt. Adams, immediately after General Greene evacuated Ninety Six [June 19, 
1791].  Also remembers another tour he served afterwards at Orangeburg, but how long he 
served in either of said Tours said deponent cannot remember and also remembers that previous 
to said tours, he was engaged frequently in what was called scouting parties.  And further this 
deponent saith not 
Sworn to and subscribed before made this 17th day of September 1832 
S/ John Pinkerton, JP     S/ Samuel McDill 

      



[p 34:  On October 8, 1838 in Butler County Ohio, the veteran applied for a replacement pension 
certificate saying he had lost the original certificate. 

] 
 
[Veteran on October 8, 1838 applied in Butler County Ohio for a new pension certificate saying 
he has lost his old one.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $21.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 6 ½ months in the South Carolina militia.] 


