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Pension application of John Crane S3218     fn50NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/17/10 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
[Caveat: the handwriting of the scribe of the following affidavit is particularly challenging, so 
use the following transcript with care.] 
 
State of Tennessee Robertson County: County Court November Term 1832 

On this 12th day of November 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the justices 
of the County Court of Robertson County the same being a Court of record John Crane a resident 
now of the County of Stewart previously a resident of the County of Robertson State of 
Tennessee aged seventy-three years on the sixth of February next – who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
an Act of Congress passed June the 7th 1832 – That he volunteered in the year 1776 – the month 
not recollected at this time Colonel Christy [sic, probably a reference to Colonel William Christie 
and of Virginia] was the Colonel and Gilbert Christy was the Captain under which he served – 
declarant states that his tour of service under the foregoing officers lasted about three months – 
this was the first expedition that ever went against the Cherokee Indians.  This expedition is 
known by the name of Christy's Campaign.  The expedition was encamped on the banks of the 
French Broad [River] – expecting in a little time to have an engagement with the Indians when a 
flag peace was received from the Indians – and no battle took place.  The Army then went into 
the following Indian Towns – Chota, [indecipherable], Tellico & Big Island Town.  Those towns 
were situated on the Tennessee River – declarant states that this County was at that time in the 
State of North Carolina – the Army from those towns returned – they received at those Indian 
towns some small pieces of artillery which were carried by water to the Long Islands of Holston 
[River] where there was a Fort which Fort went by the name of Long Island Fort.  Declarant 
states that in the year 1777 – he volunteered again under Colonel Montgomery & Captain Gilbert 
Christy – the month in which he entered as a volunteer is not now recollected – but he thinks it 
was in the spring Season.  This was an expedition against the Chickamauga Indians who at that 
time lived on the Tennessee River not far from a place called the Slick – the entire Army went by 
water in a species of Boats called perague [sic, pirogue or piragua—a canoe made by hollowing 
out a tree trunk] – descending the Holston River until its junction with the French Broad – and 
then down the French Broad – and Tennessee rivers until we came to the Indian towns situated 
above the Slick on the Tennessee River where we [several indecipherable words] the Indians had 
fled in consequence we supposed of having been informed by the Tories of the approach of the 
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Army – declarant states that a detachment was sent from the Army by the command of its 
officers to intercept the Tories who were like mice descending the [indecipherable word or 
words] also we arrived at the Town where a skirmish took place between the men that composed 
the detachment and the Tories – and several guns were fired this skirmish happened in the night.  
Declarant further states when they reached the Towns as above stated near the [indecipherable 
word or words] the Indians had fled and a detachment was then sent from the Army at the Indian 
towns in pursuit of the Indians in the mountains.  Declarant states he composed one of the 
detachments.  We found the Indians in a cave under a [indecipherable word] rock – where we 
took a few prisoners after killing two of the Indians – declarant states that he served in this Tour 
about four months.  Declarant further states that he received a written discharge for both of those 
Tours but that he has [several indecipherable words] that they are not now in his possession.  
Hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and he 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency of any state whatever. 

Sworn to in Open court 
Test: S/ W. Seal, Clk    S/ John Crane, X his mark 

This day personally appeared in open Court Caleb Winters [?] and states upon oath that he is 
acquainted with John Crane who has subscribed the foregoing declaration and he knows he 
enlisted under Captain Gilbert Christie as a volunteer and went as a soldier under the said 
Christie – and he further believes that he served as he has stated in his declaration. 
       S/ Caleb Winters 
[Thomas Gunn, a clergyman, and Joseph Washington gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
Questions by the court 
1st Where and in what year were you born? 
A. I was born in 1759 in the State of North Carolina 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
Ans.  I have – and it is [in the] possession of Caleb Winers 
3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live? 
Ans.  I was living at the time I volunteered in the State of North Carolina – at a station called 
Catars [sic, Carter’s?] Station on the waters of Holston since that time I have lived in Davidson 
& Robertson County in the State of Tennessee and at this time reside in Stewart County State of 
Tennessee 
Question 4th Note the names of the sum of the regular officers who were with the Troops with 
which you served and the general circumstances of your service  
Ans.  For this the Court is referred to the body of my declaration. 
Ques. 6th [sic]  How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were 
you a substitute, and if in substitute, for whom? 
Ans.  For this the Court is referred to the A body of my declaration in which I stated I was a 
volunteer – 
Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has 
become of it? 
Ans.  The court is referred to my declaration 
 
[fn p. 20: this is an amendment to the declaration but it is in the same challenging handwriting as 
the original declaration.  From what I could make out of its text, it does not appear that the 
veteran added any significant information to his declaration of services.  Consequently, I chose 



not to subject myself to the aggravation of trying to decipher it for transcription.] 
 
[Facts in file: The veteran died March 23, 1838; there is no family data in this file.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $23.33 commencing March 4th, 1831, for seven months 
service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


