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Pension application of David Madden S31835    f22GA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves   6/16/06 rev'd 6/6/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Georgia, County of Pike 
 On this the third day of October Eighteen Hundred and thirty two, personally appeared in 
open court, before the Inferior Court of Pike County now sitting, David Madden a resident of 
said County of Pike, and State of Georgia, aged Seventy Six years, who being first duly sworn 
according to Law, doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit 
of the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. 
 That he entered the Service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated, that he enlisted under Captain Josiah Duncan for the Term of two yeas in 
the county of Wilkes in the State of Georgia in the year 1777 and Joined and was commanded by 
Colonel John Stewart, and served in the Regiment commanded by said Colonel John Stewart for 
the said Term of two years, went into the Service sometime about the first of May 1777. I was 
appointed orderly Sergeant by the Captain Josiah Duncan; Served in that capacity for the Term 
of about three months, when Captain Josiah Duncan died. Robert Middleton was Lieutenant in 
said Company, who after the death of Captain Josiah Duncan, commanded the Company as 
captain by seniority; and I myself commanded in said company as Lieutenant, from that time 
until the end of the two years; by seniority, and was commissioned by John Houston, then 
Governor of the State of Georgia as Lieutenant in said Company. To the best of his recollection, 
his commission bore date sometime during the month of September 1777, which commission I 
lost after my Term of Service was out in swimming across Savannah River. After I enlisted, we 
were stationed a while in Washington in Wilkes County Georgia; from which place we marched 
to Augusta under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Elijah Clark [Elijah Clarke] and at 
Augusta we Joined Colonel John Stewart. [We] were stationed in Augusta about two weeks; 
from there we marched to [a] place called Buck head on Ogeechee River in Burke County 
Georgia. We [were] stationed there for about a month; from there we marched to a place called 
Cat Head in Liberty County, Georgia. At Cat Head, General Screven [James Screven] took the 
command of us, and marched us from there to Reeds Bluff on the Altamaha River where we 
were stationed about a month. From there we were marched to a place then called McGirt's ferry 
on the St. Mary's River (now known by the name of Colerain) where we were stationed about six 
weeks. From there we marched over St. Mary's River into Florida to a place called Fort Tory 
[sic, Fort Tonyn], a British Garrison, but which they evacuated on our approach. [We] took 
possession of Fort Tonyn, remained at Fort Ferry about six months; while stationed there [I] was 
principally engaged in scouting parties. From Fort Tonyn [we marched] to the River St. Johns. 
[I] was in one engagement in a scouting party commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Elijah Clark at 
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a place called Nassau Swamp at which we were successful and the British fled across the River 
St. Johns. From Fort Tonyn we were marched back into Liberty County Georgia to a place called 
Midway Meeting House, where we [were] stationed until our Term of Service was expired, and 
where I received a discharge, signed by Lieutenant Colonel Elijah Clark which discharge has 
been lost long since. I was acquainted with Colonel Elbert [Samuel Elbert] who commanded the 
first Regiment of Continentals. I was also acquainted with Colonel Stirk [John Stirk] who was 
