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Pension application of Handy (Hardy) Mills S33100     f34NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     5/4/09: rev'd 4/20/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Hawkins County:  
 On this 25th day of November 1833 personally appeared Hardy Mills a resident of the 
County of Hawkins and State of Tennessee aged Seventy  years before the Court of Pleas and 
quarter sessions held for Hawkins County in the Town of Rogersville and after being duly sworn 
doth on his oath make the following declaration -- 
 I entered the service of the United States as well as I now recollect in the year 1780 
sometime in the latter part of the summer the day and month I do not recollect under the 
command of Capt. Nawl [William Nall] the Regiment was commanded by Col. Elijah Isaacks 
[Elijah Isaacs] I was then living in Wilkes County in the State of North Carolina I was a private 
and volunteered myself.  We marched and the names of the Counties we marched through I do 
not recollect, to rockey River [Rocky River] from thence on to pedee River [Pedee River] where 
we joined General Gates [Horatio Gates] near Camden when we arrived there about 100 of us 
were dismissed for the want of arms I was engaged in this service two months.  As soon as I 
returned home I substituted in a man's place his name I do not recollect we marched on through 
Randolph County to Salisbury in NC where we were stationed three months I was a private in 
this tour I was commanded by Col. Colier [John Collier] and Major Sharp my Capt. name I do 
not now recollect.  I entered the service sometime in the fall of 1780 I was in the service this tour 
three months.  I received a discharge from Major Sharp but I have long since lost it.  Shortly after 
I returned home there came a call for men and I volunteered myself as a horseman under Capt. 
Cleveland and went on to Cross Creek in NC in search of the Tories.  I was living still in Wilkes 
County.  I was out two months.  I served this trip in the first of the year 1781.  In the same spring 
I volunteered myself under Capt. Guess [Moses Guest], as a horseman and was gone one month 
scouting after Tories.  Sometime after I returned home I volunteered myself again under Capt. 
Barton [John Barton] as a horseman and was gone one month.  I never was out anymore.  In 
those days Tories were very troublesome and I a young man fond of the sport of ranging after 
them.  I always volunteered myself every time there was a call.  I cannot now recollect each 
month and day out when out and returned but I recollect I performed all my service in 1780 and 
1781.  I have no documentary evidence of my service nor can I procure any one who can testify 
of the same.  I hereby relinquish every claim to a pension or annuity whatever except the present 
and declare that my name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state.  According to the 
best of my recollection I served not less than the periods mentioned in my declaration (viz.) 
Under Capt. Nall two months, under Major Sharp three months under Capt. Cleveland two 
months under Capt. Guess one month under Capt. Barton one month for which I claim a pension. 
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Sworn to and subscribed the date before mentioned. 
      S/ Hardy Mills, X his mark 
Sworn to in open court the 26th of November 1833 
S/ W. B. Mitchell, D. Clk 
[Thomas Crawley, a clergyman, and George Hayes gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
Questions proposed to Hardy Mills an applicant for a pension under an act of Congress passed 
7th of June 1832 
1st Question 
Ans: I was born in the State of NC Halifax County in 1763 
2nd Question 
Ans: I have not 
3rd Question 
Ans: I was live [living] in the State of NC Wilkes County -- from Wilkes County I removed to 
the State of Tennessee Hawkins County where I now live – 
4th Question 
Ans: I volunteered myself every time but one and that time I substituted 
5th Question 
Ans: Col. Isaacks, Col. Cleveland, Col. Collier, Major  
6th Question 
Ans: I received a discharge and from Major Sharp but have now lost it 
7th Question 
Ans: I am acquainted with Major Gabriel McCraw, General John cock formerly a member of 
Congress River and Thomas Crawley, Rev. Levi Rice Esquire William Gideon 
 
[p 32: On February 12, 1838, Hardy Mills applied for a transfer of his pension payments to 
Putnam County, Indiana where he had recently removed; he gave his reasons for removing as 
follows: "... the following are his reasons for removing from the State of Tennessee to the said 
State of Indiana, he had one son living in the said County of Putnam and one other son with 
whom he had lived some time previous to his removal was removing to said County & State of 
Indiana, and he was under the impression that he could procure a living easier in the State of 
Indiana then he could and Tennessee."] 
 
[Facts in file: On May 21, 1857, Henry Mills wrote a letter to the Commissioner of pensions 
stating that his father, Hardy Mills, was a soldier in the revolution from Wilkes County North 
Carolina; that his father moved to Hawkins County Tennessee where he applied for his pension; 
that he later moved to Putnam County Indiana where he died on the March 6, 1841; in a letter 
dated August 10th 1857, Henry Mills states that he is the only living child of Hardy Mills.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $31.33 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service 
as a private for 2 months in the cavalry and 7 months in the Infantry, all in the North Carolina 
militia.] 