killed at the Breast works at Savannah. After I got my discharge I returned to Wilkes County 
Georgia in the summer of 1779. In the month of January 1780, [I] volunteered in Wilkes County 
Georgia under Captain Alexander Awtry [sic, Alexander Autry] in the militia of Wilkes County 
Ga., John Dooly was the militia colonel of the County. Colonel John Dooly took the command of 
us and Col. Elijah Clark also volunteered and was appointed Lieutenant Colonel by Colonel John 
Dooly. In the latter part of January 1780, Colonel Dooly with his Regiment fought Col. Boyd 
from Spartanburg District S.C. at a place called Kittle Creek [Kettle Creek, February 14, 1779] 
in Wilkes County, Georgia, in which we were successful. After the Battle, Col. Dooly still kept 
us together as volunteers until the fall [of] Charleston in S. C., when we were no longer able to 
maintain our ground in Georgia. About 280 men of us embodied ourselves as volunteers in 
Wilkes County, Georgia, and Elected Elijah Clark as Colonel to command us, we refusing to 
submit to the Royal Proclamation. We fled Georgia in the month of June 1780 under the 
command of Colonel Elijah Clark, into South Carolina where Colonel Elijah Clark marched us to 
Spartanburg District S. C. and with us Joined General Sumter [Thomas Sumter] at a place called 
the Fish dam Ford, on Broad River. General Sumter marched us from Fish dam Ford to Shirer's 
ferry on said Broad River—from there General Sumter marched us to a place called Black stocks 
[sic, Blackstock's] Ford on Tiger [sic, Tyger] River in South Carolina where in the month of 
November 1780, in General Sumter's army, [we] was [sic, were] in the engagement [November 
20, 1780] with Colonel Tarlton [sic, Banastre Tarleton]. After the Battle of Blackstock's Ford 
Col. Elijah Clark with us, drew off from General Sumter, and Colonel E. Clark stationed us in 
Spartanburg district S. C. until General Morgan [Daniel Morgan] came on when Colonel Elijah 
Clark marched us to the Grindal Shoals on Packlett [sic, Pacolet] River where he Joined with his 
men [under] General Morgan, early in January 1781. [I] was in the engagement at the Cowpens 
on 16th January 1781 [sic, January 17, 1781] in General Morgan's Army. After the Battle at the 
Cowpens, [we] marched back to Wilkes County in Georgia in the month of March 1781. 
Immediately after our arrival at home in Wilkes [County], in the month of March, Colonel Elijah 
Clark marched this Regiment of volunteers, as aforesaid, to the Siege of Augusta [May 22-June 
6, 1781] in Richmond County Georgia. General Greene [Nathanael Greene] sent in a small party 
of Horse men and Foot men of the Continentals to Join Col. Elijah Clark at Augusta [the troops 
sent by Greene being] commanded by Colonel Lee [Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee] and I was 
in the Siege make by Col. Clark on Augusta, which was then in the possession of the British. 
After a siege of about six weeks, the British surrendered to Colonel Clark and Colonel Lee. 
During the whole of the time I was in service after we embodied in Washington in Wilkes 
County, as volunteers under Colonel Elijah Clark, and our services in South Carolina and back to 
Georgia and services at Augusta, I served as a Lieutenant for when we left Georgia with Colonel 
Clark we were known by the name of the Georgia Refugees. I had no commission during the last 
mentioned Term of Service for when we embodied under Colonel Clark in June 1780 as refugees 
for refusing to take the oath of allegiance to the British Crown, there was no Executive 
Department in Georgia in operation so that to get a commission was impossible. After the siege 
of Augusta, Colonel Elijah Clark stationed us in Augusta until the month of June 1781, when 



Col. Clark marched us back to Wilkes County where we were disbanded, but received no 
discharges. In the month of March 1782, I raised a company of volunteers in the County of 
Wilkes in Georgia and about the middle of March 1782, I marched with my Company of 
Volunteers against the Cherokee Indians, and between Savannah River and Broad River, Joined 
General Pickens of South Carolina, and put ourselves under his command he then also [was] 
marching to fight the Cherokees. In this expedition I was the captain of the company but had no 
commission. In this expedition, [we] was [were] in no general engagement but was in several 
skirmishes and burnt some Indian Towns, the name of one of which was Chewwee. [We] was 
[were] in this service about six weeks and then returned home to Wilkes County Georgia. 
 And that this applicant has no documentary evidence that he knows of to sustain his 
claims; and that he knows of o evidence or Testimony that he can conveniently procure who can 
testify to his services—John Neil and Allen W. Prior can testify to my character for veracity and 
their belief of my services as a Revolutionary soldier—and that he hereby relinquishes every 
claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his name in not on 
the Pension Roll of the agency of any state and this applicant cannot procure a living witness to 
prove his declaration without very great trouble and expense. 
      S/ David Madden 

       
Sworn to & subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
 S/ Andrew Battle, J.I.C. 
 S/ Lewis Daniel, J. I. C. 
[p 9] 
1.  Where & in what year were you born? 
Answer.  In the year 1755 – on the 20th of October, and in the County of Frederick, State of 
Maryland. 
2.  Have you any Record of your age, and if so where is it? 
Answer.  I have, in my House at home 
3rd.  Where were you living when called into service, where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary war, and where do you now live? 
Answer.  In Wilkes County Georgia, when I went into service, – Since the Revolutionary war I 
have lived in South Carolina, and in Georgia, and now live in Pike County Georgia. 
4th.  How were you called into service, were you drafted, Did you Volunteer, or were you a 
Substitute, and if a Substitute for whom? 
Answer.  I enlisted for 2 years, this was my Tour of duty.  – My other Tours of duty was 
Volunteer; 
5th.  State the names of some of the officers who were with the Troops where you served, such as 
Continental, Militia Regiments as you can recollect, and the general circumstances of your 
Service. 
Answer.  Colonel Elbert, Colonel Stirk, General Scriven, Colonel John Stewart, Lieutenant 
Colonel Elijah Clark, General Sumter, General Pickens [Andrew Pickens], Colonel Dooley, 
General Morgan, Colonel Lee &c – I have related the general circumstances in my declaration 
6th.  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service and if so, by whom was it given or signed, 
and what has become of it? 



Answer.  I received a discharge at Midway meeting house from Colonel Elijah Clarke, and lost 
swimming in Savannah River. 
7th.  State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, and who 
can testify as to your character for truth and veracity; & their belief of your Services as a soldier 
of the Revolution? 
Answer.  John Neil and Allen W Prior 
[John Neal and Allen W prior gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 11: Copy] 
State of Georgia 
This is to certify that David Maddin [sic] half steadfastly done his duty, from the time of passing 
an act at Augusta, to wit, on the 20th of August 1781, until the total expulsion of the British from 
this State; and the said David Maddin cannot, to my knowledge or believe, me convicted of 
plundering or distressing the country, and is therefore under the said act entitled to a Bounty of 
two hundred fifty acres of good land free from taxes for ten years. 
 Given under my hand at Savannah the 2nd day of February 1784 
     S/ Elijah Clark, Colonel 
 
[p 1 2] 
Georgia Pike County 
Personally appeared before me a Justice of the peace in & for the County aforesaid, Richard 
Madden & after being duly sworn deposeth & saith, that David Madden did on or about the 
month of June 1780, to the best of his recollection, march from Wilkes County in this State 
under Colonel Elijah Clark, under the name of the Georgia Refugees – And the said David 
Madden was to the best of Deponent's recollection in the service of the United States as a Soldier 
from that time until the end of the war, with the British, – And this deponent further saith from 
information from the family & from other persons, this deponent doth very [verily] believe that 
David Madden was a Lieutenant in the service of the United States previous to the year 1780; but 
how long this deponent does not now recollect that he was informed and this deponent was too 
young previous to the year 1782 recollect, or have any distinct idea.  – Sworn to and subscribed 
before me this 7th January 1834 
S/ Malachi Lawrence, JP    S/ Richard Madden 

        
 
[p 20] 
State of Georgia Butts County 
 Personally came before me James R McCord a Justice of the peace for said County Elijah 
Bankston who being sworn on oath saith that he knew David Madden of the County of Pike in 
said State during the Revolutionary war between the United Colonies now the United States and 
Great Britain – that this Deponent did in the year 1781 serve with the said David Madden at the 
Siege of Augusta in the State of Georgia this deponent being then a private in the same company 
with the said Madden and the said Company at that time was commanded by Alexander Autrey a 
Captain – and deponent sayeth that the said David Madden served in said Company as first 
Lieutenant and this deponent served as private in said Company. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th January 1837. 
S/ J. R. McCord, JP     S/ Elijah Bankston 



        
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private for 2 years in the Georgia militia.] 


